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St. FOSEP H. 


ever Immaculate Virgin 
Mary Mother of God, 


Patriarch. 
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He be f. as Kyeper of bis Land het 


| be glorified, Proverb. 27, 18. 
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With ſeveral DEVOTIONS| 
ro the ſaid moſt glorious| | 


. of the Bleſſty, and 
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ing in my inconſide- 
rable Mite, towards carrying on 


the bleſſed Deſign of St. Tereſa, 
and other eminent Servants of 
God, To perſwade all the World, 


to be devoted to St. Joſeph; (a) 1 
had then no other Intention, 
than to Epitomize R. F. Barry's 
Remarks on the Life of our Pa- 
| zriarch. All the Copies of the 

. A 2 ſecond 


() S. Tereſ. in vita c. 6. 


HEN I came to a full 
Reſolution of throw- 
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The PREFACE. 


ſecond Engliſh Edition, from the 
French Original, were bought 
up, ſo great is the Devotion to 
the exalted Aeeper of his Lord, 


and God. Altho' ſome had re- 
maind unſold, rhe Letter was 


ſo troubleſomly little, that many 


found Inconvenience by peruſing 


1 „ 
Conſidering attentively the 
mention'd Treatiſe, I was of 


Opinion that ſeveral Paſlages | 
might be omitted, and others 


added, in Honour of the Saint. 
Such as compare the two Pieces, 
will take notice that IJ have 
not confin'd myſelf to his Mat- 
ter, much leſs to his Method. 
Nothing is paſſed over, which 
J concluded material ro my De- 
ſign. T have not only abbreviated 
ſeyeral Accounts of miraculous 


Aſſiſtance 


' 
* 

oy) 
FS 
* 


— 
5 

4 
2 
2 


Po ek fol foaw wi. ;, - 


The PREFACE. 
Aſſiſtance, but likewiſe have 


brought into leſs Compaſs, the 


Prayers in Honour of St. Joſep's 
Seven Dolours and Seven Joys. 
Vet have enlarg'd the Medita- 


tions in Order to practical Ver- 


tues. Altho' the Subject is co- 
pious, I would not encreaſe the 
Number of Conſiderations de- 
ſign'd for the Octave of the glo- 
rious Saint. 

Erudite Plutarch, writing the 
Life of Theſeus, ſeems in Con- 
cern that he's ignorant of many 
remarkable Atchievements of that 
Athenian Hero: I have greater 
Reaſon to lament, thar lirtle is 
known of our Hebrew Prince. 
F. Barrie's Book was publiſh'd 
ſeventy Years ago, and If I mi- 


ſtake not, twas penn'd ſome- 


thing in haſte, for he took not 
A-1 time 
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The PREFACE. | 
time to inform himſelf of the 
Miracles in Italy, Portugal, Spain, 
and other Parts of the World, 
where the Devotion is enter- 
tain d with as great Alacrity 
and Fervour as in France. The 
moſt of his Collections are from 
Lyons, and he gleans ſomething 
in other few Places. Perchance 
he fix d a time for finiſhing his 
Work, to comply with a Vow 
at the ceaſing of the Peſtilence 
at Lyons. What has paſs'd be- 
fore the writing of his Book, or 
ſince the laſt 70 Years, I am 
not in Circumſtances to ac- 
quaint the pious Reader. This 
T know, that in the laſt Century | 
moſt Chriſtians Addreſs St. 70. 
ſeph; Princes that they may go- | 
vern as they ought to do, and | 
preſerve their Subjects in = 
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The PREFACE. © 
Obedience; Prieſts to beg reve- 


rence and Devotion when they 


hold in their Hands the Son of 
God; thoſe in Matrimony, that 
to the Glory of God, they may 
diſcharge their Duties in their 
Families; Virgins, that St. Jo. 


* ſeph will protect their pure Inte- 


grity; Tradeſmen, that their 
toiling Liſe thro' Chriſt's Me- 
rits, and their own Co-opera- 
tion, may deſerve to enjoy the e- 
ternal Viſion of him who was 
in Labours from his Touth. (a) In 
a Word, all make Intereſt with 
him, for a holy Life and happy 
Death, he having expir'd in the 
divine Arms of Feſas, the Mother 


of God kneeling cloſe by his 
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Bedſide. For this Reaſon he is 
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The PREFACE. 
a ſpecial Patron of the numerous 
Congregation de Bona Morte, of 
which the Aſociates experience 
preſent Comfort, with a clear 
Proſpect of future Happineſs. 
My chief Deſign in Publiſhing 
the following Sheets, was that 
all Tongues ſhould praiſe St. Jo- 
ſeph, all Hearts ihould love him; 
bur a ſecondary Inducement was 
to inſtruct ſome of the Vulgar, 
who look upon St. Foſeph as 
common and abject r 
and that after a caſual Way, he 
became Spouſe to the bleſſed 
Virgin. Tis out of Diſpute, 
that he exercis'd the humble 
Calling of a Carpenter, but the 
firſt Chapter will create Ideas of 
his Excellency, and ſet the Judg- 
ment right. There ate not Want 
ing in many Places a more dan- 
85 gerous 
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gerous Sort of ignorant Men. 
whom the Prince of the Apoſtles 
directs us to Silence. (a) They 
pretend to Sallies of Wit, and up- 
on all Occaſions covet the Title 
of Literature, altho' they are on- 
ly Smatterers of a few indigeſted 
Fragments. With theſe nothing 
is ſo ſacred, that is not expos d 
ro Cenſure, ſometimes to Con- 
tempt. The Heathen Orator 
Tully was reproach'd for defect 
of Conſideration, he being ſo 
great an Admirer of his own 


Thoughts, That he would rather 


loſe his Friend than loſe his Feſt, 
but theſe Baptiz d, profanc Drolls 
hazard the Diſpleaſure of Al- 


mighty God rather than forbcar 


a filly Conceit, which may raiſe 
r 
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The PREFACE. 

Smiles amongſt their irreligious 
Crew, as has been obſerv'd by 
ſome Reflections on the Devo- 
tion to St. 7oſeph. This Un- 
chriſtian Liberty proceeds moſt- 


ly from keeping Company with 


ſuch Authors as recommend 
deadly Poyſon, under the gilded 
Pill of Wit and Eloquence. 
The Church of Chriſt took 
great Care in all Ages, to pre- 


vent the Reading of pernicious 


Books. Conſtantine the Great, 
Valentinian, Marcian and Juſti- 
nian (a) Enacted Penal Laws to 
terrify and puniſh bold Offen- 


ders, commanding ſuch dange- 


rous Works to be brought in, 
and 
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(a) Soxom. lib. 1. c. 20. & l. 2. c. 31. Conc, 
Calced. Ac. 1. & in fine Conc, cap. Impereter 
Euſeb. lib. 3. c. 61, 62. In v.ta Conta titiui. 
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and to be burnt. Let it not be ob- 

jected that no Inconvenience fol- 
lows running over ſuch Books, 
as are diverting, and improve 
Language, alrho' dropt from a 
prophane Pen; the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians ſolve the frivolous Diffi- 
culty, who thought it their in- 
diſpenſable Duty to heap up the 
Books even of Curioſity, (a) and 

publickly to burn them. This 
was by Order of Apoſtolical Zeal, 
bur in our corrupt Age, ſome 
Men are of fo lax Morals, as 
to make uſe of Books in the very 
Face of the Altar, that have been 
branded and prohibited under 
ſevere Penalties, by the greateſt 
Authority upon Earth. 5 


(a) 48. 19. 19. 


tis done by 
information; ſo the Infection 
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A corrupt and condemn'd Au- 
thor leads inſenſibly his admi- 
ring Reader into Sentiments ſui- 


table to Heterodox Principles. 
He begins to applaud the polite 
Stile, the moving Expreſſions, 


and edifying Periods. He per- 
ceives no harm at all, but reaps 
much Fruit by ſerious Attention 


to the ſpiritual Reflections. Why 


ſhould this Holy Man (ſays he) 
be unjuſtly filenc'd 2 Doubtleſs 
Malice or Mil- 


ſpreads itſelf like a Cancer. 
bedience to the ſupreme Paſtor is 
undervalued, he flatters himſelf 
with ill-grounded Security, and 
is out of Humour, and diſpleas'd 
with thoſe who attempr the 


Cure, that is, who endeavour to 


undeceive him. 


Were 
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Mere it not to exceed the in- 
tended Brevity of a Preface, I 
would enlarge upon the many 
* Advantages which pious Souls 
experience by converſing with 


Spiritual Authors. Theſe in- 


' ſtruct the erring Underſtanding 


to unlearn falſe wordly Maxims, 
and perſwade the Will to walk 


witch obedient Alacrity after 


Chriſt, in the narrow, bur ſecure 
and only way to Salvation. The 
| laſt finiſhing Stroke to St. Augu- 
' ſlin's lingering Converſion, was, 
Take up, and read, (a) and the 
firſt Corner Stone in the Foun- 
dation of the Society of Jeſus, was 
placed as the Holy Church de- 
clares, (b) by a caſual reading of 


pious 
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j Ca) Lib. 8. Conſeſ. (6b) In Le8. 1. adi 
Nocturni. | 
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The PREFACE. 
pious Books. If Cleombratus by 
giving Attention to Platos Phe- 


don of the Soul's Immortality, 


haſtned willingly, but finfully, 
to a voluntary Death, (a) and 
Seneca is of Opinion, that altho' 
the ſharp ſtiller gave Cato the 
Poſſe to die, 'twas Plato's Phæ- 
don aſſiſted him with a willing 
Mind, what may not be expected 
by Servants of God, who hear 


as it were the Almighty ſpeaking 
to them in ſpiritual Treaties 2 


When they have before them 
the Lives of Saints, and obſerve 
the Path which led to the tri- 


umphal Arch, the Gate of eter- 


nal Glory : Eſpecially the Chri- 
; ſtian 
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(a) S. Auguſtin, Lib, 1. Civit. ex 1. Tuſc. 


Ciceronis, 
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The PREFACE. 
ſtian Reader, begging at the 
ſame time, that his Underſtand- 
ing may be ſo enlightned, as to 


ſingle out ſomething for imita- 


tion, and his Will ſo inflam'd, as 

to put reading into Practiſe 
If any profane Sceptick offers 
to Criticize, upon the cxtolling 
to St. Foſeph's Prerogatives, let 
ſuch an one know, that this is a 
dutiful Compliance with the Cm- 
#ipotent's Command, promulged 
by Royal David in his laſt Pſalm, 
Praiſe the Lord in his Saints, (a) 
the Grecian Doctor St. Gregory 
Nazianzen, told his numerous 
Auditory , That praifing St. A- 
thanaſius, he praiſed God ] from 
whom all virtue flows to hi» Ser- 
vants. I owe much to the Me- 
mory 


———_— 
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(a) Pſalm, 150. V. I. (b) Orat. 31. 
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The P REF ACE. 
mory of great Sr. Joſeph, there- 
fore, I not only devore my ſelf, 
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and dedicate to him the follow- ©. 


ing poor Labours of mine, burt 


likewiſe declare, that by extol- 


magnify the goodneſs of the moſt 
ſacred Trinity, that raiſed him 
to ſo high a Station, as to be 


Aeeper of his God, and chaſt Spouſe. 


to the Mother of his Redeemer, 


and as ſuch an one, he is to be + 
glorified upon Earth, as he is molt | 


Glorious in Heaven, 

Before I proceed to my Refle- 
ions, tis not forrcign from the 
ſubject (ſome will conclude it ne- 
ceſſary) to obviate a ſeeming Ob- 
jection which may occur, con- 


cerning St. Joſef hs Paternity o- 


ver Jeſus, and his Hexeditary 
Right to the Throne of David. 


The |} 


ling his Dignity and Glory, 1 


ere- The pious Reader is to take ſpe- 
| | cial Notice, that I find in ac 
ow- /: curate Authors, and learn'd Di- 
but vines the Subſtance of what I 
tol- | deliver 1 in the firſt Chapter, Not 
7, Ito be redious, in a prolix recital 
molt © of what is probably known al- 
him ready to Men of Reading, I pro- 
) be duce only the Opinion of one of 
pouſe | the moſt celebrated, and applau- 
mer, ded Commentators of holy Scri- 
% be | pture, whoſe very Name brings 
moſt with it Authority, and whole 
| Works were Religiouſly revis'd 
tefle- at Rome, Anno 1636, and ap- 
the | prov'd by the Maſter of the ſacred 
it ne- Palace, a learn'd Divine of the 
Ob- Holy Order of St. Dominick. My 
con- i admir'd Author is Cornelius Cor- 
ry o- {elit a Lapide, who was well 
itary jvers'd (as the deputed Reviſor 
avid, by che Maſter of the ſacred Pa- 
The lace 


Fe PREFACE. 


The PREFACE. 
lace obſerves) both i» Ecclefraſtz- 
cal and ſecular Hiſtory, and in wri- | 
ters of all kinds. The Cenſor like- 
wiſe for the Impreſſion of his 
Commentaries upon the four E- # 
vangeliits, Gaſpar Eftrix, a Li- 
centiate of Theology, was not con- 
tent with the firſt peruſal, bur 
whether for his own Satisfaction 
or Security, gave them a ſecond 
reading, Legi, ſays he, & Re- 
legi ) and concluded, that twas 
advantageous to the publick, his 
Elaborate Works ſhould fee | 
Light. Cornelius makes a long 
Diſcourſe, and proves Solidly, * 
what TI aſſert in the firſt Chap- | 
ter. I only give a few Clauſes, | : 
to prevent ſtopping and ſtudy- 
ing when tis read, that Joſeph, | 4 
was Jeſus's Father, and had He- dc 
reditary Right to David's Scep- if 

ter. | 
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The PREFACE. 
ter. Take a Lapide s own words 
upon the firſt Chapter of St. Mat- 
bew, verſe 16. page 7. 

Jusoſeph was the right and Legi- 
. timate Father of Chriſt ( verus & 
” Legitimus as will be explicated 
by me afterwards and Chriſt be- 
came Heir to the Scepter and Throne 
of David, by Foſeph-——not only by 
| God's Promiſe, or Donation, but by 
| hereditary right of Succeſſion, the 
\ Scepter of Juda devolv d to Jeſus 
; Chriſt by Joſeph's Title As Jo- 
' feph had a Paternal right over 
| Chrift, viz. all Authority Parents 
have over their Sons, ſo likewiſe 
| Chriſt had a filial right in reſpect 
| to Foſeph, viz. all the Claims Sons 
can pretend to, from their Parents, 
| and accordingly Right to the King- 
He. dom of the Jews, after the Death 


cep- of Joſeph.— By conſequence the 
ter.. Father 


* 


e 
Father, and Grand. fathers of 7o- 
ſeph, were firſt born, or eldeſt Sons, 
that the Right to the Kingdoms | 
might be devolud to them, &c- 
| So Franciſcus Lucas, and others. 
who have profoundly examin d theſe © 
matters. The ſaid Cornelius, up- 
on the above cited verſe, Ad- | 
mires with Modeſty ar ſuch, who 
opine otherwiſe, in theſe words; 
Wherefore ſome Divines, undeſer- | 
vedly reject this Opinion; of Chriſt s 
Hereditary Right, to the HAing- 
dom of Fudea, &c. DES 4 

'Twas needleſs to ſay thus 4 © 
much to be learn'd, and tis 
| ſcarce enough for thoſe who are 
[ Strangers to Authors diſcuſſing | 
| this Subject. I do not atteſt his 
1 


N 


* 


1 


'F Hereditary Right to the Crown 
is an uncontrolable Truth, but 
'x I joyn Iſſue with ſuch as aſſert 
[| BY 
t | * 


= The PREFACE. 
fo- it, and likewiſe with Eminent 
15> _ Servants of God, who addreſs 
St. Joſeph as the greateſt Saint in 


N | Heaven, next to the Immaculate 
— * of God. 
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Of the Dignity aid Glory of 
St. Joſeph. 


EVER did any Perſon, of 
what Kank ſocver, claim 
with greater Juſtice, the 
{ublime Encomium , Her 


| Husband is Noble, E ) than the Vir- 


a gin 
GA 3 ES 


(a Fr eve. 31,33. 


. —— 


noble by his Birth, noble for bis Me- } 


upon a high Pedeſtal of Riches and : 


_ trampled on Sejanus, or ſtarv'd Beli- | 


2 S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 
gin Spouſe of Mary. He was moſt | 


rits, noble in his Station, The miſ- 
call d Grandees of the World, too 
frequently raiſe themſelves by Rapin | 1 
and Blood, on the Ruins of oppreſs'd 
Innocency; they aggrandize them- 
{clves, ſtanding above the Vulgar, 


Titles, which to the moral Philoſo- 
pher, (2) appcar'd no greater a 
Wonder than to admire a. Pygmy, 
upon Mountain; bring him down | 
and the Dwarf 1 is matter of Mirth : 
In like Manner, diveſt thoſe, Who 

are ador'd, of what ſo highly recom- 
mends them, and they may be in 
the lamentable Circumſtances of 


ſarius, The mighty Conqueror of Aſia, © 
Alexander ſtiled the Great, made Aa 
Blaze, the Earth was ſilent in his Sight, | 
(b) puſhing on his  Conquens to 

the 


( deneca. 4 41; (5) 2 Machab. 1. 3. 
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S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 3 


the Extremity of the Earth, and 
flaying Kings and Princes, he vaniſn'd 
upon the ſuddain, little remaining of 
his Memory, except the invading 
others Dominions, and generous An- 
2 {wers, kind Hiſtorians allow him, 
in Entertaining Friends, or Ene- 
mies. 


There is a nobler ſort of Grandeur, 


viz. Vertue, which raiſes a Man above 
* the Level of others, and places Mortals 


above the Stars; (a) this. looks 


; on Earth with Diſdain, and aſpires 
to be called Great in the Kingdom of 


Heaven. (H) S.Foſeph was favour'd with 
all Requiſits, to render him thus tru- 
Iy Great: By Birth he was a Prince, 


lineallydeſcending from therenown'd 


Kings of the written Law, he had 
in his Veins the pureſt Blcod of an- 
cient Patriarchs and Prophets. 4 he 
Evengeliſt brings down his Pedi- 
grec from great Abraham, and the 
x a4 ver 
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(a) Senec. Epiſt. 88, (5) S. Matth 5.19, 
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4 S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. | 
Angel ſalutes him with the Royal 
Title, Son of David. (a) Not to dwell 
upon this unparallel'd Extraction, 
he had the ſame Progenitors as the 
Son of God made Man, and the ſeve- 
ral Promiſes of God to the Houſe of 
David () of the expected Meſſias to 

be born of his Race, and to be called 
King of the Fews (as he was ſtil'd in 
the Grot of Bethlehem) (c) devolv'd | 
to our Redeemer from . Foeſepb. 4 P 
Twould be a reviving the blaſ- tc 
phemous Hereſy of ſtigmatizd Ce- at 

1 rinthus, to aſſert, that Feſus was by tl 
Mature the real Son of Foſeph, yet 7 
A 
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he mult be look'd on as his Legi- | 
timate Parent, and entitled in all 
things to the right of Paternity, ex- in 
Cept that of Generation (4) which ac- 0 
coxdin3 to Rupertus Abbas (e) the e- in 

| ternal i Fe 


— * — —— 


(a) S. Mat. 1. 20. (6) 2 Reg. 7. 3. Reg. 9. 
| Pſam 88, & 131. (c) 3. Mat. 2. 2. (a) ba- 
| maſcen. Orat, de Nativ, B. V. (e) Rupert. in 

1 Math, : 


& — — — 


S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 5 


* 
1 


oyal ternal Father ſupply'd, by infuſing 
well 7 into the Husband of Mary, a Paternal 
tion, Lowe for her Son Feſus. (a) A Child 

the 3} lawfully conceived in Matrimony, 
eve- may ſtrictly call the Husband, Father, 


7 


ſe of which Title the H. Gh honours 
as tO S. Foſeph with, by the Mouth of the 
led immaculate Virgin, in her Bleſſed 
d in Son's Preſence; Your Father and I have 
ved 1 ſought you ſorrowing. (b) Children re- 

puted by common Fame to belong 
blaſ- to ſuch a Parent, or thoſe who are 
Ce- adopted, have right to inherit Ti- 
3 by tles and Patrimonies, much more 
yet Feſus who was born of Mary, Joſe ph's 
Legi= Wife; For according to the approv'd 
1 all Axiom of the Law. Whatever grows 
ex- in, or is built upon another's Soil, belongs 
n ac- fo the Oꝛyner thereof (e) Nor doth it 
1e e- invalidate what is here offer'd, that 
ernal | Feſus was the ſupernatural Fruit of 

| Virginity, for as Corn growing mi— 

| ' bz raculoully 


Reg. 9. 

4) Da- 1 — — — — — 

pert. in | (a) Rupert. in 1 Math, (b) S. Luke 2. 48. 
* (c) Inftit. ae Rer. Diviſ. | | 


a 


6 S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 
raculouſly in a Field, belongs io the 
Owner of the Soil, in like manner 
Mary was the real Mother of Feſus, 
miraculouſly begotten, and miracu- 
louſly born, and Foſeph by matiimo- 
nial Right may term him Son, be- 
cauſe born of his Wife's Body. The 
Scepter of Juda uſurp'd by invading 
and intruding Herod, came to Foſeph 
by heredicary Succeſſion, and conſe- 
quently to Chriſt, verifying what 
the Archangel foretold, The Lord will 
give him the Seat of David his Father. 
(a) Ferverous Contemplatives may 
addreſs S. Foſeph, with the admiring 
Expretiion of old Tobias to the Arch- 


angel Raphael, You are come of a noble 


Race! (b) What is yet more glori- 
ous, St. Foſeph had the Honour to 
call him Son upon Earth, whom the 
firſt Perſon of the adorable Trinity, 
has own'd from all Eternity, his be- 
gotten Son. | 

When 


(a) S. Luke 1. 32, (65) Tob, 5. 19. 
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| Almighty, to bring his choſen People 
out of Egyptian Slavery, and to 


S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory 7 
When Moyſes was deputed by the 


humble and confound the tyranni- 
zing Monarch, he favour'd the Thau- 
maturgus With the glorious Title ; 
I have appointed thee the God of Pha- 
roah (a) that is by eminent Power (b) 
to terrify him with afflicting Prodi- 
gies.— — After a more indulgent 
Manner, he might be call'd che God 
of the Hebrews, protecting, conducting, 
governing and ſupporting them. (c) By 
the ſame Rule, what may not be {aid 
of the grand Patriarch Saint Feoſeph ? 
who conducted, protected, govern'd 
and ſupported the God of Moyles ? 
He out of all tne Tribe of Juda was 
ſelected, as a Conſort and Com fort 0 
the Mother of Chriſt, the moſt Faithful 
and ſole Coadjutor to Feſus in his great 
Council upon Earth (d) If he who re- 
a 4 cei ve. 


1 


— — 


(a) Exod. 7. 1. (6) Cornel. a Lap. hic. (c) 
ldem bid. (d] S. Barnard hom. 2. ſuper miſſas eſt, 


8 S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 

receives a Prophet, in the Name of a f 
Prophet, ſhall have the Reward of a | 
Prophet. (a) He who with Toil and 
Sweat, entertain d God made Man, 
ſhail not he have a Reward pro- 
portionable ro the Greatneſs of his 
Gueſt ? His daily Actions in ſerving 
Chriſt, related to the Order of Hy- 
poſtaricsl Union, and therefore were 
more divine. (5) Can any thing be 
more aſtoniſhing, and at the fame | 
time more delighiul, than a Re- 
flection, How Joh walked with 
Jeſus in one Hand, and Mary in the 
Other, both being commited by Hea- 
ven to his Care and Conduct. 


The 


2 * N — — mn 


(a) Mat. 10. 41. (6) Lapide in 1 Math. 

SQuædam miniſteria preciſe pertinent ad ori- 
nem gratie gratum factentir, & in h. ſuper- 
num faſtigium tenent Apoſtoli, &c. alia werg 
ſunt miniſteria, que attingunt oydinem unionis 
Hypoſtaticæ, qii ex ſuo genere perfectior eſt, 
ut patet de maternitate Dei in B. Virgine, e iu 
hic ordine eſt miniſteriumt S. Joſephi. Swarez 3. 
©ucft, Par, 29. Diſput A8 ect. 1. 8. |<) 
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| reſpected St. Joſepb, next to his Vir- 


S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 9 
The Omnipotent, who with Light- 
ning, Thunder, and dreadful Sound 


i of Trumpet, proclaim'd a ſtrict Com- 
mand, Honour thy Father and thy Mo— 
tber, (a) doubtleſs, was the moſt ex- 


act obſcrver of it, and conlequently 


gin Mother. The Difference of pro- 


vok'd Coriolanus to his Mother Vetu- 
ria, (b) and the Tenderneſs of Anta 
to his Father Anchiſes, are but faint 


| Reſemblances of Feſus's Love 10 
| Foſeph : He who ſaid, long before 
the Incarnation, 1 aw Ged and not 
Man, (c) honovr'd him with divine 
Affection, a dutiful Child never lov'd 
ſo intenſely ; He lov'd him as a vi- 
gilant Preſerver of his Lite, with- 
drawing him fromthe bloody Hand 
of perſecuting Herod, If Mardochaus, 
for detedtingthe Conſpiracy of Ba- 
gat han and Thares, againſt King A 
1 ſuerus 


— —— ——— «B ͤͤͤ— 82 


| (a) Exod. . 12. (b) Val. Max, I. 5. c. 4. 
e) Oſce 11. 9. 
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10 S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glor. 
ſuerus, deſerv'd to have that Dutiful © 
Performance, tranſmitted to Poſte» 7 4 
rity by Imperial Anzals, (a) to be P 
cloathed with Royal Robes, and af 0 
Princely Diadem ſet on his Head, the a 
fr# Prince of the Court to lead his ſte 
Horſe, through the large Streets of ©: 
populous Sſa, and to proclaim ; ſo (l. 
the Man is to be honour'd, (b) whom | bes 
the King is pleas'd to honour, What 0b, 
Preferment, what Marks of Eſteem 77 
and Glory, Is due to our great Pa- = 
triarb the Guardian and Governour 5" 
of the King of Kings, Jeſus Chriſt ? | ho 
who ſupported him in his Minority, be) 


* 


and with many a fatiguing Days 
Work, took Pains, that the Sen of "ak 
God ſhould not be neceſſitated to}, he 


paſs from Door to Door begging 


and 
Subſiſtance Bread. All the noble The 
preſidents, of grateful Returns to 10 

Favours, recorded by Plutarch, T. tus) lacr 
Livius, Val, Maximus, and Other Au- ing 


1 thory, - 
(a) Efter z. 21. (5) IId. c. 6. v. 8, 9. (a, 


S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 11 
| fthors, whether ſacred or Prophane, 
care inſt gnificant and er to ex- 
preſs Jeſuss Love to Foſeph ! Hear 

” our bleſſed Redeemer's own Words in 
e a Revelation approv'd by the Ea- 
fern Church, and recited by IJſidorus 

| fl out of grave Authors; I convers'd 
ſo © (ſaid Chriſt) with Joſeph, as if I had 
been his Son, he commanded me and | 
2 obey'd him, I lov'd him as my Father, 
and even as the very Apple of my Eye. 
pa- 80 he was honour'd, whom the 
our great God of Aſſuerus was pleas'd to 
if > honeur, the Omnipotent Creator o- 

: | be bey ing the Voice of Man. (a 

Jays The Apoſtles took it as a ſpecial 
' Favour, to be permitted to eat at 

the ſame Table with their Meſſias 
q og and Maſter, and certainly it was ſo: 
S le! The Penitent Magdalen difſolv'd in- 
as toll to Tears of Love, at the kiſſing his 
Tie \facred Feet, her Soul overflow- 
u. ing with Heavenly Delights; S. John 


dorf B Exengeli 5 
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11 8. Joſeph s Dignity and Glory 


Evangeliſt leaning on his divine | 3 
Breaſt ſecm'd to have a Fore- taſte of | w 
the Sweets of P:radi/e, and yet what 9 

( 
is all this, compared to the Favours Þ k 


and Privileges S5. Foſeph enjoy'd, not 1, 


for a ſhort time, but convers'd fa- 8 
miliarly with him, for che long Space . 
of near thirty Years 2 The little 1 
Teſus in his Infancy lean'd daily on ws 
his Father's Breaſt, and whilit the 
Patriarch humbly carcſs'd him, 'tis no 


vain imagination to repreſent to * 
ourſelves the divine Babe frerching| 1 
forth his ſacred Arms, caſting them 28 
about his Neck, and {aluting bim. den 
Oh! the unſpcakablc Joy, which then 

repleniſh'd the Hearr of this bleſ. © 

ſed Saint! eſpecially at ſuch times <0 
as deputed Choirs of Angels ſang] ? 

in the little Houle of Naz zreth the Mo 
_ Glory of their great God, there pre- [269 

* 


{ent in St. Foſeph's Arms. This hap4 Y, 
pen'd frequently as the bleſſed Vir Jet, 
gin reveal'd 10 St. Brigit in the fol 


lowing Wards : St. Joſeph often be) m_ 
hel. (a, 


17. 4. 


| S.Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 13 
2 held an admirable Glory, in the Midſe 
OL? of which my Son appear d in great Splen- 
at Wl dor, and at the ſame time Heavenly Mu- 
ars fick delighted our Hearts, the Angels 
ot Þ . | : 
a. declaring and ſinging the Glory of my 
Son (a) 8. Foſeph kiſſing a thouſand 


a times, the ſacred Feet of his Saviour, 
—_ | ſeem'd continually on Mount Thabor, 


hell and had greateſt Reaſon to congra- 
tus tulate with himſelf, and ſay ro Feſus, 
; NO N Lord, tis good for us to be here. (H) The 
3 f hidden Life of Feſus of Nazareth, is 
15! Subject, not for Diſcourſe but Con- 
wy templation. 

55 | The merciful Decree having paſsd 
blel. to Redeem prevaricating Mankind, 


31 


med the Son Of God ſingled out the ever 
lang immaculate Virgin Mary to be his 
5 hl Mother, whom the eternal Father 


pre adopted as his Daughter: A Conſort 
nap] Was to be found, a Helper like to her 
Vir ſelf, (c) and for many important Rea- 
> fol B ſons, 


8 


den be y * TOY i wo Joe > 2s — 5 — 
| bel. (a) S. Birg. lib. 6. Rev. c. 58. (6) S. Mat. 
| I 7. 4 ˙ (e) Gen. . 1 8. ; | 
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to Death for an Adultereſs, that her + 
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14 S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. Þ 
ſons. That ſhe might not be ſton' d 


Pedigree might be derived by her 
Husband's, that ſhe might have a j 
Support and Comforter, S. Ignatius || # 
M. adds a fourth, (a) That the mi- 0 
raculous conception of Chriſt might 
be conceal d from the Devil. But being 
that Man is Head of the Woman, as th 
Chriſt is Head of the Church—— and co 
as the Church is ſubject to Chriſt, ſo alſo er 
Women in all things to their Husbands. 
() Who was ſo qualified as to com- th. 
mand Her whom the highelt Sera- tue 


phim would take it as an Honour to mi 


obey? She to receive ſubmiſſively a | hit 
Husband's Orders, and to move im- | ne: 
mediately at his firſt Beck? Hear 
and admire ! The molt blefed Trinity cau 
out of the numerous Tribe of Juda, par 
made choice of the Heir to the wit 


Crown ant 
8 — 6 1 : | 
| 5 — 
(a) #pud S. Hieron. in 1 Math. (5) Ad E. (a 
phef. 5. 43, 24. | f 8. Ma 


.S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 15 
nd Crown (a) and Scepter of David, 
not poſſibly becauſe he was ſo, but 
for that he was juſt, (5) which Word 
s comprehenſive, and includes, 4 per- 
tius fect poſſeſſion of all Virtues, (c) If Men 
mi- of the World could have appointed 
their Parents, they would have had 
them ſo poliſh'd in every reſpect, 
, 4s that the moſt inventive Thought, 
and could not deſcribe Perſons of great- 
alſo er Perfection, both as to Mind and 
nds. Body; the Power of God could make 
om; the Spouſe of Mary prefcrable in Ver- 
'era- | rues, to all other Men, and to ſur- 
to | miſe his Goodneſs has not favour'd 
y 2 him, is to rank divine Affection be- 
im- neath our own. 
lear ' We cannot be too tender and 
init) | cautious in the leaſt ſeeming Com- 
'uda, pariſon, relating to the B. Virgin 
the | with St. Foſeph. She is like the radi- 
own ant Sun; in her Preſence Stars of 
Ho B 2 the 


1 — 
— 


2 


2 11. 12 — 


Ad E. (a) Rupertus Corn, a Lapide in 1. Math, (5) 
S8. Math. 1. 19. (c) S. Hieron, in 1 Math, 


16 S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory, | 
the firſt Magnitude diſappear. Se h 
alone, gave a Body to redeem the f- 
9 World, for the Fleſh of Chriſt, is the © h 
= Fl:ſh of Mary, (a) The Omnipotency © C 
1 of God cannot create a greater Mos | 
ther. (V) She had a clear Knowledge 
of her eminent Dignity ; that ſhe | 
was not only ſovereign Queen of | u 
all Saints and Angels, but the true m 
if and real Mother of God, and in vi 
7 this Reſpect St. Foſeph was much her ; h. 
| inferior, yet the Love and Reſpe& th 
if ſhe had for her dear Spoyſe, caus d ne 


| 
0 her to ſet aſide her Prerogatives, and ch 
1 as one under Obedience, to render eff 
him all manner of Service and Ho- pr 
| nour imaginable. Feſuc was her God, tir 
ſh and the called Joſeph her Lord, (c) by 


ſpeaking to him and of him with St 
profound Reſpe& and Eſteem, as if ric 


— — 
—— — — * 0 
. 


1 

| | he had been more deferving than} ot 
| ber, uk 
4 ; 

| 6 — — — — —— — Hi 
1 (a) S. Auguſtin Serm. de Aſſump. (b) S. RON 
; UF 


Bonav. Io. 2. in ſpec. B. M.S, (c] Bridg. 7. Rev. 
© 24. 4 
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lous Protector of her conſecrated 
unſpotted Honour, againſt any Sur- 


- miſe or Reproach, concerning her 
virginal Child-birth: She reſpected 


by an Angel! If the aftoniſh'd 


(li) S. Lule 1. 43. 


— 11 


S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 17 
herſelf. Never was any Virgin Lady 
ſo faithfully loving, ſo chaſtly be- 
hav'd, ſo religiouſly engaging in 
Converſation, with her noble Spouſe. 
She lov'd him tenderly, as the zea- 


Virginity, as the Preſerver of her 


himas Head and Husband, as one of 
the greateſt Merit of all Mankind, 
next to her Son Feſus ; therefore ſhe 
chearfully condeſcended tothe mean- 


| eſt Services, whereby ſhe could e- 
\ preſs her humble Duty. O preroga- 


tive not to be ſufficiently ſer forth 


St. Elizabeth was fixd in Admira- 
tion, and with a loud Voice, cry'd 
Out, hence is this to me, that the Mo- 
ther of my Lord ſhould come to me (a) 
How ought we to extol his Dignity, 

| B 3 whom 


— 
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18 S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 
whom the ſame Mother of God 
ſerv'd and obey d long thirty Years ? 
The Devout Clients may take full 
Notice, how in honouring S. Foſeph 
they join with the ever bleſſed Virgin, 
in her former frequent Performan- 
ces. = 

We are not to diſcourſe of S. Jo- 
ſeph in the ſame Dialect, as when we 
mention other Saints. Tis true, eter- 
nal Verity has declar'd, that a- 


mongſt the born of Women, none hat 
riſen greater than John the Baptiſt, (a) 
which at firſt ſight, ſeems to poſt- 
pone the bleſſed Virgin; S. Luke + 
explicates the foregoing Words. 
there has not aroſe a greater Prophet. (C) 
Hence St. Ambroſe and St. Hilarius - 


obſerve, that the Baptiſt is nor ſtil'd 
greateſt abſolutely bur relatively ro 
the foregoing Prophets of the Old 
Teſtament. He is not compared to 


the bleſſed Virgin, St. Foſeph, or 
the 


2 — 


(.] S. Math: 11. 11. (6) S. Luke 7. 28, 
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(a) Corn. a Lab. in Math. 11. (6) S. Meth. 
24.45. (c) S. Them. 1 p. q. 25. (a) S. Tho. 3. p. 


What St. Matthe 
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S. Joſeph's Dignzry and Glory. 19 
| the Apoſtles, who following Chrif, by 
] Reaſon of their Apoſtolical Dignity, 
were no leſs, perchance, greater than 
John. (a) Be how it will, in Reſpect 
of the firſt Evangelical Promulgers of 
- Chriſtianity, that Prudent and faithful 
Servant whom our Lord conſtituted over 
bis Family to provide Food in due time, 
() in all Equity ſeems excepted 
from the general Rule. Let it be 
+ Tpoken with all imaginable Defe- 
7 rence to St. John, 
Prieſt, undaunted Prophet, and glo- 
rious Martyr, and there appears a 
vaſt Diſtance betwixt a Parent and 
. Precurſor. The bleſſed Virgin Mary, 
as Mother of God has a certain infinite 
© Dignity; (c) next to her, the greateſt 
Degree of Honour ſeems S. Foſeph's 
Right, by how much be was rais d to 
* higher Dignity (d) above others, 
 icts down; Mary 


the zealous 


of 


for calling him the Husband of Ma- 


ry, the Title is ineffable, (a) and no- : 


thing more glorious can be ſaid of him. 


S. Foſeph's perſonal Services to God 
made Man, and thoſe of the bleſſed _ 
Virgin, are of a far higher Rank, 


than what was perform'd by others. 


_ Helabour'd, he toil'd, that our 5 
bleſſed Redeemer might be ſupported, 
and ſupply'd in all human Neceſſi- 


ties: So that at the laſt dreadfal 


Day, when wicked Men will-2wither 
away with Fear, (b) whilſt happy Souls 
will be admiring the Goodnels of 
the immortal Fudge, for taking No- 
tice of their ſmall Dutics in reliev- 
ing him, in the Perſons of his Little 
Ones, as not knowing well how to 

under- 
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Ti. 26, 


20 S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory, j 


(a) Con. 3. in nat. B, Marie. (5) S. Lak: 


of whom Jeſus was born, is to Con- 
templatives, a compleat Elogium of 
all her Praiſes, S. ohn Damaſcen makes 
the ſame Inference as to St. Joſephb, 
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„ S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 21 
N- | underſtand the Superlative Favour, 


of 


iev- 


der- 


— — ; 


ledgment, may be literally apply'd 
to St. Foſeph after this Manner, Come 
my bleſſed Father, take Poſſeſſion of a 
Kingdom, prepared for you, from the 
Beginning of the World, for I (who fit 
upon this Throne) was hungry, and 
3 you gave me to eat, thirſty and you gave | 
mme to drink, a Stranger and you enter® | 
tain'd me, | 
and Paleſtine. If St. Martin, then a 
ittle 
Nv 0. 


they will enquire, Lord! When did 
Ve ſce you, hungry , naked, Or a 
Stranger [a] at that Time our great 
Patriarch, may receive publick Ho- 
nours before the congregated Uni- 
verſe, for whereas our merciful Sa- 
Diour Will ſay to the loweſt ſaved 
Souls, come ye bleſſed of my Father, &c. 


The charming and glorious Acknow- 


for thirty Years in Egypt 


Catechumen, deſerv'd to fee Chriſt, 
bearing on his ſacred Shoulders part 


of the Cloak, he had beſtowed upon 


B 5 an 


E = 


[a] §. Math. 25. DV, 34. 37. | 
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S. Joſeph” s Dignity and ou 
an eben Creature, [a] we cannot | 
ſy comprehend the Honours reſerved 
buy the great and good God, who with 
Sound of Trumpet may proclaim, L | 
was naked from Head to Foot, and 
Foſeph here preſent, cloathed me, he 
Frequently deveſted himſelf of his 
own Garments to ſecure me from 
ſhivering, in freezing Blaſts, ; 

The melifluous Doctor of Clara- 

vallas, Makes a ſort of Parallel, be- 
twixt Joſeph the Son of Facob Gover- | 
nour of Egypt [b] and Foſeph the | 
*f Governour of Chriſ#, The nd has 1 
{+ Afiricter Right to the Encomiums ol t! 


mes 0 ib my wy mw, 70S ee „. 


the firſt, attributed to him in ſacred . 4; 
WT Writ. No Man on the Earth (lays y 
1 Ececleſiaſticus [e] was like to bim, 
iff who was a Man born the Prince of his þ 
Bret hren, the Stay of the Nation, à Prop 6 
of to his People: The Egyptian A- ( 
1 narch, took the Ring from his own 5 
Finger, and gave it into 7 Ih 
5 [a] In vita 8. Martin, [h] S. Neue 1 


Hom, 2. in miſſus 5 [c] Eccleſ. 46. 17. | = 


Wha 


1 1 | OE Es be 
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not 


| TD] Gen. 42. [5] hid. 


is 

27 
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the bleſſed Virgin was a prince, cho- 


Co- operating ſo immediately to the 


he did upon the Apoſtles, fo much as 
Vas expedient to diſcharge his in- 


cond Chariot, [a] commanding all 10 
bow the Knee before him, and a Cryer 


over the whole Land of Egypt, the 
Throne only diſtinguiſhing him from 


| full of the Spirit of God. {b] The Ap- 


he was honour'd with the moſt glo- 
rious wedding Ring, as Husband to 
the Mother of Jeſus, in all probabi- 
lity having the ſecond Seat in Hea- 


Hand, ordering him to mount the ſe- 
to proclaim, that he was Governour 


Pharaoh, who ſaid of him that he was 
plication is obvious. The Spouſe of 


{en by the Almighty to be the Ruler 
and Support of the ſacred Family, 


ven, next to his Virgin Spouſe, He 
was the Protector of his Saviour, and 
by Conſequence, full of the Spirit of 
God ; for doubtleſs, the H. Ghoſt, 


Incarnation, deſcended upon him, as 


cumbent 
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cumbent Duty bleſſing him with 
Angelical Purity, ſingular Prudence, 


heroick Fortitude, unlimited Pati- 


ence, unſhaken Conſtancy, profound 


F 


* 
— 


C 
2 
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Humility, ſeraphical Love of God, ; 
and intenſe Affection for his im- a 
maculate Spouſe, as alſo ſuch other © 


Vertues as feem'd due to him, who 
Was deputed not to prevent Famine | 
in Egypt, but to preſerve the Bread 
coming down from Heaven, (a) which 
was to redeem Mankind, and nou- 
Tiſh the Faithful, in the moſt bleſs | 
ſed Sacrament of the Altar, rendring | 
them happy in Paradiſe by the Be- 
atifical Viſion of himſelf, and the o- 
ther two Adorable Perſons of the | 
moſt ſacred Trinity. 4] 

From what has been already of- 
fer'd, may connaturally be inferr'd, | 
that "tis not temerarious nor improbas | 
ble, but rather pious and very like, to 


* : 


be of Opinion, that S. Joſeph excels all | 
5 | other | — 
— —. — n — — : 


(a) 1 Joan. 6. 


ä 
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other Saints (except the bleſſed Vir- 


gin) in Grace and Glory, (a) None 
cCan diſpute Precedence of Coronati- 


on, with the Royal Conſort of the 
Mother of God. Marcianus, a Servant, 
and Subject, became Emperour up- 
on the Marriage with Palcheria, they 
both living Virgins; and *twould 
be a Defect in Judgment as well as 
in Devotion, to entertain Thoughts, 
that others go before the Favourite 


of Heaven. The conſulting ſedate 
' Reaſon and common Senſe, lays De- 
monſtration in our Way, that lower 
Subjects give Place to him, who was 
the Object of Feſus's and Mary's ar- 


dent Affections: So that, the Dream 


of Joſeph in Canaan is verefied allo 
in our glorious Patriach, the Stars a- 
dore him, (b) that is to {ay all Bleſſed 
Spirits reverence him, as was re- 
veal'd to St. Gertrude on the Vigil 


of 


ag R—— —̊L„—k 


H——_—. 


— — 


(a) Suarez P. 3. T. 2. Diſput. 8. Cc. (5) Gen, 


2 — 


in, to whom Heaven was laid open, | 


and when the Choir ſang S. Joſeph's 


Praiſes, or the Prieft at the Altar 
nam'd him, the Saints bow'd their 
Heads, (a) ſhewing ſigns of Joy, and 


Congratulation, for the Honours 4 4 


(a) Iꝝ vita S. Gertrud. 
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26 S. Joſeph's Dignity and 175. þ | 
of the Annunciation of the bleſſed Vir- | 


him 1 upon Earth. Wherefore as the 8. 
Worſhip of Latria is offer'd ſolely to /e 
God, Heper della to the bleſſed Virgin, th 
the higheſt Dulia belongs to St. 70 © of 
ſepb. V 
Before I cloſe this Chapter, I can- | fo 
not forbear remarking, how unjuſt | 4 
the common Pencils are to our Pa- £ m. 
zriarch, that (I know not on what 5 
Account) repreſent him, both as to fo 
Age and Features, not becoming the J. 
Foſter-Father of Feſus, and Spouſe of w. 
Mary. In all probability the Son of | Af 
God would not provide a Husband ce: 
to his beloved Mother, who had the de 
HAC Perſonal Detect ; and altho*' he be 
ef | 

— —— — — 


— 3 —_ 


1 W e 


7 
2 25 
122 
ot 
x 


ry. : S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 27 


7 17s to be expos'd, as leaning on a Staff, 
tar 


the 8. Bernard is of Opinion, that St. Jo- 
to ſeph was to the Likeneſs of Mary, and 
gin, the learned Gerſon adds, that the Face 
70 of Feſus reſembled the Face of Joſeph, 
_ whom his Progenitor Royal David 
-2n« | foretold, would be the moſt beautiful 
juſt & amongſt the Sons of Men, (a) Confore 
pa- | Mable to the Word of God, 4 Father 
what | is known by his Son. (b) Foſedh there- 
s to fore had the agreeable Features of 


þ 


the Feſus, and Mary, his very Perſon 
e of Vas to create Reſpect, Reverence and 
» of Affection, in the three Eaſtern Prin- 
band ces, who came to adore their Re- 
the deemer, and Infant God, in obſcure 
oi he Bethlehem, He was not only Conſort, 


| 1ght * | buy 


F Le aan NN — 


— — g (4) Pſal, 44. 31, (3) Eccleſ. II, 10. 
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but conſtant Companion to the 
Queen of Heaven, and ſeeing that 


Beauty, according to St. Auguſtin, is 


a Gift of God, rendring his Works 
amiable, the Omnipotent Son who 
had full Power to qualify his Father 
upon Earth, would not refuſe this 
additional Ornament, to his other 
diſtinguiſhing Perfections. The Be- 


thulian Judith, was admir'd by Holo- 


fernes, and the whole Camp of the 
Aſſjyrians, God himſelf giving finiſh- 
ing Strokes (a) to compleat the 


lovely Object; ſuch like Favours 


granted to her and others, cannot 
in any Equity of Conſtruction, be 
{uppos'd refus d to Foſeph. It may be 
verify'd of him, more than of In- 
conſtant Jrael, thou art my Servant, 1 
will glory in thee. (b) His Life was all 
of one Piece, and not parti-colour'd. 
What relates to Particulars, will be 


briefly cxplicated afterwards by Me- 


ditations, 


8 


a 2 


(a) Tudith I 0, 440 ſaias 49. 3. 
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S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 29 
ditations, from the Time of his 
joyful Birth, to his moſt happy De- 


parture, in the divine Arms of 


TFeſus, 


- 5 * PO * R 


At what time the Devotion to 
St. Joſeph became Univerſal. 


= HE Great Alexander, ſtanding 


before the Tomb of Achilles, 
lamenting his own Misfortune, and 
magnified the Advantage of the 
fam'd Warriour : Happy Achilles 


( ſaid he) who had Homer to deſcribe 


bis Conqueſts ; of which notwithſtand- 
ing, the greateſt Part is the Product 
of Poetical Fancy. Let us extol 
the Honour of S. Joſeph, and ſay, 
Thrice happy he! Who had the Omni- 
potent to be his Panegyriſt! We have 
already beard, how the H. 9255 

| has 
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has derived his Pedigree ſrom Abra- 


ham ; the Scriptures take Notice of 
him, by Name, whenever Occaſion | 


preſents it ſelf; Angelical Meſſen- 
gers from Heaven, are ſeveral times 
(a) diſpatch'd to him, and command- 
ed to addreſs Foſeph ; The Son of God 
vas ſubject and obedient to him; (b) and 
had he been living when Chriſt bled 


on Mount Calvary for all Mankind, 


queſtionleſs, he would have ſtood 
Hero-like, with his dolourous Spouſe 
under the Croſs, Notwithſtanding 
theſe Encomiums; and what may be 
deduced from em, the brighter Lu- 
fire of St- Joſeph's Glory did not 
dart its Beams from the Clouds, till 
many Ages after his Departure. Tis 
true St. Chryſoſtom, St. Gregory Na- 
YLianzen, St. Peter Chryſogolus, with o- 
ther Ancient Writers, here and there 
deliver'd in ſhort Sentences, their 

Sen- 


(a) S. Math, 1 20. S. Math, 2. 13. 20, | 
al. . 1 | 
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Glory; but theſe may be term'd 
rather tranſient Hints, than in- 
* tended Panegyricks, for the Devo- 
tion met not with any extraordi- 
- nary Encouragement, till the Reign 
of Pope Gregory XI of that Name, 
in the fourteenth Century. 


of) conſecrated to his Memory, is 
' a Chapel in the Cathedral Church 
of Avignon, dedicated to S. Agricola. 


20 S. Joſeph. = 


Sentiments concerning his Merits and 


The firft Place (P. Barrie knows 


The Alter Piece repreſents the Pa- 


into Egypt. Round about this Chapel 
this Pope placed his Coat of Arms, 
and large Eſcutcheons of Stone, en- 
| creaſing at the ſame time, the Re- 
| venues of the Canons of that Church 
' Perchance this was a petitioning 
St. Foſeph, to diſpoſe Traly for his 
Reception, the Vicars of Chriſt ha- 
ving continued ſeventy Years abſent 
from Rome. De facto he return'd to 
his Roman Chair, five Years after his 


triarch, conducting Jeſus and Mary 


Creation 
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ſtians, before the fourteenth Cen- 
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Creation which was An. 1370, So it t. 


ſeems as if St. Foſeph ( who brought 7 a 


our Lord out of Egypt) was thſtru- 7 C 
mental in Gregory's Return, from a ® 4 
private City in France to the Capi- $, 
tal of the World, There belongs 8 
to the abovemention'd Chapel, a n 
Confraternity of Batchelors, and a » 
Sodality of Virgins, who in the ſo- fe 
lemn Proceſſion on his Feſtival carry | P 
in their Hands Poſies of Flowers, p; 
as Emblems of the fragrant Odour} 
of his eminent Virtues. In our] 
Age Devotion to him is Univerſalf 
through the habitable World: His] © 
Feaſt is of Precept, proper Hymns 
are appointed in the divine Office 43 
to ſing his Praiſes and Prerogatives, fir 
every one contending to be the fore-| 
moſt in his Favour, | : 
But Why? (ſays the Modern Cri- fe 
tick) y were the glorious Merits w 
of Sr. 12. ſo long conceal'd ? Why| le 
ly made known to Chri- 


— — 
r 


N 


3. 


tury? 6 


5 
8 
5 


it 5 


4 


1c 


at Why's and Whereſore's, in divine 
2 Government, twas the enſnaring 
Quære of the envious and malicious 

Serpent, Which was the Maſter- 
- Spring to ruin Adam and all his nu- 
merous Poſterity. Why Hath God com 
manded you not to eat? (a) A Reaſon 
for the Precept. Tis unpardonable 
Preſumption to enter into the Omni- 


Decrees: It is ſufficient, to have 


Omnipotent and Omniſcient has ſo or- 
dlerd it, His Ways are unſearchable 
and who has been his Counſellor ? (b) In- 
finite Wiſdom knows beſt, why U- 
niverſal Devotion to the Keeper of 
His Lord, is of fo freſh a Date. I of- 
fer ſomething of the like Nature by 
Way of Retortion, which carries no 
leſs Difficulty in the Solution. 
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tury ? True Believers are to tremble 


otent's hidden Secrets, and damna- 
le Curioſity, to dive into his ſecret 


Evidence, God has commanded it, the 


Moyſes 


E-3 3h 4 — — — oe 


9 / (a) Gen, 3. 1. (% Ad Roman. In, 33. 3 4+ 
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preſent Day. (a) We know why he Co 


Moyſes ( who ſpake to him Face to 
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Moyſes from the Mounts, Nebo | 
and Phaſga viewing Paleſtine: depart- "KK 
ed in the Land of Moab, the Lord he 
commanded him to dye, and He bu- FE th 
ried him in the Valley of Moab, and D 


no Man knows his Sepulcher unto this || St. 


and Aaron were not permitted to | Pie 
enter the Land of Promiſe, but are] an 
abſolutely ignorant, Why God would Þ ſw 
bury him with private Obſequies, | 
Why would not the Creator, glorifying | PI 


them, that glorify him, (b) honour Þ uy 
33 


Face (c) as a Man is accuſtom'd to ſpeak dri 
to his Friend) as much, as an inferiour þ PF! 
Prophet Elizeus? whole very Bones 
in the Sepulcher, by a caſual Touch, | Yet 
reviv'd a dead Body? (4) Again, þ 2 
the Archangel Michael contended | in 
with the Devil, concerning the Body bee 
of the ſaid Moyſes, (e) Why this Strife? bol 

Where-| bet 


— —— — 
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(eh Deut. 34. 6.(b) 1. Reg. 2. 30. (c) Exede| 


33. 11. (4) 4 Reg. 13. 21. (e) Epiſt. Jud. v. 9 * 
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bo © Therefore, and to what End? hen 
t- was it? What was the Subject ofthe 
ord hot Diſpute? The ſolid Anſwer to 
u- this and other unknown Reſolves in 


and Divine adminiſtration, is that of 


N 


this St. Paul, who on Earth has been God's 
he | Counſellor ? However prudent and 
to] pious Interpreters, with Humility 
are | and Submiſlion offer to return an An- 
ul ſwer to the raſh Vhs. The He- 
ies, | brew Nation, was ſo ſtupendiouſly 
ing prone to the horrid Crime of Idola- 
our] try, that even when they were ſo 
e to] terrify'd with divine Majeſty thun- 
peak dring on the fiery Mountain, they 
our | petition'd that Moyſes might ſpeak 
nes lte them not the Lord leſt they dyed. (a) 
ach, Vet a few days after, concluding 
ain, | Moſes to be {uffocated with the con- 
deg | finual and thick Smoak, or to have 
ody been ſtruck dead by ſome Thunder- 
rifcꝰ] bolt, (b) they proſtrated themſelves 
before a detormed Idol, owning the 


moulten 


del 8 
gp , (s) Exod. 20. 19. (b) Abulens in Exon, 
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36 Of Univerſal Devotion * 
moulten Calf, to have been their 
merciful Deliverer from Egyptian 
Slavery. If therefore they impiouſly 
ador'd, what they knew to have been 
form'd out of their Sons and Daugh- 
ters Earings (a) and Bodkins, what 
would they not have done, having 
certain Poſſeſſion of the Lawgivers) 
Body ? of his who had wrought ſuch}. 
and ſo many prodigious Wonders“ 
(they were Eye-witneſſes of) both 
in Egypt and in the Deſert, both on 
Land and in the Erithrean Sea? Tig 
much to be feared, they would have 
Deity'd the Thaumaturgus, as blind}. 
Gentility plac'd Jupiter, Mars and 
other renown'd Heroes in the Num4 


ber of the fictitious Gods. To pre P. 


vent ſo horrid an Attempt, no Ma 
knows the Sepulcher of Moyles unt 
this preſent Day. 


Thij 
(a) Exod, 3 1. 2. 


Mg N 
Mig 
4 += 5 


heir 
tian 1 
ully 
Deen”. 
ug h-| 
what! 

fore his Body was conceal'd, and be- 
cauſe St. Foſeph was ſo ſublime a 
Saint, it ſeemed expedient to the 


to S. Joſeph. 37 
This ſeems to anſwer ſufficiently 
2why the Primitive Ages took not 


full Cogniſance of St. Foſeph's Me- 


rits and Glory, nor repreſented em 
clearly, to Chriſt's Faithful. Becaule 
Moyſes was ſo great a Man, there- 


Catholick Church, directed by the 


Holy Ghoſt, not to appoint him any 
publick Honours. Obſerve the Rea- 
ſon; ſcarce was Chriſtianity well 
| ſettled, when the Ebionites attempt- 
ed to rob our bleſſed Redeemer Of his 
Divinity, affirming moſt ſacrilegi- 
 oully, that 
Father of Jeſus, and by Conſequence, 
they deny'd the Angelical Virgini- 
ty of the Mother of God: The preach- 
ing up at that time St. Joſeph's Prero- 
|. gatives, and eminent Glory, would 
have given ſeeming Encouragement, 
to thoſe blaſphemous Heretichs, and 
likewiſe might have ſtirr'd up dan- 


Foſeph was the natural 


gerous 


i 


Father of Feſus is ferverouſly enter 
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gerous Thoughts in weak Believers, | 
For Men (as is obſerv'd) are too 
frequently carried on to Extrearns, þ; 
in honouring ſuch as they love and 
admire, and the enlarging on what | . 
has been ſaid already, wich what Wit | | 
and Eloquence could ſet forth in his] 1 
Praiſes, might havetuggeſted forcible | 
Doubts, that poſſibly he was the] ] 
Natural Father of Feſus, becauſe the] ir 
real Husband of Mary; eſpecially] d 
converſing with the Ebzonites, who 
were learned Men, ſo affected Sancti-F 
ty, and agreeable Behaviour, There-| 
fore the Catholick Church proceed-] 18 
ed moſt prudently, chuſing the other] 5 
Extream and paſſing him over in] liq 
long Silence, whilſt ſhe celebrated} He 
the Memory of many, who could jj; 
not pretend to ſtand in Competition. ] ries 
Thoſę Heterodox Opinions having] 
been detected, deteſted and extin Na; 
guiſh'd, che Danger ceaſes, and there+| the 
tore univerſal Devotion to the Fofter-| 
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tained | (a) 


to S. Joſepfn. 39 


Ts, | tained, and highly applauded, where- 
00 | ever the Chriſtian Religion is pro- 
ins, feſs'd. . 
md] The Omnipotent doth not order 
hat] any thing but by the ſtrict Rules of 
Vit | fit Diſpoſitions, and ſuitable Prepa- 
bis] rations, in the exacteſt Meaſure and 
ble] Veight, (a) proportioning Particu- 
the} lars to time and Circumſtances, as his 
the] infinite Wiſdom ſeems moſt con- 
ally} ducing to his greater Glory. This 
who} fupream Being, who fo frequently in 
aCti-F the Old Teſtament calls himſelf, 
\ere-} The Lord of Hoſts, the God of Armies, 
eed-F. is infinitely vigilant over his Church 
cher] militant upon Farth, that the rebel- 
r in Hous Gates of Hell may not prevail. (b) 
rated] He ſends forth timely freſh Su 
ould} plies to oppoſe diabolical Adverſa- 
ition. ] ries, and notorious Spreaders of er- 
aving roneous Doctrine: In the Law of 
extin Nature, the holy Patriarchs faced 
here] the Enemy: in the written Law, 
Foſter- : b 2 com- 
enter... . 3 

ained (a) Saptent. 11. 11. (6) S. Mat. 16. 18. 


the approaching Rebels. Even Care 


ao Of Univerſal Devotion 
commiſſion d Prophets fought vali- 


antly in the front of his Forces; in 


ours of Grace, the Apoſtles and their 
Succeſſors, lawfully ſent, force back 


is taken againſt the Conſummation 


of the World, Henock and Elias are 
yet living as a Reſerve to head the | 
Ele& in oppoſing monſtrous Anti- 
| Chriſt in his violent Career; whoſe | 
ſhort Reign, will be attended with | 
ſo great Tyranny and Terrour, that | 
ere it poſſible, the very Choſen would | 
conform, and be led into Errour. (a) 
The protecting and ſweet Provi-| 
dence of God, from the very Birth of 
Chriſtianity, according to reſpective} 
Neceſlity, has ſrom time to time, 
rais'd up Religious Orders, to curb| 
and humble bold Broachers of Liber- 
tine Novelties, diſagreeable and diſ- 
honourable to the pure Doctrine of} 
Chriſt Feſus: This Lord God of Armies, 
| | has 


1 
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(a) S. Math. 24. 24. 
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to S. Joſeph: 41 
has ſtrengthen'd his Church in the 
in |, laſt corrupt Ages) as ſome are pi- | 
eir | ouſly of Opinion) by the conquering | 
ck | Reſerve, St. Foſeph, eſpecially againſt 
are | thoſe who crafrily lurk within the 
jon | Pale, and offer the rankeſt Poyſon, in 
are | the Golden Cup of reforming Mo- 
the rals. To Learned Divines, this ap- 
nti= | pears an Anſwer of no ſmall Weight, 
10ſe | Why the Univerſal Devotion was not 
vith | entertain'd, till the Heretical Con- 
that | tagion, threatned a general Infection 
In moſt Provinces, and Kingdoms, 
()] tothe End the Faithful might more 
-ovi-| perceptably and efficaciouſſy expe- 
th of] rience the Power and Protection 
ctive of the Patriarch, calling on him 
ime, With greateſt Fervour (the Devoti- 
curb} on being in its Meridian ) to defend 
ber- bis pure Doctrine, whoſe Divine Per- 
4 dif- fon he protected upon Earth. 
ne off Other congruous Reaſons might 
rmies, be alledg'd, why this Devotion is of 
has} 2 late ſtanding, but I haſten to ſhew 
how advantagious it is, If in 
E-- 0-3 a. 
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42 Of Univerſal Devotion, cc. 
what has been already faid, the 
Reader finds not compleat Satif- |: 
faction, let him obediently acquieſce |; 


Almighty God deſigning it after this 2 
Manner, and pioully imagining that 
he checks out forward Curioſity, * 


with Words ſpoken to the Prince 
of the Apoſtles ; What I do thou | 


knoweſt not at preſent, thou ſhalt know |- 


afterwards, when ſo divinely hap- | 
py, as to Praiſe, Love, and con- 
template, with St. Jeſeph, the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt | 
for all Eternity. N 


CHAP. 


Jof the Powerful 


CHAP. II. 
St. Joleph, to 


his Devout 
Cl; E ul Ss, | 


* H E illuminated St. Tereſa of 


Feſus, celebrated for frequent 


Revelations, and Religious Obſer- 
vuance, who ſucceſsfully reform'd the 
Calc'd Carmelites, and exeted Mona- 
ſteries and Convents for both Sexes, 
that ſhe might ſurmount fuch Diffi- 
culties, which to prudent Men ap- 
pear'd inſuperable, took the glori- 
ous St. Joſeph for her Lord and Ad- 
vocate. 
other Saints, ſtiling him her Fatber 
and Maſter. Under his auſpicious 
Protection, ſhe a poor Virgin, found- 
ed thirty two Religious Houſes, 
notwithſtanding the Oppofition of 
| ſecular Princes, and ſeveral of her 
- own Order and Profeſſion. Take her 


She honour'd him above all 


OWN 


Aſſiſtance of 


44 Of S. Joſeph SA. ance: 5 
own Expreſſion in commending this E= 
Saint out of the ſixth Chapter of cox 
her Life, out of Obedience penn d Lo 
by herſelf. * be 
14 have ſeen clearly, that this Father | Ea 
and Lord of mine (S. Joſeph) hath | of | 
drawn me, as well out of this Neceſſity | 
(being crippled with Sickneſs) as out | ma: 
f others greater, when there was Que | wor 
ſtion of Honour and Loſs of my Soul. 
and that with more Benefit and Ad. 
vantage, than even my ſelf could tell hav 
how to deſire. Nay I cannot remem- \to i} 
ber, that hitherto I ever deſir d any thing to } 
by his Means, which he hath fail'd 70 bade 
obtain for me, and tis able to amaze 2 
me when I conſider the great Favour: 77 
which Almighty God hath done me by glori 
Means of this bleſſed Saint, and the ſr 
Dangers both of Soul and Body, out of\decl 
evhich he bath deliver d me; in ſuch| Vera 
fort that as it ſeems, our Lord hathles, 
given the Grace and Power to other! Nen 
Saints, to ſuccour Men in ſome kindęrect 
their Neceſſities, but J find by goodDanę 


* raf 101 


£ 


is Experience, that this glorious Saint ſuc- 
of cours us in them all; and that our 
d, Lord will make us underſtand, that as 

be would be ſubject to Joſeph upon 


her 


ſity Director and Tutor, he might then com- 
out mand him, ſo alſo now in Heaven he 
ue- | would grant, whatſoever this Saint ſhould 
oul, \ deſire. This Truth has been known 
Ad- by the Experience of others, whom I 


tell \bave deſired to recommend themſelves 


em- to this Saint, and now many are grown 


hing to be devoted to him, and I myſelf 


d to nth freſh Experience of this Truth. 
naze \Whoſoever wants a Maſter, who may 
vours inſtruct him to pray, let him take this 
ne by glorious Saint for his Guide, and he 
JI the ſrl never loſe his Way, Thus S. Tereſa 
ut ofideclares her Sentiments, and in ſe- 


{uchiyeral Places of her excellent Treati- 


hat hes, ſhe recounts, how St. Joſeph mi- 
ot her x aculouſly aſſiſted her, not only in 
Eindfrecting Monaſteries, but alſo in 


/ goosPangers when travelling on ſuch Oc- 


ExpsTaſions, St. 


Of S. Joſeph's Aſſiſtance. 45 


| Earth, and that by enjoying the Name 
atlh of his Father, and being at it were, his 
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46 Of S. Joſeph's Aſlſtanſſſee 

St. Francis Sales, that Apoſtolical 2 | 
Prelate, and deſervedly Prince of 
Geneva, Was a ſignal Promoter of De- 
votion to St, Foſeph. Founding the „, 
holy Order of Viſitation, he put the 
firſt Monaſtery under his Protection, 
he order'd his Feaſt to be kept with 
greateſt Solemnity in all their Hou- 
ſes, directing by the Iuſtitute, all his} | 
ſpiritual Children, to make Appli- 
cation to him; that the Miſtreſs off 
the Novices ſhould cauſe thoſe up- 
on Tryal, and even Candidates, to}. 
get a Habit of calling upon him, 
when they begin their mental Prayer 


to take him for their Guide and fever 
Maſter in this holy Exerciſe, re... 
ſpecting him as their tutelar Patron. gt 7 

St. Francis preach d twice the ſameſſei ye 
Day at Lyons, in honour to St. Foſeph ſtance 
as if he could never ſufficiently engt. H 
large in his Praiſes: He has alſo lefffar 4 
in Writing, his Sentiments of this auſe 
Saint, in his Spiritual Entertainments, nal 
our of which I recite theſe fev pini 


Words? 


Of S. aig 1 s Aſſiſtance; 47 


al Words: ! What a great Saint 1s 
1 ' the * St. Joſeph ! He's not only 
à Patriarch, but he chief of the Pa- 
** triarchs ; he's not ouly a Confe Her, hut 
more than a Confeſſor; for in bis 
Prerogative of Confeſſor is included, the 


4 j ' Martyrs, the Purity of Virgins, and the 
hu} Perfection of all other Saints, The laſt 
pli. Clauſe of this maſt illuſtrious Biſhop, 

; Off viz. He having the Perfection of all 
up- other Saints, affords Standard Weight 
„ to to what was ſaid in the firſt Chap- 
um, ter. 

yer, Theſe two glorious Saints, with 
go ſeveral others before mentioned, e- 
_ Terefted publickly the Standard of 
on. St. Foſeph, and ſuch as liſted them- 
lam%ſelves eee ad vantagious Aſſi- 


oſeph ſtance. Probably St. 7. ereſa, and 


enſpt. Francis were 10 eminent, and ſo 
o lefſfar advanced in an interiour Life, be- 
| thiſtauſe this Patriarch was their ſpiri- 
mee ual Director; Hear the former's 

pinion in this Point: I have not 
7ords| | known 


| Dignity of Biſhops, the Generoſtty of 
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48 Of S. Joſeph's AſiRance. Z 
known any one, who is ſeriouſly devo 
ted to this glorious Saint (Joleph) and 7 ] 
performs to him ſeveral Services, Dm 8 


I find not alſo to be much advanc d in 


Vertue; for he aſſiſts thoſe Souls much L 
that recommend themſelves to him. (a) d 
"Tis very obſervable, that thoſe © 
who aſpire to be interiour Perſons}: 5 
© 


po in his School, they have God 
before their Eyes in all their Acty} th, 
ons, through his Interceſſion, wh 
was near thirty Years in the con We 
tinual Preſence of the Word Incar Pr 
nate. The ſolid Perfection of a Sou Wc 
conſiſts much in interiour and inf} Put 
tenſe Acts, directing each Particq *P | 
lar to the final End, which is God. Firs 
Glory, without Mixture of ſordif og 
temporal Motives. When St. May un 
Magdalen de Paxxi ſaw B. Aloyſi N 
Gonzaga in Glory, 'twas given her if ph : 
underſtand, that the reſplendenf ©?” 


Crown was the Reward of his fi”, 
Vow 


* 


(a) Invit. S. Tereſ. 1 c. 6. 


| Of S. Joſeph's Aſſiſtance. 49 
© quent and ferverous Interiour Acts. 
ul i F. Severin 1n a printed Relation, re- 

commends to Poſterity what Profi- 
10 1 cients ſuch -are, who are under the 


6 Direction of St. Joſeph. He acci- 
51 dentally met a young . and en- 
o ting with him into pious Diſcourſes, 
ml | diſcover'd that he was highly en- 
. lighten'd, and repleniſh'd with more 
Ril than ordinary Gifts ; he gave him- 
wh ſelf ro Prayer and Recollection, Was 
0 5 wean'd from all Affection to Crea- 
tures, and what the fortiſh blind 
30 ol World runs after greedily and ad- 
i mires. Alcho' he was not train'd 
rica ub to much Learning, yet he diſ- 


Godl 'cours'd not only like a Saint, but a 

ſolid Divine. F. Severin propos d to 
Ma him many Queſtions, amongit the 
1 Ireſt, if he was not devout to St. Fo- 
WP ph 5 To the laſt he reply'd, For ſix 
: 51 5 paſt, he has been my Director 
end Plotettor. our Saviour bimſelf af> 
Won d bim for my Patron ; next 10 the 


Vleſſed Virgin, be is the greateſt Saint 
0 


s 4 7 


15 


1 
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50 Of S, Joſeph's Aſſiſtance. : 
in Heaven, and he had the Plenitude of © 
the Holy Ghoſt, like the Apoſtles. 9 

For what regards the Maladies 
of the Mind, St. Foſeph has found 


wonderful Succeſs. F. Barrie inſtan- 
ces ſeveral remarkable Cures in 
Love and Hatred, two predominant 


[i 


Paſſions, which frequently appear al- 
moſt incurable: Alſo of Deſpair | 
and Shame to comply with Duty. 
A certain Perſon was ſo deſponding 
with Doubts of perſevering in a 
Religious State, that ſhe was juſt 
upon the Precipice of Ruin, yet re-| 
Citing nine Days the Beads of St. Fo-| 
ſeph in his Honour, ſhe overcame} 


the Temptation ſhe was ſinking un- 


der. Others were wallowing in the 
Sink of Senſuality, and were im- 
mediately drawn out by this Pattern 


of Purity. ! 
'Tis related of a Lady, who was 


happily deliver'd from a deplorable. $ 


Slavery and miſerable thraldom of 
Mind, by the Mediation of this oe 
afte! 


l 


Rn 


Of S. Joſeph's Aſſiſtance. . 5 1 
after the following Manner: Fear 
and Shame had ſuch an aſcendant 
over Duty, that Obligation could 
not prevail with her, to procure a 
performance of what Conſcience 
luggeſted abſolutely neceſſary, vix. 


A ſincere Confeſſion of her Sins; to 
break thro' theſe Difficulties, ſhe had 


Recourſe to St. Foſeph, reciting his 
Hymn and Prayer nine Days; onthe 


| Jaſt, ſhe was touch'd with deep Re- 
morſe, and was alliſted with ſufficient 
Courage, to expoſe the Gangreening 
| Ulcers, the holy Patriarch ſmoothing 
the rough Way to the Confeſſional. 
In Gratitude, the Convaleſcent, or 


to ſpeak more properly, the perfect- 


ly cured Lady carried, afterwards, 
an Image about her Neck of the 
Foſter-Father of Jeſus, to terrify the 
 Tempter for the future, from ap- 
proaching her with any of his dan- 
gerous and damnable Suggeſtions. 


C2 To 


52 Of S. Joſeph's Aſſiſtance. 
To ſhew how tender St. Foſeph is 


of his Clients, I relate a Paſſage out 
of Tſdorus. (a) A Gentleman of Ve- 


nice, much devoted to the Saint was 
wont to recite daily upon his Knees, 
ſeveral Prayers before St. Foſeph's Pi- 


and a happy Departure, from a ſhort 


Sacraments, and had the Comfort 
of St. Foſeph's Aſſiſtance in his pain- 
ful Agony. 

ö = 


— 


— 


Saure; who being viſited by a mor- 
tal Sickneſs, had his Thoughts more 
employed (as it frequently happens) 
concerning the Recovery of his bo- 
dily Health, than the one thing ne- 
ceſſary, (b) the Safety of his Soul, 


Time to never ending Eternity. St. 
FJoſeph mindful of his paſt Services 
appear'd to him, cautioning him to 
prepare for Death, which drew nea- 
| Ter than was imagin'd. Hereupon 
he diſpos'd himſelf, begged the laſt 


_—_ 
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(a) Lib. 4. c. 10. (6) S. Lake 10. 42. 
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Of S. Joſeph's Aſſiſtance. 53 
3 A Gentleman at Paris, whoſe ſa- 
t 2} cred CharaQter and Habit, requir'd 
an unſpotted Life, had for five Years 
as abandon'd himſelf to Licentiouſnels, 
s, taking up the ſordid Practices of Epi- 
j- © cure, and deſerting the pure Max- 
r ims of Feſus Chriſt; ſound Advice was 
re loſt upon bim, and kind Relations 
15) could not prevail with him to live 
J0- | at leaſt in the World like a Man of 


Honour, as was expected from his 
ul, | Quality. He ſtill continued to poſt- 
ort pone the Glory of his Creator, and 
St. | {ct a low Value upon the Joys of 
jces Heaven: All was ineffectual, for he 
1to| would not leave the Crowd of un- 
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54 Of S. Joſeph's Aſſiſtance. | 1 
notoriouſly wicked Ways. At the * 
ſame time theſe Prayers were offer d 
to God, the Party fell moſt grie- 
vouſly ſick, and the Indiſpoſition of 


his Body was the Cure of his Soul; 


for the violent Diſtemper encreas d 
to Extremity, which ſo much terrt- | 
fy'd him, ſeeing as it were by ſe- 
rious Reflections of what was paſt,| þ 
and what was to come, the very o 
Gates of Hell wide open to receive; _ 
him, that he reverently diſpos'd 7 
Himſelf, by the Sacraments of the 23 
Church, to a Chriſtian Exit; reſol-! 


ving (if he recover d his former ,,, 


State of Health) ro employ his En- an 
deavours in a pious Work of great %% 
Importance, and much conducing to pg; 
God's Glory. He recover'd, to the the 
Admiration of all, and happily com- ſtra 
pleated what he had purpos'd, to and 
the great Edification and Comfor!! beg 
of ſuch who knew any thing of his 
former Proceedings. He himſel 

own'd the Power and Goodneſs off 
Sty „ 


7 Cf 0VeE 
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Of S. Joleph's Aſſiſtance. 55 
St. Foſeph, in the ſudden Change 
and perfect Converſion. 

A young Man at Lyons, of a very 
good Condition, who had paſsd his | 
Years in the Fear of God, refolv'd | 
to quit the World, for the greater 
Security of his Salvation, but was | 
\ diverted from this pious Reſolution 
buy Friends and Relations, acting 

out of temporal Motives, who like 
Animal Men ſawvour d not the things 
that were from the Spirit of God, for 
' They are Folly to them, and cannot un- 
dlerſtand it. (a) As frequently we are 
| puniſh'd by what we tranſgreſs in, (b) 
and taſt the bitter Fuit a. our own 

Ways. (c) So it befel thoſe unkind 
Parents, diſſuading the Execution of 
the Heavenly Call. The Son, fru- 
ſtrated of his Deſigns and Deſires, 
and ſlighting the former Inſpirations, 
began to find an Ebb of Devotion, 
C 4 and 


imſel! 


1els or (a) 1 Corinth, 2. 14, (6) Sap. 11, 17. () 4 
proverb. 1. 32. Þ 
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56 Of S. Joſeph's Aſiſance. 


and from a Remiſneſs, there fol- 


low'd a total Neglect in ſpiritual 


Duties. He betook himſelf to the 
Wars, and exercis'd the Licenti- 
ouſneſs of a profligate Soldier, not 
only letting looſe the Bridle to un- 


govern'd Paſſions, but becoming a 
noted Ringleader to ſuch as were 
not aſham'd to march after his black | 
Standard. The afflicted Father and | 
Mother, too conſcious of their Mi- 
ſtaken Aﬀections, wept and lament» | 
ed without ccaſing; they acknow- 
ledg'd their Error, in giving indi- 
rectly a Beginning to unforeſeen | 
Scandals. They conjur'd him, by 
frequent Letters, to look back, they! 


importun'd by Friends, who reſided 


near him, to have Pity on his dole- 
ful Parents, but all was in vain; his 


Heart was deprav'd and harden” d, wo 


his Underſtanding obſcur'd and be- 
ſotted: In Exceſs of Grief and con- 
fiding Hope, they had Recourle to 


St. Foſeph, humbly petitioning him to 


lend 


ers 
iſe. 
Ort 
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Of S. Joſeph's Aſſiſtance. 57 
aſe his Mediation for bringing back 
the loſt Sheep, reſolving to implore 
him daily, till he vouchſafed to hear 
their Prayers. On the third Day 
of their Devotions, the Prodigal 


Son return'd Home, caſt himſelf, in 
Confuſion, at his Parent's Feet; with 


Sighs and Tears he begg'd Pardon 
tor being the Occafion of their long 
Grief; he deteſted his Follies, re- 


| form'd his Life, correſponded with 
bis former Vocation, enter'd Reli- 
gion, and died in it exemplarily; 
this is another Trophy of St. Foſeph's 
Power and Goodneſs. 


The many votive Pictures hang- 


ing round the Altars of this glori- 
ous Saint proclaim ſufficiently his 
univerſal Protection. The Number 


„ his of his Clients and miraculous Cures 
len'd,, would {well Volumes; he not only 


d be- 
con- 
rſe to 


lends an aſſiſting Hand to Diſtem- 


ers of the Mind, but likewiſe the 
Diſeaſes of the Body. I give, in 


nim to hort, a few Examples, by which a 
ulcl $6 3 | | pru- 
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58 Of S. Joſeph's Aſſiſtance. 
prudent Judgment may be fram'd, 
What pals'd in diſtant and different 
Parts of the World, and of which 
P. Barrie had no Account or Know-]. 
ledge. Cf ns „ 
Siſter Fane de Angelis, was contin'd | 
to her Bed fourteen Days. by rea- 
ſon of a form'd Pleuriſy, which per- 
mitted her not to reſt Day or Night; 
ſhe had been ler Blood nine times in | 
leſsthan a fortnights Space, and the 
Quantity taken from her occation'd 3 
ſuch Weakneſs, that ſhe could ſcarce 
turn in Bed, none expecting any o- ; 
ther Change but Death, to free her 
from ſuch rorturing Miſery, She 5 
fell into violent Convulſions, like one g 
ready to give up the Ghoſt, and tho' © 
her exterior Senſes did her little tn 
Service, her Judgment was clear, ne 
and at full Liberty. As I lay in this ge 
ſad Condition (hear her own Words] p, 
there appear d unto me a large and beau en 
ri ful Cloud, in which, on ng right ſid det 


ſtocdl my good Angel of incomparabill the 
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Of 8. Joſeph's Afiſtance. 59 
Beauty, like a Youth of eighteen Years 
of Age, having in his right Hand a 
fair Wax flaming Taper; on the other 
fide in the Cloud, was my holy Father 
St. Joleph, with a Countenance out-ſhin- 
ing the Sun in brightneſs, and a Ma- 
jeſty more than humane, reſembling in 
Age, a Man of forty or forty frue Years. 
m=— Beholding me, he laid his Hand 
upon that ſide where the principal Source 
was of my Diſtemper, and anointed me 


with Oyl, or ſome ſuch ſort of Liquid, 
and the anoyl'd place remained ſome- 


thing moiſt. At the ſame Inſtant, I found 


| myſelf perfeitly recover d, and told the 
Standers by as much. Thus the reli- 


gious Woman. + 
All with Tears of Joy magnify'd 


the Mercies of God, and the Good- 
neſs of the holy Patriarch, but Mon- 


ſieur Faveon, her Phyſician, and a 
Proteſtant, was moſt aſtoniſh'd, when 


entring her Chamber to viſit this 


deſpaired of Patienc, he found 


the Family upon their Knees in 


Prayer, 
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inſtantaneous Reſettlement in Health, go 
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Prayer, which made him conclude 

ſhe was departed, but was immedi- 
ately undeceived by the late agoni- 
zing Woman herſelf, who aroſe | ; 
from her Knees, and walking to- 4 
wards him in her Religions Habit, t 
with aſmiling Countenance recount- ;. 
ed the Particulars of her ſuddain | y: 
Recovery. He, who out-facing the | th 
beſt Hiſtorians and holy Doctors of | gr 
the Church, maintain'd Miracles | Cj 
to have ceas'd, was foic'd to ſay | th; 
God is Omnipotent | who gives viſible | Sid 
Marks of his true Church in theſe | bee 


latter Ages, as he was pleas'd to do | Clo 


at the firſt preaching of the Go- | an 
ſpel. This miraculous Cure was haſt 
fully atteſted by ſworn Witneſſes, of 
both as to her dying Condition, and wip' 


as appears by a long printed Rela- Odor 
tion, approv'd by the moſt Iluſtrious Enſib 
Biſhop of Poicters, whercin are ſcve- th he 
ral Paſſages, here omitted for Bre- tly 


vity. 4 
This 


— 
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le This ſtupendious Favour was at- 
j- _ tended with two others of the like 
i- | Nature, eight Days after; when 
ſe Madam Laubougemont was ſeiz d with 
0- _ a deſperate Pleuriſy, which four of 
it, the ableſt Phyſicians of that Place, 
at- judg'd incurable, and thought it in 
in | vain to apply Remedies; ſhe was 
he | then big with Child, which was a 
of | great Addition to her dangerous 
les | Circumſtances, but underſtanding 
ſay that the Ointment, remaining on the 
ible | Side of Siſter Fane de Angelis, had 
iele | been taken off with a fine Linnen 
do | Cloath, and was carefully preſerv'd, 
Go- an Expreſs was diſpatch'd in all 
was haſt to Loudun, deſiring the Favour 
eſſes, of ending the Cloath, which had 
and wip'd off the Heavenly Balſam. Twas 
alth, brought to the ſick Lady, and the 
Nela- odorikerous Flavour fill'd her with 
lrious ſenſible Joy, Application being made 
ſeve- o her Side, ſhe found herſelf per- 
Ectly recover'd. She was alſo freed 
om another Danger, of almoſt 
equal 


Body. 
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equal Hazard, being deliver'd a few 
Hour after, of a Child, which the 
Doctors and Surgeons concluded had 
been dead a whole Month in her | 
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c 
A ſtrong young Man at Lanbou-| f 
gemont, calld Claud Murner, was] t! 
brought ſo low and feeble by a vio- . d 
lent Fever, and an ulcerated ſwelling, ſe 
extending itſelf from the Ribs rol ſtz 
the Reins, that the Phyſicians of| pe 
Maſcon were of Opinion, that the an 
breaking of the Ulcer world carry| we 
him off, or if he ſurviv'd the Run. pet 


ning of collected Humours, he would 


remain a Cripple all the Days of hif ligi 
Life. Upon this Reſult, ſome of at. 


the ſick Mans Relations advis'd/hig] 


him ro a Vow to St. Foſeph, id terri 
confeſs and communicate; a Keligi}/f he 
ous Perſon offering the ſame Dayjot 80 
the unbloody Sacrifice, to implor{Kelt, 


St. Foſeph's Aſſiſtance. This dongÞnd x 


his Side being rubb'd with what haſÞhyſ 
touch'd the aforeſaid Linnen Cloaiſ ho 
ank 


oy 
7 
15 
ap 4 
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and ſwallowing down a bit of Paper, 
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he: | 4 
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Was, 
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which had rouch'd the ſame, and up- 
ad |. on which was written the moſt {a= 
cred Name of Feſus, that very Day 
the Feaver left him, the Swelling wa- 


ſted away, his Strength return d, fo 
that three or four Days after he un- 


dertook on Horſe back a Journey of 


even Leagues. What I have in- 


ſtanc d in theſe taree Perſons, hap- 


pen'd to others, at Lyons, Trevoux 
and London, who by the ſame Means 


were cured of deſperate Diſtem- 


Run I 
could Margaret Rigaud, a protels'd Re- | 
of hid. 11g10us, in St. Elizabeth's Monaſtery | 


j 
| 


me of at Lyons, fell from a Floor one Story |} 


. DayſPt Senſe. She could not take any 
mplorſeſt, even on the ſofteſt Pillow, | 
 dondprd the Evil encreaſing, a confuic of | 
nat behyſicians and Surgeons was held, 
Cloacſd ho vnanimouliy agreed, the ticad 
ar! Was 
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Days were expir'd, which a few 
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was to beopen'd, otherwiſe ſhe would 

abſolutely loſe her Senſes, if not her . 1 
Life, The languiſhing Patient de- * 
ſired the hazardous Operation might 
be deferr'd ; in the mean Time her 1 
Superior mov'd by divine Inſpira- | it 
tion, order'd a Communion nine | ' 
Days together, in Honour of St. o- h 
ſ*ph for her Recovery. The vio- P. 
len Pains continued eight Days ts 
with Abatement, and the ninth. 

was running On, without any pro · Sp 
bable Appearance of a Change; he 
wherefore ſome of the Religious p 510. Ac 
pos d, that the wounded Crearure/ Mo 
ſhould make a Vow to Sr. Antoline, 10 

who by her interceſſion, obtain'd Re- 32 
lief in ſuch Sort of Bruiſes and Con- War 
tuſions. A ferverous Devote of 2 85 
holy Patriarch being preſent, and un- 

willing that any other ſhould havehot 
the Honour of the Cure, oppoſs'doun 
vigoroutly the Motion, and begg'd 
their Patience, at leaſt, till the ningal 


Hour 
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14 Hours would compleat. This be- 
er | * ing granted, ſhe withdrew, and pro- 
le- ſtrating herſelf, repreſented to St. Jo- 
ht ſepb how the wounded and ſick Wo- 
er. man had been firſt recommended to 
ra- bis tender Compaſſion, that he would 
not permit any other to deprive 
J- him ofthe Glory, and ſeeing he had 
cio- Power to relieve her, ſhe conjured 
Nays him by the eminent Prerogatives of 
inch, being Nurſing Father to Feſus, and 
pro Spouſe to the Mother of God, to grant 
e : her Requeſt; promiſing a grateful 
"| Acknowledgment to perform nine 
ature! Mortifications in his Honour, and 
toline, to lecite nine times his Prayer, aſ- 
4 Re- ſgn'd by the Holy Church. To- 
Con- Wards the Cloſe of the ninth Day, 
the ſick Perſon found herſelf ſo per- 
eth cur'd, that riſing up, ſhe could 
1 bavebot contain herſelf from running 
pols d und the Houſe, and proclaiming, 
begs Miracle, a Miracle! The glorious 
e nindaint made her alſo happy, by an ad- 
a fevſilional Favour, viz. before her 
: inels 
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Illneſs. Twas a Mortification to aſ- | * 


ſiſt in the Choir, and plain Song | ar 
ſeem'd inſupportable, but after the | 2 
Recovery, none was a more punctual | ** 
Obſerver of Religious Duties in the 05 
whole Community: She ſet a high | Fa 
Eſtimate on perfection, and chole | ny 
St. Foſeph for her principal Parron, | * 
for obtaining Health to her Body, Ra 


but much more for divine Grace to | Ing 
her Soul. I 


The dreadful Contagion of the 2 
Plague is a viſible Scourge of God, Þ 0 
'tis a quick Executioner of a pro- fi N 
vok'd Deity, to make ſinful Nations 4 1" 
{ſenſible of the deſpis d Ommipotent ; Th 
it hurries on bold Prevaricators by hog 


Multitudes, to the inexorable Judg-| , 
ment Seat, there to receive an unre- h 
pealable Sentence, according to che Xp 
Nature of their Crimes. To pre- 
vail with the ſtubborn Hebrews forf 7 
an Obſervance of the written Law, 
God declared by Moyſes, that he 


would puniſh the Infringers with 
| 44 


axe-| 


che! 


pre 
fot 
aW, 

he 
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a Peſtilence (a) which juſt Threats 
are frequently repeated and incul- 
cated, by the Prophets Feremias and 


Exechiel. For David's Vanity in 


numbring the People, the Almighty 


ſent a Plague upon Vrael, which 
| {wept off ſeventy Thouſand. (S) And 
at the full Period of the World, 
Mortals will be puniſh'd with Plague 
and Famine. (c) Tis needleſs to give 
Inſtances of God's humbling Pro- 
vinces and Kingdoms in the Law 


of Grace; it is yet freſh in Memory, 


how one of the moſt flouriſhing Ci- 
ties of the World, was laid waſte 
and delolate, nor half an Age ago. 


The City of Avignon was viſited by 


the Plague, near the Beginning of 
the laſt Century, the Inhabitants ap- 
prehending utter Deſolation, made 
ſolemn Vows ro God, in Honour of 


St. Joſeph, to obſerve his Feaſt for 
ever 


* . = 
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(a) Levit. 26. 25. (6) 2 Reg. 24. 15, 
(09 S. Math. 24. 7. 
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ever afterwards in the moſt pious 1 Al 
Manner, which put a Stop to the laſ 
ſpreading Contagion. This cauſed| vo 
ſeveral at Lyons, to have Recourſe] Yo 
to him, in the like dangerous Cir-] Sur 
cumſtances. Take the few follow-| giv, 
ing Examples of the joyful Suc- acc 
ooh | teat: 

Monſieur Augery, an Advocate in rence 
the Parliament of Dauphine, being ai hlir⸗ 
Lyons on the 15th of Fuly 1638, unſat hi 
derſtood, that his Son Theodore, ſeverſfovet 
Years of Age, was ſeiz'd by thqnad 
Plague, which, as uſually, occaſion'q;f the 
a violent Fever. A hard SwellinÞrm', 
with rhe Bubo, ſhew'd itſelf unpg uf 
der the right Arm, The afflicteqictur 
Father made a Vow to God, that iVife, 
St. Foſeph, by his Interceſſion, woulqnees, 
procure his Son's Recovery, and prefe Fa 
ſerve the Reſt of the Family, confterce 
fiſting of nine Perſons, he would fqiracle 
nine Days together viſit the Sainiſted 
Church, and hear ſo many MaſſeÞnd, 
he would offer Wax-Candles = h 

Alta 
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is | Altar, with a votive Picture, as a 
e | laſting Acknowledgment of the Fa- 
d vour. In the mean time the lick 
ſc} Youth was viſited by the Plague- 
ir- Surgeons, and altho' yet living, was 


w- given over and diſpair'd on; 


c- accordingly, to prevent farther In- 
fection, he was carried to St. Lau- 
in rence s the Peſt-houſe; and that the 


5 al Miracle might appear more evident, 


unſat his Arrival there, he perfectly re- 
verſtover'd, and not one of the Family 
rhqhad afterwards the leaſt Symptom 
on'$t the Diſtemper. The Father per- 
linprm'd gratefully his Promiſe, hang- 
unpg up, at the Altar, of St. Foſeph a 
icteqicture, movingly repreſenting his 
at Wife, Children and himſelf on their 
roulgnees, giving Thanks to God for 
1 preþe Favour obtain'd by St, Foſeph's 
Conpterceſſion. At the Bottom, the 
1d fqiracle was expreſſed, and at- 
Sainſſted by the Advocate's own 
allehnd. | 
I --- 

Alta 


Father 


bis 
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Father Melchior de Faug, Religious 
of the Society of Teſus , aſhſting Þ Pre 
thoſe in the Peſt-houſe to depart ; Ch 
happily, was viſited by the ſame In-] 
fection, and lay in Extremity, all] 
deſpairing of his Recovery” A prieſtÞ 
of the lame Order obſerving him 
near expiring, made a Vow (inviting 
the ſick Man to join with him) that bea 
upon the Return of bis Health, hep ““ 
would offer nine Maſſes for Thanki| 
giving, in the Church of St. Joſeph Þ 
Ar that Inſtant he recover d hi tor 
Speech, and likewiſe perfect Health - 
The Aſſiſtance and protection of th 
moſt holy Patriarch, Was ſo manifeſſ b 
that thole who Arc appointed Ma | 
ſters of Health in Lyo”s, to atten 
the Infected, recommending them. e 
ſelves to St. Foſeph, ef) one Wi: 


preſery'd, altho for the Diſcharg 
of their Charitable Duty, they well 7” 
daily expos'd t0 evident Dang ade 
Wherefore after the Plague Was ml 
bare, in the Year 1638, they ca 

pr 


* 
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4 
= 4 


15 
15 
0 Church, there Confeſſing, Commu- 


nicating and preſenting Offerings 
au 2 his Altar, to expreſs their ten- 
e&þ der Gratitude for ſo ſignal a Fa- 
. | vour. 8 
Tivenet, 4 pious old Man, living 
hall near Lyons, ina Village call d St. Las- 
hel dence D' Auger, being infected with 
{4 che Plague, enquir'd of the Vicar of 
oh che Place, who came to diſpoſe him 
Lon tor Eternal Life, whether their re- 
Aich main'd any Hopes of a Recovery? 
cho other, an{wer'd the Paſtor, than 
fell have Recourſe to St. Foſeph, making 
"ai 2 Vow to folemnize his Feaſt yearly, 
denken that Day to Confeſs and Com- 


4 
7 


wil ite ſeven Pater's and Ave's, conclu- 
ze ling them with theſe Words, Jeſus, 
- Wer, Foſeph. The Good old Man 
Mew ade a Vow, and that Inſtant, found 
5. imſelf freed from the Contagion, 

cankmiripg what was become of the 
4 4 oh | SOrES 


proceſſionally in a Body to St. Foſeph's 


1unicate, and for nine Days to re- 


I 
* 
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Sores and Swellings which ſo ſudden- 
ly diſappear'd. „ 
Bennet Gontelle, a Gardiner, near II 
St. Fofeph's Church, loſt every Day] at 
one of his Family conſiſting of ſe-. 7 
venteen Perſons; his Wife and all} gr 
his Children had been carried to the] re 
Peſt-houſe, which was their next] 50. 
Step to their Graves, for there they} aft 
died; he and a Servant only ſur-| of 
viv'd, who expected hourly to fol- V 
low the reſt: Father Barrie going to Co 
comfort them in that ſad Affliction] S.. 
advis'd him to make a Vow to St. 70% pre 
ſeph, by which he ſhould engage, to but 
offer ſeveral Maſles and Communi] Mo 
ons in his Honour, if by his Inter] Bec 
ceſſion he ſhovld obtain his, and hiÞ ſep] 
Servants Preſervation from the 
Plague, which had ſo infected hi 
whole Houſe, and the good Fathe 
Join'd with him in the Vow. Al 
mighty God heard their Prayer 
and both were ſecur'd from the Dan | 
ger, Chil 
Mart; | 


Infection on a ſuddain, whilſt he was 
at play, and all gave him for loſt. 
The affectionate Mother being in 


recommend him to St. Foſeph! To 
you I recommend my Child. Two Hours 
after her Husband obſcrving Signs 
of Approaching Death, called his 
Wife, who made a fort of 
- Complaint in theſe few Words, Ab! 
St. Joſeph! No ſooner had ſhe ex- 


but the Child recover'd, call'd to his 
Mother for Meat, aroſe from his 
Bed, andcry'd out, I am well, St. Jo- 
ſeph hath cured me. There remain'd 
4 not the leaſt Mark of his Diſeaſe, 


that next Morning he went to 
St. Foſeph's Church to return Thanks. 


hung up, to teſtify, not only the 
| Child's, but likewiſe the Father's 
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Martin de Bau, a Child of four 
Years of Age was ſtruck with the 


great Deſolation, was counſell'd to 


pious 


preſs'd her Grief in this Manner, 


and his Strength was ſo fully reſtor'd, 
A votive Picture was afterwards 


C De. 
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Delivery from the ſame Evil, b: 
Application to the Bubo of ſome 


Cotton that had touch'd the hea- 
venly Ointment at Loudun, where-| 


with St. Foſeph had cur'd miracu- 


louſly a Religious Woman of that | 


Place, as is above mentioned. 


I ſhould paſs the Bounds of this 
ſhort Treatiſe, were I to ſet down 
the manifold Favours granted by 


Almighty God at the Interceſſion of} pr; 


St. Foſeph. There is not any Con- 


dition or State of Life which has] 


not expzrienc'd his Power when in- en 
Vocated. Father Barrie inſtances} Gre 


this Truth in Virgins, married Per- im 


ſons and Women travelling in Child-| dar 
birth. The Devils in poſſeſs'd Per-] gui 


fons have frequently ſhewn their 


. Indignation, againſt the Foſter Fa- 


ther of their Creator, and have trem4 
bled at St. Fofeph's Name. St. Te. 
reſa ſaid much in few Words, when] 
acquainting the World (as is fel 


down in the Beginning os this Chap 
n * der 
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y | ter) that our Lord has given Power 
i | do other Saints, to relieve us in ſome 
a- Particular Neceſſity, but that glori- 
e- Ous St. Foſeph has Power to ſuccour us 
u- in them all. | | 
vat The holy Patriarch not only pro- 
| rects particular Clients, but like- 
his] wife whole Communities, and Re- 
n ligious Orders. Two Centuries are 
by paſt, ſince the never ſufficiently 
off prais'd Holy Order of the Carthuſians, 
on-] apprehending a total Diſſolution, 
has no Subjects offering themſelves to 
in- enter, held a General Chapter at 
nces} Grenoble: The main Concern was to 
per- implore St. Foſeph's Aſſiſtance, in the 
nild- dangerous Condition of their lan- 
per- guiſhing Body, that it might not ex- 
their] pire. To facilitate the Way, and 

x Fa- deſerve Compaſſion from Heaven, 

tremꝗ the congregated Fathers choſe St. Fo- 

t. Te\ſeph as their Patron and Protector; 

her they paſs'd an unalterable Decree, 

1s ſei that for the Future, his Feaſt ſhould 

Chaplnot only be obſerv'd as of Precept, 

der C2 (which 
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(which was not at that time com- 
manded by the Church) but like. 
wiſe that it ſhould be ſolemniz'd, 
after the manner of one of the great-| 
eſt Days in the Roman Calendar. 
Theſe pious Offerings were accepted | 
by St. Foſeph, and proved fo efficaci- 
ous, that in all Parts of the World| 
where they are eſtabliſh'd they have 
never ſince wanted proper Sub-: 


jects. 


This glorious Saint, brings alfoſ 
whole Provinces and Nations to the 
Catholick Faith. New France owns 
him as a Propagator of His Goſpel} 
whole Legitimate Parent he was. Inf 
the Southern Parts of America, the 


chief Miſſion is called, The Miſſion off 
St. Joſeph; under his auſpicious 
Concurrence, in the Year 1626, two 


hundred Families were baptized} Al 


and their Example influenc'd fiyj 497i, 
neighbouring Towns to unite then Ord 
ſelves to the true Faith, that theymag 
might partake of thoſe ſpiritual and/ep4, 


tempo 
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temporal Bleſſings, which St. Foſeph 
ce- obtain'd for the thrice happy Con- 
d, werts. From the Entrance into that 
at- Part of the World, the zealous Miſ- 
ar. ſionaries had ſuch an Aſſurance of 
ted] the Patriarch's Power, that the Fa- 
i- thers of the Society gave the Name of 
Foſeph to the firſt Tarquois they bap- 
tiz'd, offering him the firſt Fruits of 
their Apoltolical Labours. 
What is already ſaid, may be to 
Chriſt's Faithful, a ſufficient Proof 
of this comfortable Truth, how thoſe 
50 are in St. Joſeph's Favour, have 
Jeſus and Mary propitious on their 
Side. The bleſſed Virgin encoura- 
| 3 to her beloved Spouſe, 
and Royal Conſort, witneſs that 
| eminent Maſter of Spirit, and pru- 
dent Director of St. Tereſa, Baltazar 
ized] Abvarez, S. F. who lying fick at Vali- 
d fi dolid in a burning Fever, one of his 
then Order aſſiſting him, held up an I- 
the mage of our bleſſed Lady and St. Fo- 
11 and/eph, adviſing him to recommend 
empo 8 3 him 


5 


— > 
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himſelf to the Spouſe of Mary; You b 
have Reaſon, (ſaid Alvarez) for the] C. 
Mother of God has commanded me ex- |; 
preſly to do ſo ; he own'd afterwards 
that he receiv'd this Command in] 
the holy Houſe of Loretto. Favou- 
rites of Heaven are not only coun-| 
ſell'd, but commanded to practiſe} 1 
and propagate Devotion to our Pa- 
triarch, as was clearly and pofitivelyp 
fignify'd to St. Brigit and St. Ger 1 
trade, The holy Mother St. Tereſa olf 
Feſus, was fill d with infinite Foy and} pa 
Delight (to uſe her own Words ir E/ 
the Foundation of Avila) when on an, 
the Feſtival of our bleſſed Lady's vic 
Aſſumption, the Queen of all Saint gre 
and Angels, appear'd to her with lat: 
St. Foſeph; the Mother of God tool be , 
her by the Hand, telling her that hq 10 
Service done to her dear Spouſe St. Jo fro: 
ſeph, pleas'd her very much, promiſing riet 
Alliſtance in her Religious Under 
takings. The following Chapter 1 | 
inſtructive how we may deſerve tg 


by la 


be taken notice of, by the ſaid imma- 
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You 

the | culate Virgin, by honouring her 
ex- beloved Conſort, 
N TD 

ink; 
ou- CHAP. IV. 
un- 
xiſeh Divers Methods of Honouring 
Pa- St. Joſeph. 
velyþ | 

Ger-4 FT SAAC, the Son of faithful Abra- 
ſa © ham, drawing near to his De- 
and] parture out of this World, order'd 
Is ir} Eſau to take his Arms, his Quiver 
n onf and Bon, (a) to go abroad and pro- 
ach '] vide by hunting, what might be a- 
aint} greeable to his Aged Father's Pa- 
with} late, and fo receive a Bleſſing before 
toalf be died. No Man certainly can be 
t #h4 ſo groſly miſtaken as to conclude 
t. Jof from hence, that there was not Va- 
ailing riety at Home torefreſh the decrepid 
nder Pa- 
ter 1 


* ——— 5 


Ve c | 
by (a) Gen. 27. 3. 


enn 
e 
. 


ous Parent, expired, the Redeemer of 


80 How to honour 8. Joſeph. 


Patriarch. No, ſays Lyranus, herein jth 
lies couch'd a Myſtery of Morality, ar. 
that a Son who receives a Bleſſing muſt of 
be obſequious and ſerve his Father. The 85 
Paſſage of the Hiſtory of the Eaſtern Eg 
Church, which was found and pre- ces 
ſented as authentick to Pope Adrian on 
the VI. is highly comfortable; how ob 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt aſſiſting St. Fo- ing 
ſeph on his Death-bed, lean'd on his Re 
Pillow, took him by the Hand, re- me 
ceiv'd his laſt Breath, clos'd his Eyes, a2 
and immediately, before this glori- Fa! 


all Men gave him his Bleſſing for ah rer 
Happy Paſſage, with an Aſſurance tojſol, 
beſtow the ſame on all thoſe WhO 
thould offer Sacrifice to God in Ho- qu 
nour of St. Feſeph, on the Day ollthe 
his happy Departure, which the Ro- th⸗ 
man Church celebrates on the Nine: lar 
teenth of March, the Greeks obſerꝗter 
ving it on the twenty ſixth of Decem pen 
ber, as Baronius recounts in his Mare 
tyrology. Tho' they differ about, 


the 


Dio to honour S. Joſeph. 8 
rein the time of his Deceaſe, yet they 
lity, are unanimous as to the Feſtival 
muſt. of his Eſpouſals, viz. the twenty ſe- 
The cron of Fanuary, of his Flight into 
ſtern Egypt, on the twenty ſecond of De- 
pre- icember, arid his Return from thence, 
drian on the ſeventeenth of Fanuary. In 
how obſerving theſe Days, and perform- 
t. Jo- ing other Devotions to him, due 
n his Regard is to be had to the above- 
, re- mentioned Rule, 4 Son ho expects 
Eyes, a Bleſſing, muſt be obſequious to his 
glori- Father. Cn 
ner off Works are more faithful Decla- 
for Arers of the Mind than Words, or 
ice toffole Lip-Worſhip. The crafty Ga- 
Vhobaonites with greater ſhew of Elo- 
1 Ho+quence and ſeeming Piety, extoll'd 
ay Ollthe Wonders of the Omnipotenr, 
ne Ro- than favour'd Rahab, as we read at 
Nine large, in the ſecond and ninth Chap- 
oblerſters of Joſue. She ſaid, Ve have 
Decemipeard, bow the Lord dry'd up the Wa- 
; Maryers of the Red Sea at your Entrance, 
abouſnd what he hath done to the two 

thi | Amor- 
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 Amorrhean Kings Og and Sehon: But| ih. 
the Men of Gabaon addreſs'd Joſue Li 
in the Name of the Lord his God, pro-| th. 
claiming to the whole Camp, Wel w. 


have heard the Fame of his Power, eve-| kn 
ry thing he has done in Egypt, and tof do 


the two Kings on the other ſide off ha 
the River Jordan, Og of Baſan, and for 


Sehon of Heſebon : What a glorious Ci 
Profeſſion of divine Power! this not i bal 
withſtanding, the Gabaonites wereſhe 
condemned to perpetual Slavery offdif 
drawing Water and hewing Wood, Pre 
whilſt Rahab was honourably enter and 
tain'd, and taken in Marriage byffal 
Salmon one ef the chief Princes ofCon 
the Hebrew Nation, from whoſeſthe 
Poſterity our bleſſed Saviour Feſup ac 
was born. The ſolid Reaſon of this 
different Treatment was this; Rahaippal 
believed with a firm Faith and with fuluſtl 
Devotion (a) entertain d the two Me lay 
{ent to view the Land, ſhe ated ay V 
| ſhnt 


9 — era 2 


( Orig. Lem, 19, in Toſw; 
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Butl ſhe believ'd, ſhe ran the hazard of 


foſue} Life and Fortune in protecting 


bo. the Spies, and ſetting them ſafe a- 


Me 
1 known that ſhe conceal'd them, no 


4 


d roþ, doubt herſelf and her Houſe would 


e off have been conſum'd to Aſhes, be- 
and} fore the Tjraelites ſet Flame to the 
cou City: Whereas the pretended Am- 
not. baſſadors from Gabæon, calculated all 
werel their Projects according to the 
ry of diſembling Rule of Policy and ſelf- 
ood Preſervation , their Contrivances 
-ntex4and Speeches were uſher'd in by 
e by[falſhood ; and altho' the Hebrew 


ces o Commander, and the wiſe Seniors of 


vhoſeſthe Synagogue, were ſo far over- 
Feſaſreach d by the fictitious Narrative, 


ot this to ſwear to a Covenant, and 
Rahallpare their Lives, yet they were 


ith fulpultly {entenc'd to Drudgery and 

>) Me lavery. | | 

ted af Wherefore, 'twill be of little Ad- 
{@antage to give fair Words, and 

=. e have heard of the Prerogu- 


41 pes, 
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way; for had the King of Ferico 
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tives, Power and Protection of St. Jo- | 9 


ſeph; We muſt perfect Words by P 


Works, awake ſerious Thoughts to 
ſerve God faithfully, for this is th 
chief Method of Honouring the Pa 
triarch. Tis Pharifaical Cant tg 
cry, Lord! Lord! and ſtop there 
ſuch Hypocrites will not eſcape th 
Deluge of Flames; and it ought tq the 
be remembred that the Olive Branc | for 
brought by Nee's Dove to the float / 


ing Ark, preſaging Peace to Mang ver 


kind, had not only verdant Leave e 
but was loaden with Fruit ; hence leer 
holy Doctor, of the Church giveſhat 
neceſſary Advice, not to flouriſffreq 
with Leaves only, or Words, but tin 
offer Fruit, (a) to entertain reſolutq mit. 
ly divine Grace, to leave the Trac The 
of People out of the Way, wandrinſand 
towards eternal Perdition, and bis 2 
a vertuous Life to deſerve the FÞ! t 


vour of God, and the Protection q 0 = 


2) S. Aug. Trad. 6. in Joan. „ 
( 4 in deen. 4. 
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Jo. St. Joſeph. But to deſcend to more 
by \ Particulars. | Ys | 
to If there is a Feaſt in the whole 
| (next to thoſe dedicated to 


4 
U 


the Tear t 
pal God, and the bleſſed: Virgin) giving 
ic Aſſurance of obtaining our Petitions 
ere and facilitating Salvation, tis that 
e chi of St. Foſeph. St. Tereſa declares in 
nt td the fixth Chapter of her Life, That 
ranch” divers Years ſhe deſir d ſomething 
float of bim upon his Feſtival Day, and e- 
Man{ ver found it granted; and of peradven- 
eave ture her Petition was any way deficient, 
nce I redreſs'd it for her greater good. On 
give that Day holy Sacraments are to be 


oarifffrequented, entertaining with fla- 


Jut 0 ming Devotion, that Omnnipotent com- 


ſoludmitted to the Care of St. %%. 
Trac The votive Oblation may be recited, 


drin and his Lite read over. Twill alto 
nd bſbe a ſingular way of honouring him, 
ne Ff the pious Clients procure the ba- 
dion Krifice of Holy Maſs to be offer'd 
; o God in Thankſgiving for his 
minent Glory. 
15 D | The 
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The Univerſal Practiſe of ho- 
nouring our holy Patriarch, 1s to re- 


cite his little Office, his Litanies, 
Hymn and Prayer; either daily, or 
for a ſet time, as Occaſion or De- 
votion require and ſuggeſt. They] 
are a compend1ous Elogium of his 
Praiſes: The following Example 
will acquar,t you how acceptable] 


they are unto him. 


The Prioreſs, of the Urſulins, off 
the Houle of Coſe and Loudun, by], 
' Almighty God's Permiſſion, was]! 
7, , polkited with an evil Spirit, who! 
T tormented her after a violent man- 
ner. To defend herſclf againſt his 


inſulting Tyranny, ſhe was accu— 


ſtom'd to crave St. Toſeph's Bleſ-| 


ling (a Devotion praciis'd by many 
others) before the Exorciſms, as a 


dutiful Child would beg of a com- 


patlionate Parent. She allo oblig'd 


herſelf to recite daily S. Foſeph's 
Office, for a whole Year, and to 


perform wme weekly Pennance in 
| His 


' 3 
„ 
4 
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ö his Honour. Two or three Days 
e- after the Vow, the infernal Enemy 
168, was forc'd away at the firſt Exor- 
or] ciſm, leaving the Mark of a Croſs 


bis] might be known, that "was at the 
Patriarch's Interceſſion, the Devil 
cry'd out hideouſly, Joſeph is come 
and Leviathan muſt depart. 


of St. Urſula, had a Deſign to ſettle 


their Coming and Company, where- 
fore they tranſported themſelves 
thither, but met with unexpected 
Difficulties and Dilappointments. 
They could nor ſo much as find a 
proper Houſe to hire, ſo reſolv'd 
to return back to Aix, from whence 
5118 they came. In the mean time they 
oſeph | had Recourſe to St. Foſeph, they 


ad Io] choſe him for the Protector of their 


CC ui pious Intentions, and reſolv'd ro 
* 8 1 recite 


De-] on her Forchead, as the Prieſt had 
he) enjoyn'd him; and to the End it 


Some Religious of the ſaid Order 


at Lambeſa in Provence, the Inhabi- 
rants teſtifying an earneſt Deſire of 
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recite after Maſs his Litany, for 
nine Days together, before the e 
ninth Day, a vertuous Prieſt being af F 
Man of Subſtance and Authority] t. 
came to diſcourſe the Urſulin Supe] F 
riour: He had built a Church and aþ d 
Houle adjoyning to it, near Lambeſaþ I 
in honour of St. Tereſa: He made F 
an Offer to them both of Houſe and} th 
Church, and actually put them in] C2 
to Poſſeſſion of both; as if St. Tereſaþ m 
had directed him to provide for # 
thoſe De votes of her dear Father and} W 
Founder. 1 
; A Religious Houſe of Nuns (aj an 
P. Barrie had from the Mouth off ra 
the Superior) had not receiv'd q fv: 
conſiderable time any Novices | Ve 
which occaſion'd great Affliction, leſſ tre 
in few Years the Family ſhould want da 
Subjects to continue Succeſſion. They to 
all reſolv'd to ſay St. Foſeph's Prayey VI 
after Maſs, for fix Months; which te 
Devotion being unanimoully and up 
chearfully undertaken, that the Pa 
triarciſ 


* 


for ; 
the] * 


4 


ng af 
rity |. 
pe- 
nd af 
nbeſa 43 
nade : 
and 


n In- 
Tereſi] 
e for 
1 and} 
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triarch, who is a Protector of Reli- 


gious Orders, would vouchſafe to 


provide for them. A few Days af. 
ter a young Lady of Quality and 
Fortune offer'd herſelf to live and 
die with them in God's Service. 


The Community was ſenſble of the 


Favour, and to this Day continue 
their grateful Acknowledgments. I 
cannot omit What is worthy of Me- 


mory, the Devotion of Monſieur 
Henry Chycot, Canon of Chartres, 
which he «xpreſs'd for the afore- 


' faid Prayer: By his laſt Will 


1s (2 
th O 
v'd 

/1CECS 
n, lest 
| Wan 
The 

Praye 

Which 
7 ang 
he Pa 


triarc!) 


and Teſtament, he left a conſide- 


rable Sum of Money, as a perpe- 


| tual Foundation to be diſtributed 
yearly amongſt the Canons of Char- 


tres, with this Obligation, to ſing 


daily St. Foſeph's Hymn and Prayer; 


to the End he might contribute 


when ablent, in a more happy Place, 


to have his ſpecial Patron honour'd 
upon Earth | 


— . r a 
3 
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As moſt Perſons place in their 
beſt Rooms Repreſentations in Co- 
lours, of ſuch as they tenderly love, 
as Teſtimonies of their Eſteem and 
Affection; So the Devour Clients 
of St. Foſeph will do well to ſet up 
his Picture in their private Oratories, 
Or Carry it in little about them. 
St. Tereſa practis'd this, and the lit- 
tle Picture is (till preſerv'd at Avilla. 
By our Lord's Directions, ſhe plac'd 
Over the Gate of her firſt reform'd 
Monaſtery, the Statue of St. Foſeph, 
with that of his Immaculate Spouſe. 
When st. Francis Sales departed 
moſt happily at Lyons, there was 
but one looſe Picture found in his 


The aforeſaid St. Tereſa now en- 
Joys the laſting Reward due to her 
Merits, and indefatigable Labour, 
in reforming an ancient Religious 
Order, erecting thirty two Mona- 
ſterics, We by a perſonal Refor- 
mation of our Lives, mult fit our- 
ſelves 


Breviary, which was of St. Foſeph. 


How to honour S. Joſeph. gr 
ſelves for one of thoſe happy Man- 
ions in the Houſe of our Heavenly 
Father ; (a) for a very ſhort time, 
will fix us in the Houſe of our Eter- 
nity. (b) We muſt not loſe ſhort 
Day-light, in carrying on the great 
Work, but humbly beg St. Foſeph's 
helping Hand, that as He, Father- 
like, atlifted that poor Virgin in the 
Reformation, fo likewiſe he will 
favour us his Petitioners, in taking 
ſecure Poſſellion of our glorious and 
everlaſting Manſions. SS 

To prepare the Way, we are to 
make Friends by Mammon, that 
when Death calls upon us, we may 
be received into Erernal Taber- 
nacles. (c) The Prophet Daniel coun- 
ſell'd impious and proud Nabucho— 
donozor, to redeem his Sins with Alms- 
deeds, and his Iniquities by ſhewing 
Mercy to the Poor, (d) perbaps (ſaid 

D 4 ne 
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he) God will forgive thy Crimes, and 
mitigate the Puniſhment. This is 
another Method of deſerving St. Jo- 
ſeph's favourable Protection, to give 
Alms to a Man in Years, to a poor 
Woman and her Infant, in honour 


of the ſacred Family of Nazareth, 


St. Vincentius Ferrerius recounts, how 
a Gentleman of Valence had a pious 
Cuitom, amongſt his other good 
Works, every Chriſtmas Day, to 1n- 
vite a Woman With a ſuckling Child, 
and an elderly Man to dine with 
him, for the Love he bore to Jeſus 
Mary and Foſeph, This was ſo 
pleaſing to God, that he had the 


Comfort and Joy to behold on his 


Death-bed rhe divine Gueſts, who 
were perſonated by thoſe he enter- 
rained ; and as he was departing 
this World, they gave him this 
tranſporting Invitation to Paradiſe : 
Friend, you have every Year invited us 
to a Feaſt in your Houſe, now come 
and we will receive you to our Keaſt, 

and 


8 11 A 
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and into the dwelling Place of the bleſ- 
ſed, there to reign with us, and them, 
in all ſorts of Contentment, as long 
as a happy Eternity ſhall laſfk. Oh! 
What Comfort for ſuch ſmall Mat- 
ters, to receive a hundred fold, and 
Eternal Life. (a) 

St. Foſeph reveal'd himſelf, a De- 
votion very acceptable ro him, at- 
ter the following Manner. Two 
Religious of St. Francis's Order, ha- 
ving ſuffer'd Shipwrack, they happily 
laid hold of a large Plank, which 
bore them up; they were tofs'd 
three Days and three Nights in 
this evident Danger of ſinking, and 
in this ſtarving Diſtreſs, they had 
Recourſe to St. Foſeph, petitioning 
his powerful Afliſtance, in their 
deſperate Circumſtances, The Saint, 
tho' unknown, ſhew'd himſelf to 
them, like a young Man of beauti- 
ful and comely Features; he en- 
D 5 courag'd 
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couraged them not to deſpond, and 
as a skillful Pilot conducted them 
lafe to a ſecure Harbour. At their 
landing, they humbly crav'd the 
Name of their Deliverer, that they 
might perſonally acknowledge the 
ſingular Favour? He told them his 
Name was FJoſeph, and recommend- 
ed to them the daily Recital of ſe- 
ven Our Father's, and as many Hail 
Mary's, in Memory of his ſeven 
Griefs, and ſcven Joys which he re- 
lated to them, and having ſaid this 
he difappear'd. The good Religious 
put the mention'a Devotion into 
ſpeedy Execution, and likewiſe me- 
ditated on the Myſteries ſuggeſted 
by him, who had ſecur'd them from 
Dangers of the Deep. Peter Morales 
adds, that St. Foſeph had aſſur'd 
them, that he would ſuccour others 
in Neceſlity, and particularly at the 
Hour of Death, provided they pra- 
ckis'd the ſame Devotion. 


The 


ſacred Names. 
was heard to articulate upon the 


Reaſon taking it in the Sacrament 
of Confirmation. 
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The holy Minim Gaſper Bond had 

a laudable Pract iſe, at his going out 
of the Convent, at his Return, and 
in moſt of his Actions to call upon 
Teſus, Mary and Foſeph, that they 
would beſtow a Bletling upon his 
Undertakings. On his Death-bed 
he experienc'd incredible Confola- 
tion, and begg'd of the Aifiſtants | 
and Viſiters, that when they ſaw 
him agonizing, they would repeat 
with an audible Voice, theſe three 
The laſt Words he 


rendring of his Soul to God, were, 
Feſus, Maria, Foſeph. Tis in the 
Power of many to honour the Name 
of Foſepb, by giving it to Children 
in holy Baptiſm, or at the uſe of 


Wicked Sorcerers 
have been forc'd to own, that they 
have leſs Power over Infants that 
bear his Name. Tis matter of Fact, 
that a Perſon of Quality, having = 
| | 2A 
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all his Children by Witchcraft, a 
few Days after their Birth, was 
counſeli'd by one {( who had too 
great an Inſight into that black and 
diabolical Art) to name his next 
Son Foſeph; *rwas done, and the 
Child liv'd to inherit his Father's 
Eſtate and Honour. 


The learned Gerſon obſerves, how 


ſuch who have loſt any thing they 
much eſteem, having Recourſe to 


St. Foſeph, and performing ſome 


Devotions in his Honour, either to 
retrieve what 1s gone, or bearing 
it with Patience and Reſignation, 
are more favour'd in ſome other 
kind. He brings a Proof of what 
he aſſerts, how an Acquaintance 
of his, recover'd by theſe Means, 
what he had loſt of great Value. 


*Tis perhaps on this Account, that 


anxious and ſcrupulous Perſons im- 
plore his Aſſiſtance, to obtain the 
ineſtimable Treaſure of Serenity of 
Mind, and interior Repoſe. He 
| Who 
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who experienc'd the Loſs of Feſus, 
when remaining in the Temple of 
Hieruſalem, and the Grief it coſt 
him doubtleſs, will not be wanting 
to comfort his pious Clients in An- 
xiety and Aridities. Not to paſs 
over in Silence the Merits of the a- 
bove mention'd John Gerſen. Know, 
that *tis he who being the zealous 
and eminently learned Chancellour of 
the Univerſity at Paris, was fo paſ- 
ſionate a Lover and Admirer of 
Our Patriarch, that he compos'd 2 
Book in his Honour, intituled Joſe- 
phin, and in all his eloquent Ser- 
mons he never omitted to mention 
his Praiſes. He maintains, that he 
v as ſanctify'd in his Motbe , Womb, 
that he had alſo abſolute Command 
over ſenſuality, that he was con- 
firm'd in Grace, that he aroſe with 
dur Saviour Fejſus Chriſt. that, exc >: 
he bleſſed Virgin, no Saint is great: 
er in Heaven, I could not omi, 
his ſhort Digreſioi, Gouſon having 

been 
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been ſelected, as one of the chief gon 
Panegyriſts of St. Joſeph. 8 
Some in reſpect to St. Foſeph, in- Ichai 
vocate Saints who bore his Name, eſt! 
VIZ, St. Tol epb Son to the Samaritan abſc 
Woman, that gave Water to outſhy 
bleſſed Redeemer at the Well ofbold 
Facob ; (2) his Feaſt is celebratedſJ;ega 
according to Barronius's Martyro nem 
logy on the twentieth of Marchlemb 
ſutrering then Martyrdom with hiſto d 
Mother and Brother Victor, St. Fo prep 
ſeph the Juſt, a Title given him byf(as! 
the Holy Ghoſt. (b) He was one of Parr. 
the ſeventy two Diſciples, and they, ! 
Apoſtles had fo great an Opinion Tea 
of his SanCticy, that they nam'd himfhis 1 
with St. Matthias to be ſubſtituted inſio p 
the Traytor Fudas's Apoſtle: ſhipland 
The Records of Alexandria plachaſte 
him afterwards the Biſhop of Hi} A 
ruſalem. The noble Centurion S. Joſwas 
ſeph of Arimathea, ſeems to clainſupon 
fro OW 

yr f] ——— ——————— R, Deryi 
(a) Jean. 4. 6. (b) Actor. 1. 23. 
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neff from Great Britain particular Venerati- 
on: this worthy Diſciple of Chriſt diſ- 
in- Icharg'd his Duty in Time of great- 
me, eſt Danger, when the very Apoſtles 
itan abſconded; at that Time animated 
ourlby the dolorous Mother, he entred 
olſfboldly into Pilates Preſence, not 
atedBregarding his being cenſur'd an E- 
yronemy to the State, begg'd the Body, 
archEembalm'd it, and had the honour 
1 hito depoſite the ſame in a Sepulchre 
7oJÞprepar'd for himſelf. He ſupply'd, 
n byfl(as I may ſay) the Place of our great 
ie OFPatriarch, the one provided for Fe- 
| ths living, the other took care of 
niolfFe/us dead upon the Croſs, and for 
hinhis Interment. He came afterwards 
ed into preach the Goſpel in our Iſland, 
ſhipſand founded our firſt Primitive Mo- 
lach aſtery of Glaſtenbury. 
Hi A Religious Man of Montferat, 
S. Toſwas usd to meditate frequently 
claimſupon St. Foſeph's Journey into Egypt, 
fronſhow he had afforded all Manner of 
-, —Pervices to his God and to his chaſt 
Spouſe. 


— 
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Spouſe. He intermix'd repeated 
Thanks to the princely Patriarch, 


for what he had done upon all Oc- 


caſions, for his dear Redeemer, and 
the Virgin-Mother his ſpecial Ad- 
vocate. It ſo fell out, that on a time, 
being at ſome Diſtance from his Mo- 


naſtery, and returning Home, he 


miſtook the Road, and wandred up 
and down, and round a Mountain, 
fo long, that he gave himſelf for 
loſt, he was not withoutApprehen- 
ſions of a violent Death from ſa- 
vage Beaſts, which often ſhew'd 
themſelves in that Place, or pe- 
fiſhing by contagious Fogs. The 
Solitnde of the Night encreas'd the 


Horror, and no means to eſcape 


appear'd, but to implore Heaven. 
He therefore recommended himſelf 
in the moſt fervent manner to St. Jo- 
ſeph's Protection. No ſooner had he 
done this, but he found the good 
Etffect of his Prayer. He immedi- 


ately met a grave Man leading an 


At 


ed 
Ch, 
c- 
nd 
d- 
ne, 
lo- 
he 
up 
lin, 
for 
en- 
ſa· 
W'd 
Pe- 
The 
the 
ape 
yen. 
felf 
Fo 
] he 
ood 
edi- 
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Aſs upon which ſat a Woman with 
an Infant in her Arms; this happy 
Encounter was entertain'd with a 
wonderful Comfort and Joy, which 
was conſiderably augmented, when 
asking the Way? he who led the 
his offer'd to be his Guide, and 
bid him follow. As they went to- 
gether, the whole Diſcourſe was of 
God, and the Religious never found 
his Aﬀections fo chartm'd, even in 
time of ferverous Prayer. Entring 
the Village, where the Monaſtery 
ſtood, they all three diſappear'd, 
which gave Aſſurance that St. Foſeph 
had deliver'd him from the Dan- 
ger. So acceptable it was to medi- 
tate on ſome Paſſage of his Life, 
and to thank him for the Care he 
took, and Pains he underwent for 
Him, whom we adore in Heaven, 
and upon our Altars. 
There are ſeveral other Ways 
of honouring him, as io ſay the 
Beads, to wear Rings with his 
e 
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Name engrav'd, as ſome did at 
Lyons in the Time of the Peſtilence, 
and not one of that Number were 
touch'd with the Contagion ; others 
have on their Rings, Feſus, Maria, 
Foſeph. Bur he 1s chiefly honour'd 
(as is aboveſaid) by honouring God, 
in the Imitation of his Virtues. The 

pious Reader may pick up what 1s 
moſt proper for his State. I men- 
tion one Virtue, becauſe the bleſſed 
Virgin was pleasd to reveal to 
St. Brigit, that it had merited a par- 
ticular Crown of Glory to St. Joſeph. 
It was an uninterrupred Series of 
Acts of Conformity to the Divine 

Pleaſure. In this he took ſo great 

Satisfaction, that it was his frequent 

Aſpiration, Oh ! that I may (a) live to 

fee the Will of God fulfiPd, Whether 
he ſaw his Saviour in the Manger, 
or was oblig'd to withdraw into 

Egypt, Whatever happen'd, did not 


con, 


633. 


2334 nod 


— . 


() In Re vel. S. Brigit. 
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contriſtrate this juſt Man, (a) he ne- 
ver chang'd Countenance, but was 
equal in the inequality of human 


Contingencies. 


We may without 


Toil, imitate the Patriarch by deſi- 
ring, only to live, to fulfil the Will 
of God——=Neceſlary Revgnation will 
make us eaſie in all Contrarieties 


and Diſappointments. 


'Tis 


both 


diſpleaſing to our Maker, and con- 
trary to right Reaſon to fret and vex 
ourſclves, at what is not in our 
Power to prevent. It alſo frequent- 
ly happens how that what we lament 
as wanting is more beneficial than 
that we pray'd to obtain. A true 
Believer muſt walk towards ever- 
laſting Bliſs, betwixt Proſperity and 
Adverſity, with a Contempt of both. 
Such Men as cenſure God's Govern- 
ment of the World, are not only 
Male-Contents, but open Rebels. 
Altho' they mutter and murmur, 


** — — 


(a) Proverb. 12. 21. 
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it makes no Alteration in Divine 
Decrees, For his Counſel ſtands, and 
his whole Will is juſtified. (a) The Al. 
mighty is a molt tender Father, and 
an unerring Maſter, he takes Care 
of every Hair of our Heads (b) and 
provides better tor us than we could 


do for ourſelves, beſtowing tem- 


poral Bleſſings or ſalutary Scourge), 
according to what conduces to the 
Improvement of his Servants, who, 


like Koyal David, bleß the Lord in al 


times, his Praiſe is ahvays in their 


Mouths. Whether they are upon 


Mount Thabor, or Mqunt Calvary 


they would not change their Poſts 
becauſe God had placed them there 
This Perfect Conformity goes Hand 
in Hand with conſtant Joy, for 
the Throng of human Miſeries, no Mor 
tal is more happy than he, who i 
what he would be. (d) Such Soul 

4 


* 


— 


2 — 


( Iſaie 46. 10. (b) Math. co. 30. (c) E 
33. 2. (4) Salvian. L. 1. de Provident. 
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as reſolve ſeriouſly to enter after 
Chiiſt into Glory, muſt ſuffer with 
him, and humbly beg to partake of 
his divine Appointments, and never 
to abandon him, even when ſweat- 
ing Blood in the Garden, and pray- 
ing to his Heavenly Father, not as 
I, but as thou wilt (a) have it. 

Other particular Virtues of 
St. Foſeph, may be taken Notice of, 
in the eight Meditations of his 
Life; they need no Orator to com- 
mend them, no more than a Jewel 
of ineſtimable Value, a Foil to ſet it 


7 off. 


I — . — | * 


(s) $. Math. 26. 39- 


DEVOTIONS 


St. Joſeph, 


, Spouſe of the B. V. M ART. 
WITH 
MEDITATIONS 
| Upon ſeveral Paſſages 
OF HIS 


NT. 


fever to forſake you; and never 
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AN 
V 
„„ 

St. JOSEPH. 
To chuſe him for a Patron. 


Holy FOSEPH! Virgin= 

\ # Spoule of the Virgin Mother 
f GOD ; moſt glorious Advocate 
pt all ſuch as are in Danger, or 
n their laſt Agony; and molt faith- 
ul Protector of all the Servants of 
ARY your deareſt Spouſe : I N. N. 
n the Preſence of FES US and 
WARY, do from this Moment chuſe 
ou for my Lord and Maſter, for my 
owerful Patron and Advocate, for 
he obtaining a moſt happy Death : 
ind I firmly reſolve and purpoſe, 
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108 An Oblation 
under my Charge to ſay or do, any 
thing againſt your Honour; receive 
me therefore for your perpetual Ser. 
vant, and recommend me to the 
conſtant Protection of MARY your 
deareſt Spouſe, and to the ever- 
laſting Mercies of FESUS my sa. 
viour : Aſſiſt me in all the Actions 
of my whole Life, all which I now 
offer to the greater and everlaſting 
Glory of FESUS and MARY, as 
well as to your own. Never therefore 
forſake me, and whatſocver Grace 
you fee moſt neceſſary and profitable 
to me, obtain it for me now, and at 
the Hour of my Death, to which I 
now invite you, againſt the uncer- 
rain Hour in which it ſhall hap- 
pen, that whatſoever at this preſent, 
and on my Death- bed, I cannot 0 
myſelf obtain, may by your graci 
ous Interceſſion be beſtow'd upon 
me, by the God of my. Soul out: 

Lord 


The Office of 109 
my Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who together with 
ive the Father, c. 


zer- Ex. Man. Tyrnavien. 
the! 


Our — 1 eee 
| The OFFICE of 


Ons 


ingot 70 & EF H. 


= 
for c 


Ar Mattins. 
race 
able 


we Feſus, Mary, Foſeph, 


ch IV. Lord open my Lips, 

1Cer- R. And my Mouth ſhall de- 

bap] clare thy Praiſe. 

ent} . O God incline unto my Aid. 

ot Of R. O Lord make haſt to help m 

racy J. Glory be to the Father, AT to 

upon the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt. 

| ou K. As it was in the Beginning, 

Lord is now, and ever ſhall be, World 
| | without End. Amer, Alelya, = 
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110 S. Joſeph 


Fl The Hymn. b 
it 3 Pl 
iN OS E PH, the Son of David, was U 
= * eſteem d. * 
Father of Feſus, who the World 
Redeem'd. 


The Virgin he eſpous'd, 
In Heart conjoyn'd, 
And Guardian was of both by Hea- 
ven aſſign'd. 7 
2 All Hail Honour of tlie 
Patriarchs, Steward of the Holy | he 
Church of God, who did'ſt conſerve Þ | 
the Bread of Life, and the Wheat off 41j 
the Elect: - - 

V. O holy Foſeph, Pray for us. 

R. That we may be made worthy 
of the Promiſes of Chriſt. 


P 


| ſign 
8Sſiſt us O Lord, we beſeech thee, B 


by the Merits of the Spouſe offhis 
ad holy Mother, that what of our- A 


The Prayer. 


= S-&=. = "VA =_ U 1 = W aha 
3 _ ul _ o 


as 


rld 


the ©, 
fe of 
* QUr- 
ſelves 


The Offee in 
ſelves we cannot obtain, my be given 
us by his Interceſſion. Who liveſt 
and reigneſt with God the Father, in 
Unity of the Hoh Ghoſt, World with- 
out End. Amen. 


At Prime; 


Feſus, Mary, Feſepb. 


V. God incline unto my Aid. 
R. O Lord make haſt to 
help me. Ys, 

V Glory be to the Father, = 
Alia. 


The Eymn. 


Hen thou the Virgin didſt 
with Child perceive, 
Perplext in Thought, thou herde- 
ſign'ſt to leave. 


But in thy Sleep an Angel with 
his Voice, 


| Advis'd thee not to Fear, but to 
1 


qoice. 6 7 Ant. 


112 S. Joſeph, 
Antiphon. All Hail, Honour of, Þ He 
; ö Cc. as before, pag. 113. | 


The Prayer. G5 


3 iS 
Sſiſt us, O Lord, we beſeech | 
4 thee, Ec. as before, | Pag. 114. of 


At the Third Hour. 


F eſus, Mary, TFoſeph. 


J. FN God incline unto my Aid. 
R. O Lord make haſt to 


help me. 
V. Glory be to the Father, &, 
Alleluja. 


The Hymn. 


HO Bethlem, with the pregnant 
Virgin he, | 
'Travel'd to pay th' impoſed Subſidy 
Where Chriſt was to be born, and 
in which place 5 


1 


The 22 of 113 

of, lle ſhortly ſhould his Infant Lord 

embrace. 

Antiphin. All Hail, Honour of, 

Oc. as before, pag. 110. 

V. O holy Feoſeph, pray for us. 

ech] R. That we may be made worthy 
4, of the Promiſes of Chriſt. 


The Projer 


Af us O Lord, we beſeech thee, 
c. as before, pag. 110. 


1 s At the Sixth Hour. 
G 15 Feſus, Mary, Foſeph. 


V. God incline unto my Aid. 
R. O Lord make haſt to 

help me. 

gnang V. Glory be to the Father, Oc. 

Alleluja. 

bſidy | The Hymn. 

y any Hen cruel Herod tht Innocents 

oppreſt, 


S. Joſeph. - 

By th' Angel warn'd, thou call'df 
thy Spouſe from Reſt; 

That taking her celeſtial Babe, fheſ 

With thee, to Egypt, make a ſpeed 

Flight. 

Ant iphon. All Hail, Honour of che 
Patriarchs, Steward of the Hol 
Church of God, who did'ſt conſerve 
the Bread of Life, and the Whea 
of the Elect. 5 

J. O holy Foſeph, pray for us. 

R. That we may be made worth 
of the Promiſes of Chriſt. 


+, The Prayer. | 
Sſiſt us, O Lord, we beſeec 
I thee, Cc. as before, pag. 110. 


At the Ninth Hour. 


Teſus, Mary, Foſepb. 


VF. FN God incline unto my Aid: 
R. O Lord make haſt 1 
kelp me. 


f 


as 


of 


11. 


The Office of "x7 Þ 
rad] . Glory be to the Father, &c. 
Alleluja. N 
the 85 [i 
The Hymn. "1 
eed 5 11 
* H Y Foes being dead, thou 
f theft mad'ſt no longer ſtay ; 1 
Holy Bur into . Galilee didſt bring away, 
[erv Mother and Child, Heaven this Ad- 3 
'hea vice did give, "i 
And thou ar Nazareth did i hum- i 
.. dle live, 1 
Irth Antiphon. All Hail, Honour of, Ge. 
as before, pag. 113. It 
V. Pray 25 us, O holy Foſepb. 1 
R. That we may be made worthy =. 
{eecl} of the Promiles of Chriſt, il} 
110. 
The Prayer. 
* Shſt us, O Lord, we be- 
tecch thee, Oc. as before, pag. 
110. N 
Aid: | 
aſt 1 At 


Glo 
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At Even-Song. of 


Jeſus, Mary, Toſeph. 


FC) God incline unto my Aid. 
R. O Lord make haſt to 4 
help me. 


VJ. Glory be to the Father, e. 
Alleluja. 


The Hymn. 1 
Rien Jeſus (of thine Eyes the 
q glorious Light) 1 
At twelve Years old was loſt, unto fror 
thy fight; F 
But finding him among the Doctor 4 
thou ö 


His Guardian was, to whom the Alle 
Angels bow. 


 _ÞFAntiphon. All Hail, Honour of, 

7c. as before, pag. 114 

Fe 2 for us, O boly Foſeph. 
R. Thai 


Q 


The Office of 117 
R. That we may be made worthy 
of the Promiſes of Chriſſ. 

The Prayer. 


id. Sſiſt us, O Lord, we beſeech 


ON L1 thee, Cc. as before, Page 110. 


Ge. At Compline. 
Jeſus, Mary, Foſepb. 


J. £ \ Onvert us, O God, our Sa- 
the VIOUr. | 

R. And turn away thine Anger 
untol from us. „ 

V. O God incline unto my Aid. 
Cor] K. O Lord make Haſt to help me. 
I. . Glory be to the Father, Cc, 
che Aleluja. 1 5 | 


x of, The Hymn. 
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Cbriſt 
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118 S. Joſeph. 

Chriſt and the Virgin in Death's A- 
Sony; 

Thar fo thou migh'f thy courſe di. 
rectly bend, 

To Limbo, having made a godly End, 0 

Autiphon. All Hail, Honour of, 

c. as before, pag. 110. 


V. O holy Foſepb, pray for us, 
R. That we may be made worthy 1 


of the Promiſes of Cbriſt, Rs: Lor 
-. nr 
The Prayer. Chr 


MES O ( 
Sſiſt us, O Lord, we beſeech v 
thee, Cc. as before, pag. 1 1000 G 
: k 
( 


The Commendation, $ 


| ol 
Heſe Hours Canonical I haveÞ ! 
addreſt, 


an 
To thee, Saint Joſepb from a zcalouf oly 
Breaſt : V 


That by thy Prayers, thou wilt ob aint 


rain that I, fe 
May live with thee, in Heaven "ol | 
nally, Amen, | THE 


; A 
di. 


ind, 
of, 


rthy 


eech 


Eter 
THE 


he LiTany of 


St. JOSEPH 


ORD have Mercy on us, 
Chriſt have Mercy on us. 
Lord have Mercy on us. 
Chriſt hear us. 
Chriſt graciouſly hear us. 
0 God the Father, 
World, have Mercy on us. 
1010 God the Son, Redeemer of Man- 
kind, have Mercy on us. 
: God the Holy 


lt ob paint Foſeph, Spouſe of the bel. 
ſed . 


119 


Creator of the 


Ghoſt, Perfecter 
| of the Elec, Cave Mercy on us. 

havqo ſacred Trinity, | 
| and one God, have Mercy on us. 

alou Holy Mary, Queen of the whole 


three Perſons 


ll — — 


120 The Litany of 1 
Saint Joſeph ſanctify'd before} 84 

Birth. 
Saint Foſeph, priviledg'd and. j 


preferv'd from all Mortal Sin. : N 
St. Foſepb, confirm'd in Grace. "1 
St. Foſeph, Honour of the Pa- 


triarchs. es, 
Saint Foſeph, repleniſh'd with mo 
unſpeakable Benedictions. 


Saint Foſeph, reputed Father of 135 
Feſus. . 1 
Saint Foſeph, abounding with all Id 88 
the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, po... 
Saint Foſeph, who adored Feſus | * * 
in the Cridz. 15415 
Saint Joſeph, an Angelical Man. oxy 


Saint Foſeph, who by the Ad- | . 
monition of thy good Angel, 


pareſerved'ſt Chriſt from the ou 
Fury of Herod. ih 7 


Saint Foſeph, who (as 24 Princi- Saint 
pality of the firſt Hierarchy of! Mi. 
Angels) did'ſt gavern Chrif. of 
Saint Foſeph. who as a Virtue, | | 2 
wert a Miniſter 19 Chriſt. J an. 
| 51 Bs 


i 


Saint Foſeph, in whoſe Arms and | 


S. Joſeph. 


Dominations, Whom the 


King and Queen of Heaven 
oObey'd. 


Bofom Chriſt was ſeared as in 
a Throne. 


Saint Foſep h, Who as a Cherubin, 


A 25-4 


» Cc 0 


| 
0 


2¹⁰ 


had'ſt care of the Virgin of the 
true Paradiſe. 

Saint Foſeph, a ſeraphical Man. 

Saint Toſeph, a moſt high con- 
templative Soul. 

Saint Foſe 555 Who diedſt in Chriſt's 
Arms. 

Saint Joſeph, who didſt hear An- 
gelical Muſick. 

Saint Fo/eph, Precurſor of Chriſt 
to the Holy Fathers 1 in Limbo, 

Saint Tof, b, who aroſe With 
Chrif from the Dead. 

saint Fofeph, who in Body and 


Mind, did enjoy peculiar gifis 
Of Glory. 


1 


2 


* — * 


F 40 


wet, — — 


E 


zaint 7oſeph, Our dear Patron, 


and Defender. E Lamb 3 


1 


121 
Saint Joſeph, Greater than the? 


AW U.> 


— ——— IE — 


122 Tue Litany, & . 
Lamb of God that takeſt away the 


-.* 

C3 

* 
5 

| | 
| 

y 

| 


— — — —— 


Sins of the World, ſpare us, OP 
Lord. 

Lamb of God, that takeſt away the] 
Sins of the World, hear us, O 
Lord. 


Lamb of God, that takeſt away the 


Sins of the World, have mercy 
upon us. 
O Lord hear my Prayer: 


And let my Supplication come to 


thee. 
The Prayer. 


Sſiſt us, O Lord, we beſeech 
thee, Cc. as before, page 110. 


S 


The HY MN in honour of 


St JOSEPH. 


Ail Holy Toſeph, whoſe pure 
Mind, 


Rendreq- 


4. 


pure 


adred 


To Royal David both ally'd. 
Hail 


Did far out- ſhine the Sun 


— — — — 


The Hymn, &c. 123 
Rendred thee fit to be deſin d, 
The Husband of a moſt pure Bride, 


Guardian of God's Son on 
„Earth, 
Fore-tol'd of his ſtupendious Birth. 
And other Heavenly Secrets known, 
But to thyſelf and Spouſe alone. 
How often did thy happy Arms, 
Secure that ſacred Babe from Harms; 
When with him, and thy Virgin» 
Wife, 5 5 
Conſtrain'd to fly, to ſave his Life! 
With what unſpeakable delight. 
Didſt thou enjoy the precious fight! 
Of thy Redeemer whoſe bright Eyes, 
s upriſe. 
How many Times didſt thou em- 
brace ? - 
The tender giver of all Grace, 
And didſt as often fix a Kits, - > 
To fill the Meaſure of thy Bliſs? _ i 
To whom did God ſuch Joys Im- [ 
Part, 
As to thine own 


and Spouſes Heart ? 
E 2 Which 


How ſweetned was thy daily Pains, | 


No Inſtruments, however Strung, 


124 The Hymn 


Which did range Comforts en- | 
tertain, „ 
When fyeſus loſt, was found again. 
Moſi happy was thy Houle, to be, C 
The Paradiſe, in which the Tree, 'c 
Of Life did proſper, when theſ 7 
ground, 8 
Where that firſt grew, could not bel V 
found. IA. 
SU 

Tl 


While Feſas lived on thy Gains! 
Whereby the Food that ye did 

Ear, | 
Became all Sanctify'd Mcar. | 
With thee he frequently did walk} 
Calling thee Father in his talk ; | Th 
And by his charming ſweet Diſ⸗ B 

courle, | 
Did Sorrows from thy Heart Di-“ 

vorce. | 


Tongue; 
Which chou heard ft an happ 


'Ere founded like our Saviour” 4 
chen, 


Were 


| Of S. Joſeph. I25 

2n-Þ Wert thou above the reſt of Men. 
And when, in Age, Reſiſtleſs 

n. Death, 

I Gave ſummons to thy lateſt Breath, 

» | Cou'd thou more Happineſs deviſe, 
the | Than to have Jeſus cloſe thine Eyes. 
Great is thy Glory ſure above, 

be] Whom Chrift did ſo intirely love, 
As on thy Perſon to beſtow, 

ns, | Such Priviledges here below. 

Then let us all, with one Con- 
flent. 

Beſcech Saint Foſeph to preſent, 

| Our Wants to God; and for us 
| Pray, 

That ſerve our Lord we ever may. 
AMEN. 


Di The Prayer. 


2, O” Mnipotent and Merciful Lodd | 


 \- 7eſas, who did'ſt provide Saint 
Foſepb, the juſt, Son of David, for 
[ 95 of Bleſſed Mary, thy . 0 
Mother, and choſe for thy Nurſing- 


Wert | E z Father 


— 9 — 
L w Ls 4 ” - 
57 3 Woes —  — 


'I26 


which the Holy Church makes uſe 


1 


The Prayer. 


Father: Grant, we beſeech thee, 


that by his Prayers and Merits, thy 


Church may enjoy a perfect Peace, 
and fo arrive at the Conſolation of 
thy everlaſting Viſion, Through 
the ſame Lord Feſus, our Saviour, 
who with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoſt, liveth and reigneth one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


_ 
er ad —_— a — 


The BEaps of 


St. JOSEPH 


I PON the great Beads, you | 


recite the following Prayer 
of in his Divine Office. 


The Prayer, 


„ 


A Sit us, O Lord, we beſeech thee, by 
the Merits of the Spouſe of thy moſt 
Holy 


The Beads of S. Joſeph. 127 


Holy Mother, that what of ourſelves we 
cannot obtain, may be gruen us by his in- 
terceſſion: Who liveſt and reigneſt with 


| God the Father, in the Unity of the Holy 
| Ghoſt, World without End. Amen. 


| Upon the Leſſer Beads, you fay, 
| M OST glorious Patriarch St, Jo- 


teph, Foſter Father, of Jeſus, and 


| Spouſe of the ever Immaculate Mother 
of God. Pray for us now, and at the 
Hour of our Death. Amen. 


Seven PRAYERS 


In honour of the Seven Dolours and 


Seven Joys of St. Joſeph. _ 


WY) OF Ie Tr 


— 


The firſt Dolour. 
The Tormenting Thoughts of for- 
ſaking his Sposſe with Child. 


E 4 The 4 


128 The ſeven Dolours and 


The firſ# Foy. 


The comfortable Meſſage of the 
Angel, Joſeph Son of David, do 
not fear to take Mary for thy Wife. 


The Prayer 


Chaſt Joſepb! I moſt humbly 

petition by this Grief and this 
Joy, that you'll make Supplication 
for my being preſerv'd in unalte- 
rable Purity of Soul, and Body, 
that I may overcome all Tempta- 
tions and Perplexities, curb my 
cenſuring others, and that I may, 
by concurring with divine Inſpira- 
tions, deſerve the favourable Aſſi- 
ſtance of my good Angel, in directing 
me to the Performance of my Duty 
towards God and Man. Thro' our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who with the 
Father and the Holy Ghoſt, liveſt 
and reigneſt, one God World wich- 

QUT 


23 8 2 


Toys of St. Joſeph. 129 
Our Father, Cc. 


out End. Amen. 
Hail Mary. 


The ſecond Dolour. 


St. 7oſeph's beholding little Jeſus ſhi- 
vering with cold in the Manger, 


and ſo miſerably accommodated. 
The ſecond Foy. 

His heating the Angelical Harmony. 

The Adorations of the Shepherds, 


and the three Kings prottrate be- 
fore the Infant God, 


The Prayer. 
'< Ompaſſionate St. Foſeph, I moſt 


humbly petition, by this Grief 


and this Joy, that you'll make Inter- 
ceſſion for me, that my frozen Heart 
may become a fervent Kecepracle of 
my dear Redeemer in the acyravie 
Sacrament of the Altar; and my poor 
Mods Sou 


. - 


130 Thc ſeven Dolours and 
Soul a permanent dwelling Place of 
the Holy Ghoſt. I now freely öffer 
my Memory, Will and Underſtand- 
ing to be govern'd by divine Pro- 
| vidence, beſeeching God by your 
| Merits, that 1 may adore him ſo 
| faithfully on Earth, as to deſerve to 
{ing eternally wich the bleſſed Angels, 
that Joyful Canticle, Glory be 10 (God 
on high, Thro' our Lord Tejs: 
Chriſt. * 

Our Father. Hail Mary. 


The Third Daolour. 
St. Foſeph's beholding Chriſt to ſhed 
Circumciſion, 


The Third Foy: 


the Angel. 


his ſacred Blood ſo early in the | 


Da. 


2. 


* #6. 


His pronouncing the moſt facred | 
and ſaving Name of JESUS, as 
the eternal Father had order'd by 


The 


hed 


the | 


cred | 


1 28 


d by 


The 


Joys of S. Joſeph. 131 


The Prayer. 


0 Aint Foſeph my potent Patron! I 
U 


moſt humbly petition by this 


Grief and by this Joy, that you'll 


make Interceſſion for me, t hat I may 
ſned Tears of perfect Contrition, for 
being the Occafion of my dear Re- 
deemer's ſhedding his moſt precious 


Blood; that if call'd to a Tryal for 


his ſake, I may chearfully offer u 

my Life to him who gave it. I alſo 
rejoyce that my Jeſus was pleas'd to 
bleed at that tender Age, to ranſom 


me and all Mankind from Everla- 


ſting Perditi n. I likewiſe beg that 


the ſaving Name of Feſus may be ſo 


deeply imprinted in my Heart and 


| Memory, as never to think, ſay, or | 
do any thing againſt God's Ho- | 


nour. Thro' the ſame Lord Feſus 
3 


Our Father. Hail Mary. 


The 0 


132 The ſeven Dolours and 


The fourth Dolour. 


The Words of Simeon on the Day of I be 
the Purification, that a Sword ſhould Þþ glc 
pierce the Bleſſed Virgins Heart. jar 


The Fourth Toy. 


What Simeon ſaid, that Chriſt would | 
be a Light to the Gentiles, the | Ch; 
Glory of Jrael, and Reſurrection | | 

olf Many. 1 755 2h 


The Prayer. 


| CAint Foſeph! Comforter of the Af- a 
| flicted, I moſt humbly petition, | G 
by this Grief and this Joy, that! 
| may be tender and compaſſionate in 
the Sorrows and Misfortunes of my 

| Neighbour, that I may partake fully 

| of the Dolours and Merits of the 
| Blefted Virgin, ſtanding under the 
heavy Crols of her Bleeding Son, 05 
=_ the 


Of 
2 


9 


Foys of S. Joſeph. 133 


the End my Saviour may be a clear 
Light to me in walking the narrov/ 
| Way by a holy Life, towards the 
beatifical Viſion of my God, and a 
glorious Reſurrection. Thro' the 


ſame Lord Jefus Chriſt, Cc, 
Our Father, Hail Airy, 


The Fifth Dolour. 


Chriſ?*s Flight into Egypt, occaſion'd 


by perſecuting Herod. 

The Fifth Foy. 
The falling down of Egyptian Idols, 
at the Approach of the Son of 
| God. | 


The Prayer. 


LIT Oly Sr. Foſeph ! perfectly re- 
ſign'd to Almighty God's Fa- 
her] 


y Appointments and Permiſſion 
ons; I moit humbly perition by this 
Grief 


134 The ſeven Dolours and 
Grief and this Joy, that I may wil- 
lingly ſubmit and chearfully conform 
to whatever Croſſes or Contrarieties, 
divine Wiſdom and infinite Goodneſs 
ſee expedient for me, that I may be 
as equally thankful in the ſharpeſt 
Adverſity, as in flouriſhing Proſpe- 
rity. That I may, by your Interceſ- 
ſion experience the unſpeakable Joy 
of trampling on and keeping under 
Foot the deform'd Idols of inordi- 
nate Paſſions, and vain ſordid Plea- 
{ures, ſo much courted aud ador'd 
by the vicious World. Thro' our 
Lord Fe/us Chriſt, &c. 

Our Father. Hail Mary. 


The Sixth Dolour. 


The fear St. Foſeph had at his coming 
from Egypt, hearing that Archelaus 


reign'd. 


ming 
helaus 


Joys of S. Joſeph. 135 


The Sixth Toy. 
Orders from Heaven by an Angel, 


to return Home with Feſus and 
his bleſſed Mother, 


The Prayer. 


V Igilant St. Toſeph! careful Gar- 
dian of. ef and Mary, look 
down from Heaven upon a poor 
Client ſurrounded with many Dan- 
gers of falling into Sin, and dropping 


Into Hell. 1 moſt humbly petition 


by this Grief and this Joy, that you'll 
intercede forme, that I may not fear 


of infernal Powers, and beg by the 
paſſion of Chrilt, that he'll compal- 
ſionate my Infirmity, and enable me 
with his Grace to walk cautiouſly 
betwixt Love and Fear, thro' the 


Tb. 


Life, ſo as to enter Joyfully the bleſ- 
led Land of Promile, never ending, 
Hap- 


any thing but offending my good 
God. Protect me from the Tyranny © 


dangerous Egyrt of this uncertain = 


136 The ſeven Dolours and 
Happineſs. Thro' our Lord eſas 
Chrift. 


Our Father. Hail Mary. 
The ſeventh Dolour. 


St. Foſcph's looking for Jeſus at twelve 
Years of Age, when returning from 
Hieruſalem. 


The ſeventh Foy. 


His finding Feſus in the Temple, ſit- 
ing amongſt the Doctors, who 
were aſtoniſh'd at his Wildom. 


The P rayer. 


8 Aint Joſeph, my powerful Advo- 
_J cate, who in the loſing and find- 
ing of FJelus, experienc'd the two 


tranſporting Joy ; I your unworthy 
Suppliant moſt humbly petition, 
that I may never loſe my God by 


Extreams of intenſe Anguiſn and] 


mortal 


Foys of St. Joleph. 137 
J mortal Sin, altho' it were to enjoy 
as many pleaſant Words as Omni- 
potency can create. I now ſeri- 
ouſly repent and will lament, during 
the Remainder of my Life, for ha- 
ving lo frequently parted uncon- 
ve cern'd with divine Grace. I having 
om nothing worthy of Acceptance to 
attone for my Crimes and pay off 
my Debt. I offer the Merits of my 
Redeemer, which he has made my 
own, and you glorious Foſter-Father 
„ſit-Jof Teſus, offer me all the aforeſaid 
«ho | Dolours and Joys, that by worthy 
E Fruits of Pennance I may ſeck my 
Creator ſorrowing, and after a happy 
Death, adore him in the Heavenly 
Hieruſalem, there to enjoy what the 
dyo.| Heart of Man has not conceiv'd. 
6n4-| Thro' our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 
TWO | 
and] Our Father. Hail Mary, 
wihyl 
men... = 
d by x 
10xtal | ELGHT 


138 


| E1GHT 
ON | 
| MEDITATIONS: 
Upon ſome Paſſages of the Life 15 
of St. Joſeph, which may ſerve 
ll through his Octave, or at other 
i times. 


Fo | TE 
| the 
If, 


MEDITATIOR I. 


Of the Sanctifſcation, Birth aud 
Name of Joſeph. 


bl. The Preparatory Prayer. 


Beg humbly of God, that your 
Memory, Underſtanding and Will, oy 
may be employ'd to his greater Ho- 
nour and Glory, in this mental 
Prayer. | 


72 


3 

WR 

BS. 
py 


Meditations, &c. 139 
Firſt Prelude. 


Imagin your ſelf at Nazareth, at the 
Birth of St. Joſepb, and ponder the 
Difference, wherewith Men and 


bleſſed Spirits regarded this Royal 


ile Infant. 


rve 
her © Second Prelude. 


Beg Light to ſee the Vanity of 


— [the World, and Grace to deſpiſe 
t. | 


aud IN . 


onſider. 168 St. Joſeph, was ſan- 

ctify'd in his Mother's 
omb. Gerſon Serm. de nati vit Virg. 
abito in Concilio Conſtantienſi. Et 3. 
art, Alphabet. 59. lib. 2. Officium 
teroſolumit. anum. Facobus de Valentia 
per Magnificat) bcing deſign'd for 
| higher Station than that of S. Fohn 


Bapti ff, 


your 
Will, 
er Ho- 
mental 


2 


140 Meditations on 
Baptiſt, or the Prophet Jeremy, who ſe 
both were Saints before their Birth. IN 
Admire and love the Purity of this 
holy Infant. His Soul was more 
charming by ſanctify'd Grace, than 
all the celebrated Faces of the ca 
World. We may truly ſay, Oh 
beautiful St. Foleph ! Many rejoyced He 
in pour Nativity, both Angels and] M: 
expecting Souls in Limbo, you beingſwa 
born, who was to be the lawful Fa- Re. 
ther to the long promis d Meſſias ea, 
Spouſe to the Mother of God. G0 TY 
vernour of Jeſus, and Maſter offror 
the ſacred Family, you appeared likqꝗbel 
a clear dawning of the Day, uſheringung 
in the glorious Son of Jultice. Lau, 
congratulate with you for pour earjNezy 
ly Sanctification, and I give thank Jol 
to my God for the Prerogativehpor 
deſign'd you from all Eternity. hexr 
take Complacency, that you arſs n. 
rais'd fo high above other SaintMan; 
and *twill be a Satisfaction, if ſ[hoſ, 
inſignificant a Creature as 1 lan, 
c 


= _ 


S. Joſeph's Life. 141 
no felf can any ways promote your 
th. | Honour. : 
his „ 
Ore POINTE 
nan W . 
the Conſider. H His noble Infant was 
Oh 1 born in a poor little 
ed Houſe, without ſuch diſtinguiſhing 
and] Marks of Grandeur, as are never 
eingl wanting at the Birth of Princes. 
1 FaReflect, that as the Heavens are far 
eſſiasJexalted above the Earth, ſo are the 
GOJThoughts and ways of God different 
ex Olffrom thoſe of Men. Tſaias 55. Res 
1 ikqbelling Worms of the Earth, fit 
jerinfundcer the Shade of Triumphant 
ce. Laurels, altho' as vicious as bloody 
ir ear(Nero and lavage Diocleſiun, whilſt 
hankſFob the Idum n Prince, is ſcorn'd 
zativehpon the Dunghil, and Foſeph the 
iy. pext Heir to the Scepter of David, 
u arſs not taken notice of. After this 
Saintplanner the Almighty treats his 
, if IPholen Favourites. The poor Rich 
s myYyWlan, who was cloath'd in Silxs, 
ſe . 


142 Meditations on 


and commanded in Purple, who 
feaſted ſplendidly every Day (St. 
Luke 16.) fitting under a ſtately 
Canopy, and ador'd by his flat- 
tering Paraſites, was fo intoxicated 
with Pride, that he doted on his 
own Miſery, in that miſtaken flou- 
riſhing State, he was odious to his 
Creator, contemptible to the An- 
gels, and notwithſtanding his fune- 
ral Pomp, the Son of God, wrote 
his dreadful Epitaph, buried in Hell! 
whilſt the Rich poor Man fainting 
at his Gate, for want of caſt away 
Crums, and pamper'd Dogs licking 
his Ulcers, was waited on by An- 
gels, to take his Place amongſt 
Patriarchs, Prophets, and Kings: O the 
Beauty and Riches of holy Poverty ! 
O the dangerous Circumſtrnces of 
thoſe who receive more temporal 
Favours than others, which will 
render their Judgment more ter- 
rible for abus'd Bounties. Lord open 
my Eyes to ſee and contemn the 


Con / 


enCr 
Uſe 
infla 
ſeein 
mad. 
It Te 
ange 


frothy ima 


le- 
De 
1 
ing 
ay 
ing 
An- 
aglt 
the 
rt! 
8 of 
oral 
will 
ter- 
Open 
15 


ory fimable Ticaſure, at a more 


S. Joſeph's Life. 143 
frothy Pomp of the World. Give 
me a ſound Judgment to underva- 
lue my felf. Create a clean Heart 
in me, removing that which hitherto 
has been harden'd, by the Interceſ- 
ſion of St. Foſeph, correct my trepid 
and ſtupid Thoughts, that I may pi- 
ty and pray for unfortunate Mor- 
tals, who look not forward to con- 
ſider what it is to he buried in Hell, 
from whence there is no Redemp- 
tion or Return, 1 


POINT III. 
Conſider. T HE Signification of the 

Name of Foſeph, viz. 
encreaſe. No ſooner did he attain the 
Uſe of perfect keaſon than he was 
inflam'd with the Love of God, and 
ſeeing St. Mary Magdalen de Paxxi, 
made a Vow of perpetual Virginity 
it Ten Years of Age. probably our 
\ngelical Patriaich offer'd this ine- 
early 
Hour 


144 Meditations on cn 
Hour. He encreas'd ſo ferverouily Þ 
in all manner of other heroical Vir- 
Tues, as to deſerve afterwards the 
ſecond Throne (as many Doctors are 
of Opinion) of all ſaved Souls in 
Heaven. Holy God ! I bJuſh and am 150 
confounded in your pure Preſence, Þ 
looking back on the black Sins of!“ 
my depraved Youth. I own tof 
have abus'd the firſt Rays of Reaſon, | 
in turning into the broad Way ot -- 
the World, my firit Leſſons were! 
to ſtudy my Satisfactions to be e- 
ſteem'd, and I run mad after the er- Jof 
ring Multitude. As I encreas'd inf 
Years my Crimes encreas'd, now be- 
ing ſenſible of all worldly Folly, II 
penitently return. Receive me at, . 
the eleventh Hour, you, who hadþy., 
Compaſſion of the good Thicf, Whenſy, fa 
ready to expire upon the Croſs. 


{ly 
1r- 
the 
are 
in 
am 
ace, 
s of 
to 
ſon, 
y of 
vere 
e e- 
e er- 
d in 
be- 
ly, I 


of my own Vileneſs, 


W eee _— 


S. Joſeph's Life. 145 
The Colloquy. 


Leſſed Saint Foſepb, ſanctify'd 
in your Mother's Womb, and 


born with the Joy of Men and An- 
gels, make powerful Interceſſion for 
me, that my pious Reſolutions may 
not prove abortive. That I may be 
born to an Interiour and ſpiritual 
Life. 
creaſe of Sanctity, ſuch an ardent 


That I may have ſuch an En- 


Love for Purity, ſuch abject Thoughts 
ſo clear a 
Light to view worldly Greatneſs 
which is Vanity of Vanities, as to un- 
dervalue all things which delerve nor 


15 . the Character of true Wildom, and 
855 Heavenly Vertue. Thro' our Lord 
nen eſus Chriſt, 

Th 
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Meditations on 
MEDITATION II. 


Of the bumble Calling of St. Joſeph, 


The Preparatory Prayer, as in the for- 


mer Meditation. 


Firſt Prelude, 


Imagin your felt at Nazareth, be- 
St. Foſeph a comely Youth, 
exerciſing the laborious Trade of 2 by 


noldin 
Carpenter. 


Second Preliiiie. 


Beg oi Almighty God to inſtruct 
you, how in your preſent State off 


Life, you may attain true Per- 
fection. 


p OI Nr 


ph. 
for- 


be- 
uch, 
of a 


truth Favour, 4. That by the Labour of 
ate OH His Hands he might be enabled 
Per · to beſtow the nobleſt Charity in ſup- 


Nl pointments, and take full Notice, 


Conſider. Ow Divine Providence 


S. Joſeph's Life, 147 [ 
POINT I. 


| order'd, that St. Foſeph 
of royal Extraction, ſhould be train'd 
up in the humble Exerciſe of a Car- 
penter. 1. Not only for his Per ſo- 
nal Maintenance, but that this con- 
temptible Calling might balance 
the future Dignities that were to 
be conferr'd upon him, and to re- 
ſemble the humble Life of the Meſ- 
fas. 2. That he might decline 
Idleneſs, ſo dangerous to his vow'd 
Chaſtity. 3. That he might be a 
Pattern to Men living in the World, 
how they might be much in God's 


porting the Son of God and his Im- 
maculate Mather. My Soul! upon 
all Occaſions rejoice in divine Ap- 


e 2 thai 
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that folid perfection is not confin'd 
to the ſolitary Cells of Nitria. An 
unregarded Arteſan has taken Place 
in Glory, of all the rigid Ancho- 
rets, Whoever ſerves his God 
more faithful, and loves him more 
ferverouſly, than the filent Recluſe 
will have a more reſplendent Crown. 
Rezoice that your Creator encoura- 
575 and entertains impartially all 

is Servants, according to their Me- 
rics, by Co-opperation with his Grace, 


Congratulate with St. Foſeph for be 


ing ſo great a Favourite of Heaven. 


Take a ſtrict Account of your felt, I 
How time is employed from Morn- 
ing till Evening, ponder what is a- 
miſs, and rcfolve upon Regulation, 


by the Interc-tiion of St. Foſeph. 


POINT 


NT 


| Conſider. 


| low. 
Ideas have you of divine Majeſty, 
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POINT II. 


Morives, determining 


St. Foſeph to exerciſe this Calling, 
| was the Love of Humility and Mor- 
tification. 


He had ſo clear a Know- 
ledge of God's Greatneſs, that he 
thought he could not deſcend too 
O my soul! what different 


and divine Juſtice, You neither love 


your Creator as a Father, nor fear 


your Redeemer as a Judge. Saint 


Foſeph, had little to ſatisfy for, but 
he would offer Acts of Supereroga- 


tion, Whilit I ſtand upon Terms 


with God, ſtopping at ſtrict Obli- 
gation; and alas! too often tranſ- 


grels againſt indiſpenſable Com- 
mandments. Reflect likewile on the 


falſe Notion of Worldlings concern- 
ing Mortification; they conclude, 
| £1 that 


H A T amongſt other 
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that voluntary Sufferings appertain 
to ſuch who have renounc'd the 
World, and live in Convents, as it 


the Sinner deſerv'd not greater Pu- 


niſhment than the Saint, Ponder 
how often you have heinouſly injur'd 
God, whilſt perbaps the mortify'd 
Religious never loſt Baptiſmal Grace, 
Take up the Croſs in time, mortity 
yourſelf ro ſatisfy for paſt Treſ- 


paſſes. Be liberal to God if you ex- 
pect extraordinary Lights, and Im. 
pulſes. Be careful by a Guard over 
the Senſcs, to preſerve a pure Inte- 
riour. Beg by St. Foſeph's Intercets| | 
ſion, that you may not diſpleaſe God 
venially, even by the Caſt of an Eye 


or a leſs edifying Jeſt, 


POLNT 
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POINT III. 


ful Life was accompa- 


Conſider. H OW 5r. Foſeph's pain- 


ny'd with Purity of Intention, di- 
recting all his Thoughts and Words, 


performing all his Actions to the 
greater Glory of God. This Pra- 


ctice prepar'd him for the Prerogae 
tives, diſtinguiſhing him from other 
Mortals. Right Intention entitles 


to reward what in itſelf is indiffe- 


rcefs| rent, as being not commanded nor 
God prohibited, it gives Standard Weight 
Eye to the meaneſt of our Actions, it ad- 


vances a Treaſure to attend us at 
taking Leave of the World, and 1s 


[NT 


8 
ö 


a ſort of continual Prayer Lament 


the irrecoverable Loſs of many Acti- 
ons, not being meritorious, for the 
| Defect of pure Intention. You ne- 


ver wanted vain and malicious Inten- 


tions, obeying the Suggeſtions of che 
| e 4 Infer- 


1 
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Infernal Enemy. 


Drink or Sleep, make an Offering, 


1 


Deſert him fal pal 
the future, and whether you EarFpaſt 


fut. 


and tell Almighty God, you complyÞpur 


with beſe Neceſſities to pleaſe bim] 
teach you ho to joyn exteriour Em- 
ployments with interiour Intention 
and Attention. 


"he Colloquy. 


. 


« Mnipotent Creator! whoſe un 


erring Providence. adds Joy 
every moment to ihe Angels in 
Heaven, and to Saints upon Earth, 
1 moit humbly beg by the Intercel- 
ion of St. Foſeph, that I may chear- 
fully acquieſce, and rejoice in every 
thing that comes from your Father- 
ly Hand. That I may be vigorous 
in executing your divine Will, and 


my 
Take St, T0 for your Maſter, tof yon 


of 


the 


Dur 


C 


3 
fixf 


glorify you in my preſent State. 
Grant me the true Spirit of Morti- 
fication, to ſubduc my ſtubborn 

1 Paluons, 
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foÞPaſſions, to ſatisfy for what is 
EarPpaſt, and to be a Preſervative from 
ing, future Dangers. Grant, that by 
nplyPurity of Intention, the meaneſt of 
bim my Actions may be acceptable to 
r, tof yon, as the two little Mites were 
'Em-Bof the poor Widow, thrown into 
Mionſthe Treaſury of the Temple. Thro' 

bur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 


VER WES 


| | MEDITATION 1228 
e un- | 


5 wy Of the Marriage of S. oſeph. 


and The Preparatory Prayer, As in the 
Bt. firſt Meditation. 
NCAr- | 


ents "of | Firſt Prelude, 


orou Imagin your ſelf to be in the 


» andfremple of Hieruſalem, when the 
State. High Prieſt gave to Joſeph the Im- 


HAortimaculate Virgin Mary. How the 
Sbocnks atriarch eſpous d her, by putting 
| 2 
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a Ring upon her Finger, with other ga! 
Ceremonies according to the Writ-Þ wh; 
ten Law, in token that he made her mu 
Partaker of all his Goods, and took] tot 
her into his Protection. wh 
fed 

Second Prelude. the 
n | 172 
Beg Light to underſtand the My-NJwit 
ſteries of this Matrimony, and Grace Gr 
V reap Fruit from hence, por 


* 


POINT I. nit! 


Conſider. Hoſe Words of Solorꝛon, Stu 
| : Houſe and Riches arltity 
given by Parents, but properly, a prudent of 
Wife is given by our Lord. Prov. 19. 14. G0 
This Seat of Wiſdom was ſo great ao 
Bleſſing to St. Foſeph, that he mightſtair 
truly ſay, all good things came with her|rity 
Sap. 7. 11. She brought a plentitulſble 
Portion for his improving in all man- Chr 
ner of Vertues. Chriſt aſſiſted per-J8.) 
lonally at the Marriage in Cana duc 

| Caliee, 
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ther | Galilee , and we may contemplate, 
/rit-Þ what a Bleſſing was beſtow'd on the 
her mutual Contract of her, who was 
Oo to become the Mother of God, and him 
whom the ſecond Perſon of the Bleſ= 
ſed Trinity was to obey. This was 1 
the moſt honaurable Marriage (ad | 
Hieb. 13.) ſince the Creation, and | 
My-Jwich a copious Infuſion of Divine 
race] Grace, God joyn'd them. St. Mat. 19.16. 
Ponder likewiſe how the Merits of | 
St. Feſeph promoted him to this Dig- i 
nity, For à good Spouſe is given a Man i 
for his good Actions. Eccleſ. 26. 3. A 
mon, study to pleaſe your Creator, by pu- 
; «rzÞrity of Intention, in chuſing a State 
dent of Life. Endeavour to be much in | 
. 14. [God's Favour by good Works. If | 
dat aſyou have Faith to remove Moun- 
1ightÞrains, it avails nothing without Cha- i 
V herfrity. The Devils believe and trem- | 
1tifulfble ; they made a Profeiſion that 
man-|Chrijft was the Son of God, (St. Mat, 
 per-P8.) yet remain'd damn'd Spirits. | 
2a of (Such as live not up to their Belicf, 
alilee, have h 
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have the Faith of Devils, not of Apo 
ſtles. St. Aug. Serm. 38. de temp 
Lament. the Sins and Scandals of ce 
your former Life. Reſolve for theſ 
future, by the Interceſſion of St. Fo-ſthe 
ſeph, that both God and Man ſhall; 
ſee your good Works, and glorifiand 
the Father in Heaven, Conſider al{oflco 
that if it is your Choice to live in Cr 
a married State, you ought to che Me 
Tiſh your Conſort, to preſerve Peactſthe 
and Union, to avoid Contentionflur 
and miſunderſtandings. As youfta! 
make one Civil Body, like the priſted 
mitive Chriſtians, have one Heart andthe 
one Soul, Love your Spouſe as Chriſtfel\ 
low'd his Church (as Epheſ. 5.) Mhqqhe 
for the Love of it, laid down his pre 
cious Life. Beg Bleſſings to youths,” 
Concerns, by the Interceſſion 0hy4n 
St. Foſeph, 5 Sor 
eph 
»PO 
Dif 
Vhe 


POIN 
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Apo 

emp! POINT II. 

15 ol Conſeder. A Lmighty God was 
r the plealed to acquaint 


. Jo. Iche World in theſe two noble Per- 
ſnallf ſons, with the Dignity of Virginity, 
loriſiland value of Vows. They both had 
allofconſecrated their Virginity to their 
ve infCreeator, and one was choſen to be 
che Mother, the other legal Father to 
Peacqthe Son of God. O ineſtimable Trea- 
ntionſure of Chaſtity, that renders mor- 
yOlttal Men, hike ro Angels. Unlpot- 
e prtFted Virgins, ſing Canticles before 
rt andthe Throne of God, peculiar to them- 


Chriſfelves. (Apoc. 14. 3.) They attend 
| whdſthe Omni potent Sou of God, wherever 
is preſhe goes. The Religious of both Sex- 


youlks, who profeſs and oblerve this E- 


on Orangelical Counſel, may be call'd 


Sons and Daughters of Mary and Fo- 
pb. O Virgin Mother, O Virgin 
dpouſe! beg and obtain for me, chaſt 
IN Miſpoſitions and Deſires. Reflect 
- © kvhether Edifcation and Modcity 
F ap- 
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appear in your Converſation, if nor p, 
reform. Deteſt the Company of 0 
ſuch Perſons who even indirectlyf be 
caſt out Words tending to Levity g 
Fling aſide or rather burn Books ne 
which recount the Succeſſes of pal x; 
ſionate Love to Creatures. Irregu+Þ co 
lar Suggeſtions paſs from the Me- of 
mory to the Underſtanding, andf hi. 
ſo tothe Will; remove the FewelÞo: 
to prevent the Fire, Lament Failing} 
of what kind ſoever, againſt this Anfer 
gelical Virtue, yo! 


POINT III. 

Confider. Q Aint oſepb provided fol 
the bleſſed Virgin, and 
took her into his Protection. Youſduc 
alſo promote her Honour with thoſq Gr. 
under your Charge. Suffer not anynot 
one to ſpeak with leſs Reſpect Ofyor 
her, or her glorious Spouſe, Ahav 
void the Converſation of thoſe whqve 
leſſen Devotion to theſe great Soulshelj 
Have a filial Confidence in theithe 
Proel 


3 W W 
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not. protection and congratulate with 


y off your ſelf, for being ſo happy as to 


ectlyÞ be devoted to them. Reſolve to pra- 
vity] Rife ſomething in both their Ho- 
Books] nours. Do not beſo groſly miſtaken 
pal. as to think Eternal Happineſs muſt 
regu coſt you nothing. Strip your ſelf 
Me. of former Fancies,and loath what you 


andſ hitherto have admired. Look up 


Fewelf toward Heaven, begin to overcome 


ilingÞwhar you vainly fear'd, He is ſtrong- 


5 An er who ſtretches out his Hand to fave 
you, than he that keeps you back in 
Thraldom. . . 

| The Colloquy. 
led fo & Mnipotent God! at whoſe 
„ and Command every Tree pro- 
Youllduc'd Fruit in his Kind (Gen. 1.11.) 
 tholqGrant me, by the Interceſſion of this 
ot anynoble Virgin-pair, that I may ſerve 


ect ou faithfully in the Station you 


e. Ahave plac'd me. I firmly believe 
e Whevery Tittle you have reveal'd, yet 
 Soulshelp my Incredulity, leaſt 1 be in 


pre F'3 Virgins 


theighe unfartunate Number of foolith 


=_ = 8 —_— — —— 
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160 
Virgins who carried Lamps without 
Oz]. Aſſiſt me with your powerful 
Grace, that I may act as J profeſs; 
that I may be humble, Charitable and 
and Chaſt, and not ſtand like the 
barren Fig-uree, and be Fewel for 


eternal Flames, Thro' the infinite 
Merits of Jeſus my Saviour. Amen. 


MEDITATION IV. 


Of St. Joſeph's Journey with the 
bleſſed Virgin, to viſit Saint 
Elizabeth. gf 


The Preparatory Prayer. As in the 
tormer Meditations, 


Firſt Prelude. 


Imagin your ſelf accompanying 


:he Blefled Virgin and Saint Foſeph, Þ 


Over 
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ut | over craggy Mountains, to a Place 
ul diſtant far off from Nazareth. Harken 
s; || to their Diſcourſe in this Winter 
1d || Journey, and conſider what was faid 
ne in the Houſe of Zachary, Reflect on 
Ir | St. Foſeph's Perplexity, at his Return 
te | Home. 
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Second Prelude. 4 | 

— | Beg Grace to be charitable to your i 

Neighbour, to ſhun Detraction and JM 

1afh Judgment, and to be devoted to „ 

I the bleſled Virgin. 1 

. PiN . 

Cen fader. J OW ſome Months af- 
19 ter St. Foſeph's Eſpou- 


ſal, and a few days after the Angel 
had declar'd to the bleſſed Virgin, 
the Myſtery of the Incarnation, and 
likewiſe that her Couſin St. Elixabeth 
no | Was tix Months gone with Child, ſhe 

A | humbly deſired Leave of St. Foſeph 


ver F 3 i ng 


2 
nnd 
8 
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to viſit her, but he out of tender Af. 


fection would not ſuffer her to go, 


without his perſonal taking Care of 
her in that Journey, O admirable 
Charity! O profound Humility ! 
take hold of all Opportunities of 
comforting and ſuccouring your 
Neighbour. If you move in a higher 
Sphere above others, reflect, that to 
whom much is given much will be 
required of him. Condeſcend to 
Inſeriours: The Mother of God, 
prevented by a Viſit, the Mother of 
the Precurſor. Who is the bleſſed 
Virgin, and who am 1? My Pride 
is unexcuſable. O my Soul ſtudy 
to be dead to all Vanities, to beware 


of Diabolical Illuſions, ſuggeſting | 


ſuch and ſuch Practiſes, become 
Men of Honour. Lord give me your 
holy Love, and I am happy enough 
to pity wicked Monarchs, even 
the moſt flouriſhing ones of the U- 
niverſe. 


POINT 


——— 


S. Joſeph's Life 163 
POINT u. 


Conſider. T He many Bleſſings that 


came by Mary. At het 


firſt Salutation St. Foby was ſanRi- 
fy'd, he leap'd for Joy in his Mo- 
1 Womb. St Elixabeth was re- 
pleniſh'd with the Holy Ghoſt. and 


prophecy'd, magnifying her Mater- 


nity, calling her, the Bleſſed of Women, 
admiring her ſtupendious Humility, 
that being Mother of the Lord, ſhe 
ſhould come to her. O my trepid 
Soul! Learn to exult with Joy at 


the receiving of thy Saviour in the 
holy Euchariſt, make due Preparati- 


ons, by a ſerious and ſincere Cofi- 
feſlion, humbly beg that the Inter- 
ceſſion of Mary may be a Means to 
procure thy Sanctification, for by 
her, God diſtributes his Favours. Re- 
preſent to her thy Neceſlities, and 
beg an Alms of her. Reflect al- 


fo that if ſuch Wonders happen'd 


F 4 at 
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at the firſt hearing the Voice of the 
bleſſed Virgin, to what a Degree of 
Sanctity muſt St. Foſeph arrive, who 
convers'd with her thirty Years ? If 
ſhe obtains Favours for notorious 
Sinners, that by her Prayers they 
return to the Friendſhip of God, and 
are beautify'd with ſanctifying Grace 
tis beyond our Reach to compre- 
hend what a Fund of all Vertues ſhe 
procur'd for her Dear S. Foſeph. Con- 
template how happy was the Man, 
who had a good Spouſe (Eccleſ. 26. r.) 
ſurpaſſing the Excellency ofthe high- 
eſt Seraphin, and what a Proficient 
he was in all Perfection, by her 


daily Preſence, and heavenly Dif- 


courle. 2 
POINT II. 
Con ſider. FT OW the ſublime ver- 
tue of St. Foſeph was 
try'd, when after his Stay in Zacha- 
5s Houſe, at his Return Home, he 
under- 


W 
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ne | underſtood that his immaculate 
of | Spoule was with Child. What ſharp 
10 Conflicts pals'd then betwixt a pure 
If Conſcience and Chaſt Affections? 
us He put the moſt favourable Con- 
y || ſtraction upon the Occaſion of his 
d torturing Affliction. He call'd to 
ce | Mind and revolv'd her unparalleFd 
e- | Modeſty and Chaſtity, therefore 
ie | would proceed cautiouſly, and not 
act with Severity. He knew the 
1, | long promisd Meſias was to be 
born of a Virgin, and why might 
i- | not ſhe be that happy Creature? 
f Learn to excuſe the ſeeming Faults 
Cr of others, and if anunbecoming Acti- 
„on ſhews ſeveral Faces, look upon 

| the leaſt deform'd ; excuſe the In- 
rention, conclude it accidental, and 

fear you would have done worſe, in 

the like Circumſtances. Bewail al! 

'- | Raſhnels in cenſuring your Neigh- | 
s | bour. Ponder alſo Sr. Foſeph's Zeal ĩ 
vi for the Law of God, which he infi- Ft 
= | nicely preferr'd, as the chief Ob- 
+ Fs xa. B 


i 


166 Meditations on 
Jet of his Love, above whatſoever 
was under Heaven. My Soul ! De- 
ſpiſe what is tranſitory ſtanding in 
ompetition with divine Precepts, 
prefer not again the Villain Barab- 
bas before thy God, Yet the Patri- 
arch reſolv'd to d'{miſs her privately, 
that ſhe might not ſuffer in her Re- 
putation, and be ſton'd as an Adul- 
treſs. Be you tender and compaſſi- 
onate in the Failings of others; al- 


tho' they are Matter of Fact, pre- 


vent the ſpreading of them, give 
a Check to ſuch Diſcourſes. Conti- 
der likewiſe. how divine Goodneſs 
afforded Comfort when human 
Means gave no Relief, An Angel 


is diſpaich'd to acquaint him with 


the Myſtery. O what tranſcendant 
Joy after piercing Grief! Learn to 
expect the divine Pleaſure, with ſet- 
led Reſignation. Truſt in the Good- 
neſs of your God, accuſe yourſelf of 
former Diffidence. Congratulate 

with 


f01 


mw TH 
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with the bleſſed Virgin and St. Foſepb 
for their mutual Joy. TS 


The Colloquy. 


Oh Ghoſt ! My God of all Com- 
I fort! If you ſee it expedient, 
for the greater Securiy of my Sal- 
vation, that I be toſſed with Tri- 
bulation, permit me not to ſink. In- 
finite Power | bear me up, you know 
my Weakneſs. Favour me with 
ſuch Graces, that I may be compaſ- 
ſionate towards my Neighbour, go- 
verning myſelf by thei Spirit of Le- 
nity and Charity, as if the Caſe were 
my own. I deplore my cenſorious 
Temper. and I reſolve to ſtand upon 
my Guard. *Tis a Mercy you have 
let me ſee my Wickedneſs. I ren- 
der you Thanks for the Defires of 
becoming better, and for nor being 
worſe than I am; but becauſe of my 
ſelf J am no more able to kecp a 


good 


—— > 
3 — ——— 

—— —— 
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good Purpoſe than to remove 4 
Mountain, I Beg your Aſſiſtance that 
I may fulfil what you command, 
and then command what you pleaſe. 
Afﬀict me with ſuch Croſſes as I can 
bear, to the End I may Pay off the 
great Arrear due to divine Juſtice, 
Grant me by the interceſſion of St. 
Toſeph, that after my Temporal Try- 
als, whether exteriour or interior, I 
may find that permanent Joy with 
Which you render his immaculate 
| Spouſe, and Him, eternally happy. 
Amen. 


” a 


— 
. ä 


* 


MEDITATION V. 


Of St. Joſeph's Vertues, exercis'd 
at the Birth, Circumcifion and 
Preſentation of Jeſus in the 
Temple. 


af i eo er et ee gh See — 


The Preparatory Prayer. 


As in the 
former Meditation. | 


Eirſt 


ry" 


| Conſider, 


the Joys of S. Joſeph. 169 || 
Firſt Prelude. i 
Imagin your ſelf with the bleſſed 
Virgin, and St. Foſeph in a ruinous 
Stable at Bethlem, where Chriſt was i 
born, and laid in a Manger betwixt {i} 
an Ox and an Aſs. How afterwards |} 
St. Joſeph circumcis'd him, and gave 
him the holy Name of Jeſus. Laſtly, \F 
How he preſented the Son of God in 
the Temple, where he was met b7ʒÿß/ 
Simeon and Anna. 1 
Second Prelude. ! 
Beg Grace to profit by St. Fo» | 
ſeph's Contemplations, in theſe My-= Þ} 
ſteries. | 5 
. ll 


OW St. Foſeph being Þ 
return'd from Zacha-. 
rj's Houſe, was oblig'd to undertake 
| . 4 
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a Winter Journey to be enroll'd 4 
Bethlehem with his Spouſe, in Com- 
pliance to Auguſtus Cæſar's Edict. He 
chearfully obey'd, fo ought you to do 


towards thole who have command 


over you, even in difficult Matters, 


What pions Diſcourſes had he on 


the Road for thirty Miles, with the 
Virgin Spouſe ; He paticntly endur'd 
the Inconveniences in travelling, bur 
many more at finding no Place in 
the Inn, and being forc'd to take 
Shelter with an Ox and an Aſs in a 
poor Stable, to herd with Brutes. 
How often have you entertain'd 
our Lord in the like Manner, he 
entring a Breaſt full of brutiſh Paſ- 


ſions. Admire the Patience of your 


Redeemer in ſuffering you to re- 
ceive him ſo unworthily. The blind 


Man knowing the King is preſent, 


ſtands with great Reſpect, altho' he 
fees him not, you know that the 
Son of God viſits you perſonally, 
yet remain ſtupid, as a ſenſcleſs Ani- 

mal, 


mal 
that 
02a 
for 
Ark 
haps 
ceiv 
Crile 
Sor 
Plac 
nigt 
of G 
Circ 
love 
Eye 
fc: 
may 
ling 
and 
and 
Son 
the 
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Tea 
ever 
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mal. Give frequent Thanks to God 
that you have not been puniſh'd like 
Ora (2 Reg. G.) who was ſtruck dead 
for Raſhneſs in touching only the 
Ark of the Covenant, whereas per- 
haps you have more than once re- 


ceivd the Lord your God moſt fa- 


crilegioully. Reflect on St. Foſeph's 
Sorrow, ſeeing the Vileneſs of the 
Place, no Accommodation. at Mid- 
night, in a rigid Seaſon. The Son 


of God would be born in theſe ſevere 


Circumſtances, he chuſe what he 
loved. Be you vile in your own 


Eyes, cut off Superfluities by Mor- 
tification. Beg that violent Paſſions. 


may freeze, that you may be a dwel- 


ling place for Chriſt. The B. Virgin 
and St. Fo/eph, being rapt in Prayer, 


and Contemplation, the Immortal 
Son of God, Was born according to 


Tears of Fatherly Tenderneſs; at 
every Infant-Cry, he ſent Heart- 
e breaking 


the Fleſh, He wept upon the cold 
Ground, and Toſeph joyn'd with him 


— — 


— — — 


U — AGE EIS 


2 
—— — —— — 3 Can 9; 


ſaid afterwards, Thou art Chriſt 
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breaking Sighs to Heaven, and pro- 
ſtrate before him, honout'd him with 
heroical Acts of Faith like his, who 
the 
Son of the living God. He ador'd his 


_ Saviour, he thanked him for his im- 


menſe Goodneſs. You imitate theſe 
and the like Acts. Lament that 
your Sins were the Occaſion of our 
Lord's weeping in the Manger. Re- 
flect what Joy ſucceeded, when the 


Crib reſembled Paradiſe. Quires of 


Angels ſang Glory to their God, the 
Shepherds ador'd, the three Kings 1n 
an humble Poſture offer'd rich Pre- 


ſents to their Almighty Sovereign. 


Do you alſo joyn with the Heavenly 
Spirits, rendring Thanks for innume- 
rable Favours, which you may call 
to Mind one by one. Offer your Me- 
mory, Underſtanding and Will to 
him who gave you them. Beg by 
St. Foſeph's interceſſion, that you may 
adore God upon Earth with an unde- 
filed Conſcience, and eternally in 
Heavenly Glory. 


POINT | 
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ON. 


Conſider. O Aint Jaſepbs Obedience 


to the Law, in circum- 

ciſing his Saviour, who was exempt 
from it, yet would bear the Badge 
of Original Sin tho' uncapable of 
committing any. You excuſe your 
ſelf criminally from a Performance 
of the divine Law, and ſtudy to ap- 
pear a Saint, whilſt you are an in- 
veterate Sinner, Examin, Repent, 
deteſt Pride the Source of all Evils, 
Feſus's Humility confounds your 
Haughtineſs. Reflect how St. Foſeph's 
Heart was wounded with Grief, be- 
fore he ſaw the Blood of Chriſt ; at 
the pronouncing the Name of Feſus 
he fell upon his Knees, the nine 
Quires of Angels proſtrated, and all 
Hell trembled, that Name being to 
confound their infulting over cap- 
tive Souls. Give Tears of Compun- 
ction to him, who redeem'd you with 
Streams 
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Streams of Blood. Take not the 
Name of the Lord your God in 
vain, Which is Hoh and Terrible, nor 
ſuffer any under your Command to 
ſpeak that Language of Devils. 
What lies in your Power concur to 
the Salvation of others. Since God 
deſcended from Heaven, to ſave ſin- 
ful Mankind, do you condeſcend to 
what may be inſtrumental in ſo 
glorious a Work, 


POINT III. 


li Conſider. Heat Saint Luke re- 
[| | Cords cap. 2. His Fa- 
| ther (fo the Evangeliſt ſtiles St. Jo- 
| ſeph) and Mother were marvelling at 
what was [aid of him. They were in 
Extaſies, hearing the Prophecies of 
Simeon and Anna, They marvell'd 
that God ſo lov'd the World, as to give 
| his only begotten Son. They admir'd 
I the infinite Goodneſs of Chriſt con- 


bottom- 


templating in him the boundlets and |] 


am = = — 
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bottomleſs Ocean, as it were, be- 


come a Drop, and the whole fiery 
Sphere a little Spark. They were 


altoniſh'd that he who created the 


Univerſe with a few fiat's, was to 
be redeem'd with a Pair of Turtles. 
They offer d him to the eternal 


Father, and to compleat this ineſti- 


mable Purchaſe, gave what was re- 
quir'd by the Law of Moſes. My 
poor Soul ! joyn with them in Ad- 
miration, marvel that Chriſt ſhould 
love you, an ungrateful Worm, ſo 
ardently, as to weep for you, to 


bleed for you. Admire his divine 


Patience in not puniſhing your ma- 
nifold Crimes, whereas many have 
been cut off in the Flower of their 
Youth, and ſent to burn eternally 
in Hell, for Sins not coming up 
to the Number of Yours. Stand 
confounded, reproach yourſelf, and 
having ſo frequently ſold your 
Lord, like treacherous Judas, for 
petty Intereſt or ſordid Paſſions, re- 


4+ 4 
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Joyce that he has ranſom'd you, and 5 
gives you Grace to purchaſe his Fa- le 


vour by Newneſs of Life, reſembling} '*' 
the Simplicity of the Dove, | 5 
The Colloquy. = 4% 


() My Infant God ! how truly then 
# may it be ſaid of me, The Ox 
has known his Owner, and the Al. 
the Manger of b Lord. (Iſa. 81.) 
But I have not known you, I ad- 
mire your Love and Charity, WO. 
admire my Tepidity and Stupidity| f 
Ancient Goodnels, I come late to J 
love you. Altho' at the eleventh 
Hour, beſtow on me the promis'd 
Penny, be to me a Feſus, and you 
who both fed and bled for my Mil- 
fortunes, let me partake of the uni- 
verſal Charity. Grant by the In- 
terceſſion of St. Foſeph, that my 
Purpoſes may be perfected by vigo- h 
rous Execution. I alſo beg tharf* 


when 1 entertain you in the moſt}? * 
| blefſed/9- 


8 
: 


P rep, 


ER - 


Feen. 
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bleſſed Sacrament, I may be far 
vour'd with ſuch Affections of Ado- 
ration, Love and Thankſgiving, as 
St. Foſeph experienc'd when he took 
you back into his Arms from Simeon, 
to reſtore you to your bleſſed Mo- 
ther. Amen. 


ID) MEDpiTATIONS VI. 
ad- 

„ of the Flight into Egypt, return 
diy from thence, and of the loſs of 
eto Jeſus, and finding in the Temple. 


enth. 


55 Preparatory Prayer. As in the former 

Mic Meditations. 

* | Firſt Prelude. 

22 Imagin yourſelf travelling with 
oO 


hat bleſſed Company, in ſo tedi- 
us a Journey, and a rigid Seaſon, 


that 
molt 


leſſed F ſus not being ene Year Old (Mal- 


donatus 
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donatus in Math. & alii) refledt how] Del 
they ſpent their time for ſeveral Þ ſari 
Years, at Heliopolis, which is inter-] Val 
preted the City of the Son. How af .- refr 
ter their return to Paleſtine, they I love 
went to adore in Feruſalem, where him 
Teſw was loſt, and found in thefofte 
Temple, fitting amongſt the Doctors. cleas 


Second Prelude, |  Frou: 


Beg Light, and Grace to practice Met: 
fuch Virtues as St. Foſeph exercis'd I flu 


both in Egypt and Fudea. oy 
| WI 

POINT I. I wi 

; ther. 


wn. | HEN 8. Joſeph re- ling 
ceiv d the Command, ſof L 
Ariſe, take the Child, and his Mo- vine 
ther, and fly into Egypt, he obey'd that Way, 
fame Moment. He quitted Home, how 
Country, Conveniences, to live a- ſee 
mongſt perverſe Idolators, who ha-Phan 
ted the Hebrews, He travell'd thro Com 
Deſaxts 


m 


ral Þ ſaries, paſſing from Mountain to 
er- Valley, to find a little Spring to 
af-Þ refreſh the fainting Family. The 
1ey love of Feſus made all things eaſily to 
ere} him. O my diſobedient Soul! How 
the Yoſten has God commanded me by 
ors. | clear Inſpirations, Ariſe, perform 
that Act of Virtue, Fly that dange- 
rous Company, burn that pernicious 
Book, make haſte to the Throne of 
tice Mercy by ſerious Repentance, and 
iA ſlumber'd on in my habitual Trepi- 
dity, and ſlept in my Iniquitics? I 
will now ariſe with the Prodigal Son, 
I will make haſte to my heavenly Fa- 


ther, loving, grieving, confound- 


re- ing myſelf, and purpoling newneſs 
and, ſof Life, and ſurmounting with di- 
Mo- vine Grace, all Difficulties laid in the 
thathway, by Men or Devils. Ponder 
me, how it plerc'd St. Foſeph's Heart, to 
e a- ee his God offended by thoſe pro- 
ha-phane Idolaters. You have fo little 
hro'-ompaſhon tor other Sinners, that 
arts you 


S. Joleph's Liſe. 179 


ow | Deſarts, wanting ſometimes Neceſ- 
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own Crimes. 


Conſider. HE ſtedfaſt Hope, and 
1 invincible 
of St. Foſeph. His whole truſt was in 
divine Providence. 


Meditations on 

you will not drop one Tear for your 
. Joſeph took Plea- 
ſure to be deſpis'd as a vile Artiſan, 
working to ſupport the ſacred Fa- 
mily. Your daily Study, is to be 
Eſteem'd, you Court Vanity, and 
ſhun ſolid Glory. My soul! bear 
up in hard Uſage, diſown utterly 
the Maxims of the World. Refule 
not to be cloath'd with Contempt, 
like thy Lord and Maſter. 
terrify'd with an imaginary Enemy, 
and league with a Keal one. 


POINT M. 


Fortitude 


tair 
wh 
me! 
The 
Lan 
Mic 
con 
ac, 
mon 
had 
ſters 
Dilc 
Hope 
into 
nal 
wha 
YOu 
culti 
Hop 


He gave no At · ceſſic 


tention to diabolical Suggeſtions, vi. Reſo 
Why to fly? Why ſo far of? Whyhon |] 
at this Seaſon? Why into Egypt ?Voic 
Why not to the three Rings? Whoflext 
would take it as an Honour to enter- tr 
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tain us, but to a perverſe Nation, 
where we cannot expect other Treat- 
ment, than Affronts and ill Uſage. 


4 The holy Patriarch was deaf to this 


Language, he chearfully aroſe at 
Midnight, like great Abraham, when 
commanded to Sacrifice his Son Ja- 
ac, nothing could deter him, to 
move one ſtep our of the Road God 
had appointed him. All the Mon- 
ſters of Egypt were look'd on with 
Diſdain and Contempt, God was bis 
Hope. | 
into divine Government, reject car- 
nal Arguments, diſſwading from 
what the Almighty commands. Fix 


andſyour Eye on Heaven, and as Diff 
tudeſculties ſhew themſelves, let your 
as inHope encreaſe. Beg by the Inter- 
At · ceſſion of St. Joſeph, Courage and 
vir. Reſolution, to quit all that's dear up- 
Whyſn Earth, rather than diſobey rhe 
t Voice of your Crcator, Make re- 
Whoflext Acts, that the All Powerful is 
nter - ur Hope, Who will fend Relief in 


tain}. + due 


Be not you curious to pry 


182 Meditations on 


lam, On the Feaſt of Aims. It laſted 


ſeven Days, taking that Opportuni 


due time, as he did to St. Foſeph by 
an Angel, ordering the Return of 
the Sacred Family back again to pri 
Paleſtine. Re 


POINT III. 


HAT every Man was] yr 
4A oblig'd to go and wor- (x, 
ſhip God, in the Temple of eruſay,,, 
ſeven Days, and altho' St. Feſeph _ 
might have made only his Appeaſ xi, 
rance, and return to Nazareth, ye any 
to fulfil the Law, he remain'd the er 
ty, to fatisfie his Devotion by ho Goon 
nouring the Eternal Father, in Bi 
own Houſe. You likewife endea Oc. 
vour to have interiour Fervour and 


Confeder 


Sacr; 


Recollection, as allo exteriour Reth - 


verence and Modeſty, at the Tim oy 
of divine Service, and in privat * 
Prayer. S. Toſeph was Apprebenfin 2a 
in coming back to J:ry, becauſ ho 
Archela ß 


9 


— — 3 — — 
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by Archelaus reign'd, now he Fears not 
of to appear in Feruſalem, where a cruel 
to Prince fat upon the Throne, becauſe 

the worſhip of God was concern'd. 
Be you Couragious in diſcharging 
your Duty, undervalue humane 
I Refſpedts, and what the wicked 

Was World may ſay of you, by obeying 
Vor God more than Man. Conſider alſo 
{a how Chriſt being loſt, St. Foſeph 

idedſ fought him with a ſorrowful Heart, 
epi he could not find him amongſt hi 

PE] Kindred and Acquaintance, nor in 

> Y-Jany other Place but the Temple. If 

| Wdeyer you be ſo unfortunate as to loſe 
tunſour Lord by Sin, lament bitterly, 
hoſpave recourſe from prayer, turn from 

2 icreatures, do not deſpond, avoid 
ndeAMOccafions of Relapſe, frequent the H. 

* anqSacraments, for he is to be found in 

r Rethe Temple. Reflect on the twofold 
Iimpoy, 8. Foſeph experienc'd at the 

ivaiight of Feſus ; the firſt, becauſe he 

en Had found the God of his Heart, 


ecauſyhoſe profound Wiſdom was admir'd 
chelal " T% by 
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by the moſt learned Doctors; the th 


ſecond in hearing the B. Virgin term 1 
him Feſaus's Father, which Preroga- || G 


tive was entertain'd with Humility Im 
and Confuſion, as thinking himſelf I Cc 
unworthy of that glorious Title. S. I me 
Joſepb ſought no Eſteem nor Praiſes, I un- 
that's my Folly, I run after empty I dez 
ſhadows of Vanity, and decline real I you 
Glory. My Soul! Glory in the wil 
Croſs of thy Lord Feſus Chriſt, and II bl 
cauſe all the Angels to rejoyce at the 
return of the loſt Sheep, that is, thy 
ſtraying:ſelf. 


The Colloquy. 


7 ESUS my Maker and Maſter! 
without whoſe merciful Aſſi- fende 
ſtance I walk in Darkneſs and Periſn. þll G 
I mott humbly beg by the Interceſſi- Holy 

on of S. Joſeph, that you'll reach meſhe R 
the direct Road from my Egyptian hay f 
Slavery, the ſervitude of Sin, under lem, 
which I have ſo long groan'd, tape he 
| EN 1 8 theſnen. 


— mme 


—— 
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the Liberty of your faithful Servants. 
1] have frequently experienc'd your 
Goodneſs, and I know your Power, 
my truſt is in both. O! Grant me 


Conſtancy to contemn the Allure- 
ments of the World, and to ſtand 
undaunted at afflicting Terrors. My 
dear Redeemer ! I have too often loſt 
you by Sin, I have willingly and 
wilfally parted with you, for what 
| bluſh to think on. Pity the un- 
fortunate, you who come to ſeek 


' PSinners, of whom I have been the 


Ring-leader. You are now pleas'd 


to blefs me, with ſo true a Senſe of 


my former Treſpaſſes, that I grieve 


hot ſo much, for the Fear of Puniſh- 


ter! ment, as for that my Sins have of- 


Afi-Jended you, the Circle and Centre of 


riſh. H Good. I ftedfaftly purpoſe by 
cellt-poly Grace to ſeek you ſeriouſly by 
1 meſne Reformation of my Lite, that I 


ptian hay find you in the Heavenly 


Feru- 


nder þlem, reigning with the Father, and 
, rape holy Ghoſt, World without End. 


themen. 1 
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MEDiTartion VII. 


Of S. Joſeph's many years Conver- IC 
ſation with Jeſus and Mary at 


Nazareth. < 4 

N 20 
The F reparal or} Prayer, As in the Pr 
former Meditation. * 

Firſt Prelude. 8 


Imagin yourſelf to have had the] un 

Happineſs and Honour, of frequent- Co 
ly entring the little Houſe of Nas| 744 
zareth ; and contemplate what pro- 22 o 
bably was ſaid or done, by the Sa- 315 
iv 


_cred Family, 
N . 8 ſtle 
Second Prelude. Him 
3 0 


geg Light and Grace, to practice how 
Virtue, in Imitation of St. oleh 
during the Courſe of your Whole 


„ | 
POINT 
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FOFN+T:-T. 


V- Conſider. HOSE words of the 
at Royal Prophet, 75 
I Saint, you'll become a Saint, Pſal. 17. 


26, and contemplate how great a 


the | Proficient in Sanctity, S. Foſeph muſt 
have been by daily and hourly Con- 
verſation for Thirty Years, with the 
Holy of Holies, the Son of God. What 
he learn'd in Jeſuss School, is not 
the] underſtood by the moſt elcvated 
ent- Contemplatives. S. Paul rapt into Pa- 


Na- radiſe, 2 Cor. 12. 4. Heard ſecret 


pro- words, not lawful for a Man to utter. 


Sa -S. Joſepb was made partaker of more 


divine Secrets, and if the ſaid Apo- 
ſtle humbly glory'd, that God made 
| him a fit Mzniſter of the new Teſtament, 
2 Cor. 3. 6, It cannot be concerv'd 
Aiceſhow S. Joſeph was qualify'd to dil- 
. his Duty as legal Father to 
Fholeſthe word Incarnate, and real Spouſe 
to the Mother of God, The long Re- 
INT collection 
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but rough Draughts of our Holy | 
Patriareb's uninterupted Union with © 
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collection of Paphnutius, and the 1 4 
mental Prayers of Pacemius, are ÞÞ * 


2 


his Redeemer. He had Theological, 1 
Cardinal, and other Virtues in Per- 
fection, under ſo great a Maſter. 
Conſider each apart, and ſingle out 
ſomething for Imitation. Beg of St.] Co 
Foſeph by the Merits of Chriſt, and 
the love he bore to his immaculate AV. 
Spouſe, that he'll be your Intercetlor | G43 
and Inſtructor of Learning the Sci- | /cp/ 
ence of Saints, Reflect on St. Joſeph's 100 
Care and Pains, to ſupport the Fa- wit 
mily, all Labour was ſweet and eaſy 
undertaken for Feſus and Mary. If 
you have Charge over others, pro- 
mote God's Honour, and permit not 
that he be offended: For, 2vhoever Foun 
Bas not Care of thoſe under him, Phe, 
eſpecially Domeſtics, has deny'd the Pay, 
Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel, app) 
1 Tim. 5. 8. If you connive at o- [Ears 
thers Sins, you make them your own, im, 
and 


a 


— one 
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e and although ſilent, you become an 
re Accomplice. Aſſiſt others in ſpiritu- 
iy | al or temporal Neceſſities, and you 
th | employ your Time like St. Foſeph, 
al, working 10 pleaſe Feſus. | 
er- 
er. | POINT II. 
but 5 ” 
St. Confeder, H E words of Salomon, 
nd | . Prov. 6. 27. Can any 
ate Man hide Fire in his Boſom, and bis 
for | Garments not to burn? Could St. Jo- 
Sci-Hepb, have the Infant God in his Arms, 
ph's ſo cloſe to his Heart, and not burn 
ga- with divine Love, like the higheſt 
eaſy Seraphin? When the two Diſciples 
ff travell'd towards Emmans, and our 
pro- E. Savicur, riſen from his Sepulcher, 
© not fliſcours d them upon the Road, they 
oe Ver ound their Hearts burning within 
him, them, whilſt he {pake to them in the 
4 the 2 S. Luke 24. S. Joſeph was thrice 
E 


»fidel. appy in ſuch Diſcourſe for many 
at O- ears, the Sen of God declard to 
own, im, the Interpretation of the 

. Scriptures, 
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Scriptures, and Neceſſity, of Suffering | . 
When Chriſt fell upon his knees to | 1 
Pray, Joſeph and Mary by his ſide, | 1 
the Patriarch loſt himſelf in Extaſies, Ife 
he annihilated himſelf in the pre- te 
ſence, how often did he tell him, | C 
my Lord ! you know I love you, joy of Ir 
my Heart, God of my Soul ! When ſi; 
Tears of Devotion came trickling | *7: 
down his Face. Samuel miſtook the | Ot 
Voice of God, and took it for Hely's, | Pr. 
Foſeph had certainty in hearing the | YO 
{weet Voice of Chriſt, diſcourſing | Se 
Perſonally with him. O my Soul! 
Prepare the Way for divine Grace by 
fervent Prayer, and according to 
your Station, ſet others on Fire with | Con, 
the Love of God, and their Neigh- 
bour. Defer not the time of your] Elen 
Devotions, as if you deſign'd to St.“ 
ſexve your Creator in the laſt Place, letfron 
him have Preference to inſignificanqand 
Converſation, and trifling Viſits G 
' Ponder alſo, that probably, accor{ctors 
ding to the Rules of Perfection, Stdepu 
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Day. Some he ſet out for Prayer, 
. | ſome for pious Conferences, others 
8. for Work, and lo the reſt according 


> Foſeph diſtributed the Hours of the 
5 


" Order, give good Example, which 
of | Influences more than Words. Mi- 
en | ſtake not the Voice of the Enemy, 
ng transforming himſelf into an Angel 
he | of Light. Follow Inſtructions of a 
' | prudent Director, who will inform 
"he | you, what is ſuggeſted by Hell and 
ing Self. love. | | 


1\! 
eby - er L 
with Conſider. OW hard a matter it 
igh- is, to find the true 


our) Elevation of this reſplendent Star, 
4 col St. Jeſepb. If bright Rays darted out 
ce, let from Moſes's Face, after forty Days 
cant and forty Nights, Converſation with 


Viſits|God on Mount Sina (or as ſome Do- 


accorlctors are of Opinion, with an Angel 
o, Stdeputed by the Creator) infomuch 


Foſep | | that 


to Exigencics ; obſerve you likewiſe 


| 


—— 
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that the Princes of the Synagogue, | | 
durſt not draw near him, and the © 
Law-giver placed a Vail over his h 
Face, Exod. 34. 33. What a glori- 17 
ous interiour had S. Fojeph, who con- Þ © 
vers d with God made Man, Face! 
to Face thirty Years ? S. Paul in his 
Defence againſt the obſtinate Jews, 
inſtanc'd, how he was taught the 
Law, on the Feet of Gamaliel, ACt. 
22. 3. 8. Foſeph learn'd the higheſt 
Perfection of the Law from him, 
who deliver'd it to Moyſes. In his} 
daily Actions, he united the Active 
and contemplative Life, ſometimes 
working for Feſus, at othertimes ſit- I 
ting at the feet of Feſus, and hearing 
the Word, He ſtood aftoniſh'd to be- f fe 
hold him, who commanded the.“ 
World our of nothing with a tew 
words, working at the Carpenters 
Trade, and expecting his Orders. 
Admire divine Goodneſs, be ena- 
mour'd with Humility. Joyn jacu+ *<: 
latory Prayers to common Ackions “ 

| 1d 


—— 3 — 


—— — 
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Reflect, that as S. 7% y nouriſh'd 


8 Chriſt Corporally, ſo J.ſü nouriſh'd 
i his Foſter Father ſpiritually, who 
i. A mPprov d in all Vertues, and became 
n- 12 moſt accompliſh'd Saint. 

ce 3 The Colloquy. 

his Mnipotent God ! who deſcended 
WS from Heaven to bring fire to the 
the Earth, 8 Luke 12. inflame my frozen 
. Heart, that J may imitate the Ver- 


nel tues of St. Foſeph. Asa poor Wretch 
waits at the Gate of ſome noble and 

nis {generous Prince, expecting an Alms, 

| O I appear before you, wounded in 
all my Senſes by Sin, and craving 
« 6c. [* Charity in my great Calamity, k 
? * [grieve for what is paſt, not becauſe 
355 fear, but becaule I love; nothing 
O bas ſucceeded with me, becauſe I ne- 
ver conſulted you. I made you a 
© Ptranger to all my Affairs, and re- 
reſented them to others, who could 
hot afford any Relief. I beg by the 
end nterceſſion of S. Joſeph, that I may 
Jacu ge cline evil, and do good; that J 
ay leave the ſinful Track of the 
elledt G Broad» 


terre d. 
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Broad-way, and walk directly to- 
Wards you. That I may dilkribute 
the few remaining Hours of my ſnort 


Life, to your Honour, and attain- 


ing the End for which I was created ; 
that I may Admire, Praile, and 
Love you, for ever and ever. A- 
men. 


MEDITATION VIII. 


Of S, Joſeph's happy Departure. 


The Preparatory Prayer, as in the for-| 


mer Meditation. 


Firſt Prelude. 


Imagin to ſon 8. Foſeph upon his 


Death- Bed, our B. Saviour, and his 
Mother kneeling on each ſide. How 
he ſweetly rendred his Soul to God, 
which was conducted by Angels to 
Limbo, and his Body decently in- 
Second 
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Second Prelude, _ 
Beg Grace to lead ſuch a Life, as to 
e favour'd on your Death-bed,by the 


Protection of Feſus, and the ſpecial 


Interceſſion of Mary and Foſeph. 
POINT: LE 
Conſider. 6 3 Hat before the nup- 
I ralFeaſt of Canaan in 
Gallilee, 8. Foſeph Was viſited with 
the final Sickneſs. (S. Epiphan. Her. 


78 Franciſcus Lucas Baron) He then 
exercis'd, (as he had done through 
the whole courſe of his Life ) Sera- 


phical Acts of divine Love, and He- 


 Toical Acts of Patience and Reſigna- 


tion, which the Son of God ſuggeſt- 


ed to him. O what a Heavenly 
Scene was it, to behold the ſecond 
| Perſon of the moſt B. Trinity, kneel- 
ing on one fide of his Bed, and the 
Mother of his Redeemer on the o- 


ther? Both tenderly thank'd him 


for the conſtant Care and Pains, 


undertaken ſo many Years upon their 
Account. St. Foſeph with Tears of 
Joy, return'd humble Thanks for the 

G 2 Ho- 


— —— — — — . — — — 
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Honour they kad done him, by ac- 
knowledging thedilcharge of his Du- 
ty, and for their Affection towar 

him. He beg'd, as the laſt Favour 
in this World, a Bleſling from Chris 
Hand, that fills every Creature with 
Benedi&ion, and likewiſe the power- | W. 


ful Interceſlion of his Damaculate in 


Spouſe, for a happy Paſſage to Frer- Þ N 
nity, Which being granted with dr 
grateful Tears, he petiion'd, like 
old Simeon to be diſmiſ'd in Peace, de: 
and rapt into an Extaſie with the of 
Love of God, he breathed our bis] 
precious Soul. Thrice happy Death Co 
the reward of a vertuous Life. My 
Go | Let my Departure be like that] 8? 
of the Juſt. Infinite Goodneſs, in- ble 
finite Power! alliſt me now, and | Cor 
at that dreadful Tryal. Let me nor | on 
be confounded at the Hour of Death.] m1 
Ponder alſo how Feſus with his ſa- | of 
cred Hands, cloſed the Patriarch's 50 c 
Eyes. To deſerve a happy Death, ente 
ſhut now your Eyes to the World, 1% J 
make ſuch timely Preparations, as || Ple. 
you 


up Aipirations, defiring 


— _ , 
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you would with to have done, when 
ſtrugling in your Agony. Inſult o- 
er Hell by a change of Life, ſend 
to be diſ- 
ſolv'd and to be with Chriſt. Be 
exact in every Confeſſion, as if it 
were the Laſt. Do not ſleep in 
mortal Sin, leſt ſuddain Death ſeize 
you, and you be loſt Eternally. Ad- 
drels Jeſepb, that you may have 
the Benediction of Jes on your 
death Bed, and rejoice with Thoughts 

of being call'd out of Baniſhment. 

POENT- IL. . 
Hat if Angels carried 
the Soul of poor La- 


Conſider. 


| 2arus into Abrahani's Boſom, a no- 
ble Quire of thoſe B. Spirits, were 
commanded to conduct, and wait 


ple, This is the Soul of great J- 


jeps, 
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ſeph, who govern'd and ſupported 
your Creator thirty Years, who was 
Spouſe to the Mother of God. R 


fleet, how the ſaved Souls of Kin, 
Patriarchs and Prophets, rejoyced at 


his Entrance, but much more, when 


he gave an agreeable Relation of 


the Birth, and Life of the long ex- 
pected Meſſias, and that their Re- 
demption was near at hand. O my 
Soul! languiſh for that happy Hour, 
when thy good Angel will Conduct 


thee, ro hear the tranſporting In- 
vitation, enter into joys of thy Lord. 


Obey the Angels Voice, exciting you 


to Acts of Faith, Hope, Love of God, | 
Contrition and Refignation, that | 
they may be Familiar to you on the | 


Death- bed. Reflect on former Sins, 


that if you had been call'd away at] 


ſuch and ſuch a time, you had been 
now burning with Cain and Judas. 
Give thanks for your Preſervation, 
reſolve rather to diſmiſs all that's 
dear to you in the World, than di- 
vine Grace, Conlider likewite how 


Our 


(Barradius lib, 6. c. 8.) 
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our bleſſed Saviour, and the immacu- 
late Virgin, waited on Sr. Toſeph's 
2orps to the Place of Interment. 
which was 
the Valley of Feſophat, near the 
Place, where, afterwards, the bleſſed 
Virgin's Body was depoſited for ſome 
Days, betwixt Mount Sion and 
Mount Olivet (ven. Beda, Bruchardis ) 
and ſince the Bodies of feveral 
Saints have been preſerv'd from 


Corruption, 'tis no raſh Thought, to 
be of Opinion, that our Holy Patri- 
| arch Was favour'd after the like man- 
| ner. 
an Honour, that Ged in Perſon 
{ ſhould take care of the Funeral, 
and with his facred Hands place the 


O precious Reliques! O what 


Body in the Sepulcher. Admire the 


| Dignity of St. Foſeph. Carry about 


you Reliques, which terrify Devils, 
and keep them at diſtance. Deteft 
Novelty, ſhun the dangerous Com- 
pany of thoſe who caſt out Words, 
reflecting on any Practice of the pre- 
ſent Church of Chriſt. Live ſo, that 

G 4 0 
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you may appear with Security and 
Joy, in the Valley of Foſophar, when 
Chriſt comes to judge the World. 


oi POINT 18, 
Conſider. 
riſing from the Sepul- 
cher, viſited his expecting Servants 
in Limbo. He took them from thence, 
as Trophics of his bitter Paſſion, 
and whereas man) Bodies of Saints 


(S. Matth. 27. 5 2) aroſe that had ſlepr, i 
we may not doubt of St. Feſeph's F 
being of that happy number, for "cis 
piouſly believ'd (St. Bernarding Tom. 3. 
Serm. de St. Joſeph, Gerſon, &c.) that | 
St. Joſeph is both Soul and Body] 
glorious in Heaven, altho' thoſe of 


others ariling at that time might re- 
turn to their Tombs. The Son of 
God, and the holy Patriarch, went 
to viſit the Dolorcus Mother. O 


what Comfort! What a torrent of 
Joy over-flow'd the bleſſed Virgin's 
Heart, at that Glorious Appariti- 
on of her immortal Sen, and dear 
Spouſe. As Grief abounded FR 

0 


OW Cbriſt our Lord, 
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ſo did then Conſolation. Die with 


Chriſt by Mortification, that you 
| pray riſe with him to a new Life. 
*Renounce preſent Pleaſures, that 


you may rejoyce for ever. Break 
through all Difticulites, to open the 


way out of your loathſom Tomb of 
Vice, where you have lain fo long, 
and ſo ſordidly. Ponder alfo, that 
| according to the Opinion of many 
| found Doctors, S. Foſeph is the moſt 
| eminent Saint in Heaven (a) next to 
| tlie bleſſed Virgin, and how on the 
Aſcenſion Day, our Lord carry'd up in 
triumph his Foſter Father, bath Body 
and soul, and placed him on a glo- 
rious Throne, next to the prepar'd 


for the Mother of God. What joy 
did he then Experience for paſt Suf- 
ferings 2 Whar Glory for Con- 
tempt 2 What a reſplendent Crown 
for Purity of Life? O my luggiſh 

Soul! 


(sa) Suarer p. 3. Tom. 2. Gerſon ſerm. de 
Nativ, Gonſ. 4 Bernardin, 4. Part ſerm. 12. 
Cartagena Tom. 1. L. 4. Hom. 8. G 9. aor 
4. Pal t. cap. 2. & gu. Serm. de S. Joſeph & Alii. 
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Soul! take Pains like St. Foſeph in 
ſerving Chriſt, that you may be re- 
warded with him; call frequently 
mind, thoſe divine Words of Hh. © 
Redeemer, what doth it profit a Man, if 
he gains the hole World, and ſuſtains 
the Damage of his Soul (St. Matth. 164) 
the Enjoyment is ſhort, and the pu- 
niſhmenr Eternal. On the contra» 
ry, faithful Servants of the Oini- 
potent, have tranſient Tryals, ſhort 


Afflictions, whether Exterior or In- 
terior, but they gain a never ending Þ ; 
Say often to] 
yourſelf, what can ſeparate me! 
from the Love of my God ? Not all F 
the Menaces of cruel Man, nor all F 
the Malice of Hell. I will love my Þþ 
Omnipotent Creator; I will love my] 
moſt merciful Redeemer ; I will love] 
my gracious Sanctiſier, purely for Ir 
their own Sakes, I will love them 


and happy Kingdom. 


Eternally. 
The Colloquy. 


Eyes 


O a: glorious Patriarch! my f 
kW dear Patron! Bleſſed are the 


— — — 
— 1 —— —— —— A... O_o — — — — 
— — — — — 


S. Joſeph's Life. 203 
Eyes that ſee, bat you now ſee. I 
- Þ confide with holy 7e, through the 
L infinite Merits of Chrif, and by your 
powerful Interceſſion, that in my 
if þ Fleſh, I ſhall ſee God my Saviour, 
Stretch out, for your unworthy Cli- 
)J ent, thoſe happy Hands, which car» 
u: ry'd fo often, and provided for the 

a= Son of God. Petition, that I may 
2i= live, as I wiſh to die, always in di- 
ort vine Favour, I moſt humbly beg, 
n- that you'll prevail with your Imma- _ 
ng culate Spouſe, to joyn in Prayer with 
do you, that I her unworthy Suppliant, 
me j may be a fav'd Soul, and make up the 
all Number of the Ele&. With pro- 
all found Humility, I invite you both, 
my I to be preſent with me at the dread- 
my ful Hour of my Death, when my laſt 
ove Egratetul Words ſhall be, with my 
for parting Breath to invoke the ſacred 
em Names of Feſus, Mary, FJoſeph; and 
having fatisfy'd divine Juſtice for 
manitold Tranſgreſſions in the ſcorch- 


my Þng Flames of Purgatory, the very. 
the Moment that I ſhall be admitted to 
Eyes | | 


the 
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the Beatifical Viſion, I will proſtrate 
myſelf before the Throne of Mer- 

cy, and I will ſay; O my God! Þ * 
Your Charity was Infinite, and your, ſÞ 
Goodneſs Incomprehenbble, to bring, 
into this Celeſtial Manſion, a vile 
Worm of the Earth. I deſerv'd to 
have been now raging with repro- Þ 
bate Souls in unquenchable Fire, and 
not to be an Eye-witneſs of fo great 
Glory, but your Mercy is above al] 7; 
your Works; moſt ſacred Trinity! 
my prefent Happineſs is moſt dear Z 
unto me, becauſe this tranſporting 
Felicity was perfected by your boun- tk 
titul Grace and Favour, more than 
by my poor Merits co-operating, | >* 
to take Poſſeſſion of Heaven. I will Þ 
then addreſs the Mother of Gd, and! © 
jou her glorious Spouſe, as alſo the „on 
nine Quires of Angels, and all Bleſſed Þ tne 
Souls, to joyn with me in Acts of] upo, 
Thankſgiving. To God the Father, Þ the\ 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, Þ © 
for ever and ever. Amen. | tho? 


„„ 
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The LIT ANV of the BLESSED 
SACRAMENT, 


* 
ORD have Mercy on us. 
Chrift have Mercy on us, 

Lord have Mercy on us. 

God the Father, Creator of the World, 
Have Mercy on us, 

O Cod the Son, Redeemer of Mankind, 
Have Mercy on us. 


O God the Holy Ghoſt, Perfecter of 


| the Elec, Have Mer cy on us. 
O Sacred Trinity, three Perſons and one 
God, Have Mercy on us. | 


Teſus, God and Man, in two Natures, 


one Divine Perſon, Have Mercy on us. 


Feſus, our wonderful God, who for us 


| vouchſafeſt to ſubject thy Almighty Self to 
the Power of Man, and immediately deſcend 
upon our Altars, when the Prieſt pronounces 
the Words of Conſecration, Have Mercy on us, 


Feſus, our incomprehenſible God, who, 


tho the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain 
thy Immenſity, yet vouchſafeſt perſonally to 
H ö 
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reſide in our Churches, and dwell among us 

in a little Tabernacle, Have Mercy on us. 
Zeus, our Soveraign King, who, tho? thy 


Throne above is continually waited on by al 


the glorihed Spirits, yet vouchſafeſt here, in 
our moſt ſolemn Proceſſions to be accompa- 
nied by ſuch mean Attendants as ourſelves, 
Have Mercy on us, 

eſus, our heavenly Phyſician, who dwel- 
leſt in the Palace of immortal Bliſs, and yet 
diſdaineſt not to come in Perſon to our 
Houſes of Clay, viſiting us on our Beds of 
Sickneſs, and giving us ; thyſelf to comfort 
our Sorrows, Have Mercy on us. 

Jeſus, our glorious God, who fitteſt at 
the Right-hand of thy eternal F ather, adored 
by innumerable Angels, and encompaſſed 
round with the Splendours of inacceſſible 
Light, Have Mercy on us. 

Jeſus, our gracious God, who, condeſcend- 
ing to the Weakneſs of our Nature, cover'ſt 
all thy Glories under the familiar Forms of 
Bread and Wine, and permitteſt thyſelf to 
be ſeen and touched, and taſted by ſuch in- 
conſiderable Wretches as ourſelves, Have 
Mercy on us. 

eſus, our gracious God, who, concealing 


the awful Brightneſs of thy Majeſty under 
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theſe low and humble Veils, ſweetly inviteſt 
us to approach unto thy Perſon, to lay open 
our Miſeries before thy Eyes, and deliver our 
Petitions into thy Hands, Have Mercy on us. 

Teſus, our gracious God, who, to com- 
municate thy Divine Nature to, us miſerable 
Sinners, humbleſt thyſelf to enter into our 


Mouths, deſcend into our Breaft, and by an 


inconceivable Union become one with us, 
Have Mercy on us. 

Tejas, the Bread of Life, that came down 
from Heaven, of which whoever eats, ſhall 
live eternally, Have Mercy on us. 

Teſus, the heavenly Manna, whoſe Sweet- 
neſs nouriſhes thy Elect in the Deſart of this 
World, Have Mercy on us. 

Jes, the Food of Angels, whoſe Delici- 
ouſneſs repleniſnes our Hearts with celeſtial 
Joys, Have Mercy on us. 

Jeſus, the Lamb without Spot, who every 
Day art facrificed, yet always remaineſt 
alive; every Day eaten, yet ſtill continueſt 
entire, Have Mercy on us. 

Jeſus, the good Shepherd, who feared it 
not to lay down thy Life for thy Sheep, nor 
ſpared'ſt to feed them with thy own Body, 
Have Mercy on us, 

Jeſus, Who, in this high and venerable 
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Myſtery, art thyſelf both Prieſt and Sacrifice, 
Have Mercy on us. 

Feſus, who, in the ſacred Memorial of thy 
Death, haſt abridged all tby Wonders into 


one accumulative Miracle, Have Mercy on us. 


Tao, who, in this admirable Sacrament, 


haft contracted all thy Bleflings into one ſtu- 
pendous Bounty, Have Mercy en us. 
Fieſus, who, by this bleſſed Fruit of the 
Tree of Life, elforeſ us again to Immorta- 
lity, Have Mercy on us. 
Feſus, who, by ſanctify ing the moſt fami- 
Far and neceſſary of all thy Creatures, to build 
us up into a pure Deſire of thee, teacheſt us the 


only right Uſe of all the reſt, Havelllercy on us. : 


Feſus, who, by becoming thyſelf our daily 
Food in this Life, prepareſt us to feed on thee 
eternally in the next, Have Mercy on us. 
Feſus, who, in this Divine Banquet of 
Charity, giveſt us Poſſeſſion of thy Grace 
here, and a ſecure Pledge of our Glory here- 
after, Have Mercy on us. 
HFave Mercy, O Lord, and pardon ourS:ns. 
Have Mercy, O Lord, and hear our Prayers. 
From preſuming to meaſure the Omnipo- 
tence of God, by the ſhort Diſcourſe of hu- 
man Underſtanding, Delwer us, O Lord. 


From preſuming to interpret the great Se- 


er 
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crets of thy Will by the uncertain Rules of 
our private Conceits, Deliver us, O Lord, 


From all Diſtraction and Irreverence in 


aſſiſting at this dreadful Sacrifice, Deliver us, 
O Lord. 


From neglecting to come to this Holy Ta- 


ble, and from coming negligently , Deliver 
us, O Lord. 
From the unworthy and unfruitful receiving 


of this adorable Sacrament, Deliver us, O Lord, 


From all Hardneſs of Heart, and Ingrati- 


- tude for ſo unſpeakable a Bleſſing, Deliver 
us, O Lord. 


By thy irreſiſtible Power, which changes 


; the Courſe of Nature as thou pleaſeſt, Deli- 
Ver us, O Lord. 


By thy unſearchable Wiſdom, which diſ- 


p poſes all Things in perfect Order, Deliver 15 
O Lord. 


By thy intnite Goodneſs, Which freely 


beſtows on us thyſelf in this incomprehenſible 


N Myſtery, Deliver us, O Lord. 


By thy bleſſed Body, broken for us on the 


; Croſs, and really given to us in the Holy 
- Communion, Deliver us, O Lord. 


By thy precious Blood, ſhed for us on the 


: 18 and ſubſtantially oreſent i in the Cha- 


* lice of Benediction, Deliver us, O Lord. 


; 

q 

} 
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We Sinners beſeech thee, hear us. 
That we may always believe nothing 
more reaſonable, than to ſubmit our Reaſon 
to thee, Wie bejeech thee, hear us. 

That, by this ſacred Oblation, we may 


ſolemaly acknowledge thy infinite Perfec- 
tions, in thyſelf, and ſupreme Dominion over 


all Things, We beſeech thee, hear us. 

That, by this ſacred Oblation, we may 
humbly acknowledge our perpetual Depend- 
ance on thee, and abſolute Subjection to the Diſ- 
point of thy Will, Wie beſeech thee, hear us. 
That we may eternally adore thy Good- 


inet, who, having no need of us, haſt con- 


trived ſuch ſtrangely endearing Motives to 
make us love thee, and be happy, We beſeect; 
. thee, hear us. 

That we may thankfully comply with 
thy gracious condeſcending to be united to us, 
by a fervent Deſire of becoming one with 
thee, 72 beſeech thee, hear us. 

That ſtill, before we approach to this 
Royal Feaſt of Love, we may ſincerely en- 
deavour to be reconciled to thee, and be in 
perfect Charity with all the World, 4 be- 
eech thee, hear us. 

That, in the Inſtant of receiving thy ſa⸗ 
cred Body, our Souls may diſſolve into Reves 
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\ rence and Love, to attend and entertain fo 
glorious a Gueſt, 4 e bejeech thee, hear us, 
That, returning from this great and ho! 
Euchariſt, we may recollect all our Thoughts 
to praiſe and bleſs thee, and immediately apply 
our utmoſt Endeavours to the real Amend- 
ment of our Lives, e beſeech thee, hear us, 
That, by this heavenly Prefervative, our 
| Hearts may be healed of all Infirmities, and 
1 ſtrengthened againſt all Relapſes, Mie beſcech 


9 


0 hee, Tear Us, 
mr That, as by Faith we adore thee here 
1. | under theſe ſacred Veils, we may. hereafter 


| ſee thee Face to Face, and in that bliſsful 

| Viſion eternally rejoice, Ve veſeech thee, hear 

| 45, 

| 0 Lamb of God, that takeſt away the 

Sins of the World, Spare us, O Lord. | 

O Lamb of God that takeſt away the 

| Sins of the World, Hear us, O Lord. 

O Lamb of God, that takeſt away the 

Sins of the World, Have Mercy on us, 

" The Antiphen. 

5 HE glorious K ing of Heaven and Earth, 

: to ſhew the Riches of his Bounty, hath 

prepared a folemn and ſplendid Feaſt; and 

5 calls even the meaneſt of his Subjects to fit 
8 down at his Table, by this gracious Invita- | 
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tion: Com: to me all you that labour and are 
oppr efſed, and I will refreſh you ; for my Fleſ 
7s Meat indeed, and my Blood is Drink indeed, 
Ver{. Thou haſt given us, O Lord, Bread 
from Hea ven, Alleluia. 
Reſp. Repleniſhed with all Sweetneſs and 
Dehelt. Alleluia. 
Ferſ. O Lord hear my Prayer. 
Reſp, And let my Cry come to thee, 
The Prayer. 
Ged, who, in this wonderful Sacrament, 
haſt left us a perpetual Memorial of thy 
Paſſion ; grant US, We beſeech thee, fo 19 reve- 
rence theſe ſacred Myſteries of thy Body and 
Blood, that we may continually perceive in our 
Souls the Fruit of thy Redemption; who, with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, liveſt and reign- 
eft ever one God, Morld withont End. Amen. 
A Prayer in Honour of our Lord's Paſſion, 
72 Beſeech the, O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
4 thy precious Death may be my Reſurrection 
and Life ; thy ſacred Wounds, my Remedy and 
Cure; and thy moſt holy Body and Blood, my 
Meat and Drink, May thy bleſſed Paſſin bring 
me to everlaſting Glory: And let it be the Foy, 
Study and Deſire, as it is the Health and 
Safety of my Soul, to meditate on theſe thy Mer- 
cies, both now and for ever. Amen, | 


